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KinGnows and NATIONS, Oc. 

11. Overnment in general, as ordain'd and inſtituted 
by God, is circuraſcribed and limited by him to 
be exerciſed according to the Laws of Nature, in 
Subſerviency to his own Glory, and the Benefit of 

Mankind. All Rulers are confin'd by the Almigh- 

ty and ſupreme Sovereign, to exert their governing Power for the 

promoting his Service and Honour, and to exercife their Autho- 


rity for the Safety, Welfare, and Proſperity of thoſe over whom 
they are eſtabliſhed, Tho? there were no previous Compacts and 


Agreements between Princes and People as to theſe, yet Princes 


wou'd be oblig'd to obſerve em, foraſmuch as they are ſettled and 
determined by the Law and Appointment of the divine 1 
and of the univerſal Sovereign. Whoſoever therefore refuſeth to 
ern, in Subordination unto, and for God, and in order to the 
rotetion and Benefit of the Community, ceaſeth to anſwer the 
Ends unto which Magiſtracy was iuſtituted, and for which rectoral 
Authority is eſtabliſhed over, and among Men. Nor is it in the 
Choice or Power of any Society, at their erecting the Forms of 
Government under which they are contented to live, and at their 
— the Perſons to whom they commit the Right of admi- 
niſtring Juſtice towards, and over themſelves, and of withſtanding 
and avenging Injuries offered them by others, to enlarge and ex- 
tend the Power of thoſe whom they conſtitute their Rulers, beyond 
the Limits and Boundaries by which God hath ſtated and confined 
Magiſtrates in the Charter of Nature and Revelation. Tho' Peg- 
ple may both then, and afterwards abridge themſelves, as they 


think meet, in things under their own Diſpoſal, and either con- 


trait or enlarge the Ruler's Power, in reterence to what they have 
3 Right to retain or depart from, for the real or imagined Benefit 
of the Community; yet they can no ways interpoſe in the diſpo- 
{al of the Rights which belong unto God, and which he hath in- 
communicably reſerved to himſelf; nor can they conter thoſe - 
weaſures and rees of Authority upon thoſe whom they elect 
ud adyance to Magiſtracy, x hath antecedently proc | 


' 
' 
FB 
1 
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to prove and juſtifie the ſeveral Degrees and Meaſures 3 


2 


ded the one from beſtowing, and the other from receiving. For 
Example, no Body, or Society of Men, can transfer a Power unto 
thoſe whom they ſelect and ſet apart from among themſelves to 


be Rulers over the Community; by Virtue whereof thoſe veſted 


with Magiſtratical Authority, can withdraw their Subjetts from 
their Allegiance to God, or act arbitrarily in preſecribing and in. 
. what Religion they pleaſe, or deſtroy the meaneſt Perſon, 


. aving upon a previous Crime, and a juſt Demerit. 


q. 2. No Man of common Senſe can imagine, that at the firſt 


Propagation of Mankind, there were ſuch Governments as arg 


amongſt us at this time. But in thoſe Times each Father, with. 
out being ſubje& to any ſuperior Power, govern'd his Wite, Chil. 
dren and Servants accordiffy to his Will aud Pleaſure, Now it 
ſeems very probable, that even at the Time of the Deluge then 
was no Magittracy or civil Conſtitution, but that the Government 
was lody'd only in each Father of his Family : For it is ſcarce to 
be imagin'd, that ſuch abominable Diſorders ſhould have been in- 
troduc'd, where the Power of Magiſtracy and Laws was exercis'd; 
and it is obſervable, that after once the Rules of Government 
were conſtituted, we do not find Mankind 1n general, run into 
ſuch Enormities, of which God Almighty was oblig'd to purge 


'the World by an univerſal Puniſhment, Puffendorf's ntroduction 


to the Hiſtory of Europe, p. r. 

J. 3. Now God having, in the Inſtitution of Magiſtracy con- 
fined ſuch as ſnall be choſen Rulers, within no other Limits, in re- 
ference to our civil Concerns, (ave that they are to govern for the 
Good of thoſe over whom they come to be eſtabliſhed ; it remains 
free and entire to the People at their firſt Erection of, and Submiſſi. 
on to Government, to preſcribe and define what ſhall be the Mes- 
ſures and Boundaries of the publick Good, and unto what Rules 
and Standard the Magiſtrate ſhall be reſtrained, in order to his de- 
fending and promoting the Peuetit of the Society of which he is 
created the civil and political Head. And every one being equally 
Maſter of his own Property and Liberty, antecedently to then 
Agreement with one another, and to the Compact of the Univer- 
ſalty, or at leaſt of the Majority with him, or thoſe whom they 
call to rule over them; it evidently tollows, that thoſe who come 
to be cloathed with Magiſtracy, can lay claim to no more Au- 
thority over the Liberty, or pretend to no more Right in and over 
the Property of that Body Politick, than what the Community 
conferr'd upon them, and doth voluntarily diveſt themſelves of, 


upon the Proſpe& of the Advantages ariſing to them from their 


living in Societies, and under Magiſtrates. We muſt ſuppoſe all 
Mankind to have been infatuated, if they ſhould have ſubmitted 
themſelves to the Juriſdiftion of one who had no antecedent Right 
to command them, meerly in order to their being in a worfe Con- 
dition than they previouſly were. And therefore ſeeing the Pow- 
er, Extent and Latitude of the Magiſtrate's Power muſt owe its 
Oxiginal to ſome Grant of the People, it is 1ncumbeut upon him 
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8 ty and Prerogative which he pretends to claim. And what he can- 
not derive from ſome Conceſhon of the Society, muſt be acknow- 
ed ledg d to remain ſtill veſted in the People, as their reſerved Pri- 
' yllege and Right. And whatever injurious Power he aſſumes and 
exerciſes over 'em, which he caunot prove their Surrender of from 
| themſelves unto him, argues not only his departing from the Com- 
5 pat betwixt him and the Community, by virtue whereof he was 
rf ordained. and created their Ruler, but it renders him guilty of an 
Invaſion upon the Rights of the whole Society, and upon every 


* individuel Member of it. Force or — give no juſt nor le- 
il. Title over a People, by which the Conqueror becomes theix 
it agiſtrate, until they, by ſome Conſent, either tacit, or explicit, 

declare their ſubmiſſion to, and acquieſcence in him, upon the beſt 


Terms which they can obtain, and that he is willing to grant. 
And as no civil Government is lawtul, but what is tounded upon 
Compact and Agreement between thoſe choſen to govern, and 
4. them who condeſcended to be governed; fo the Articles upon 
» WT which they firſt ſtipulate the one with the other, become the Fun- 
damentals of thereſpettive Conſtitutions of Nations, and together 
5 with ſuperadded poſitive Laws, are both the Limits of the Ruler's 
Authority, and the Meaſures of the Subjects Obedience. To ex- 

tend the Governor's Right to command, and Subject's Duty to 
n. obey, beyond the Laws of ones Country, is Treaſon againſt the 
Conſtitution, and Treachery to the Society whereof we are Mem- 
the bers: And to diſſolve the Tyes by which Princes and confined, 
ins and overthrow the Hedges by which the reſerved Rights, Privile- 
iſſ- 7 and Properties of the Subjects are fenced about, tempts every 
rince to become a Tyrant, and to make all his Subjects Slaves. 

ul: All previous Agreements, Stipulations and Laws, are made inſig- 
de. nificant by that pernicious and adulatory Doctrine of Mon- reſſtance, 
when our Rights are arbitrarily invaded, and the Conſtitution and 


alh Government openly attack d: Such a Doctrine tricks and cheats 
hen WM thoſe that were autecedeatly free, into a Nooſe, and State of 
ver- Ibhraldom and Bondage, under the ſpecious and gilded Pretence of 
hey e divine Rights of Princes. ; 

one J. 4. As it is by Virtue of Compacts, Stipulations, Compro- 
Au- miſes and Agreements, that all legal Governments have their Ori- 


ginal and Eſtabliſhment, that various and diſtin& Forms obtain in 
diſterent Countries and that a Title and Right to exerciſe Autho- 


ni | 

o nty, and the Method of arriving at it, is provided for and pro- 
their eur d, ſo every Subject's Allegiance is firſt owing to the Conſtitu- 

e all tion, and to the Ruler GI the Force and virtue of what every 
ted I Member of the political Society is bound unto, by the Terms of 
ight be original Pact and Settlement. Abſtracting from the Conſtitu- 
on- tion, and the Obligations which lays us under, no Man can chal- 
ow- I lenge a Right of commanding us, not do we owe him any Dn 

e its Nof Subje gion and Obedience. Whoſoever he be that, under a Pre- 


tence of being conſtituted Sovereign, does invade and ſubvert the 

fundamental Las of the Society, he does thereby, ipſo facto, annul 

Al the legal Right he had to ** and abſolves all, who were 
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before his Subjects, from the legal Engagements they were under 
of yielding him Obedience; ſo that the immediate and natural Ef. 
fect of a Prince's claiming what the Rules cf the Conſtitution ar 
ſo fartrumentituling him unto, that they preclude him from it, iz 
the depriving himſelf of all right to claim any thing,and a reſto. 
ring of the People to their State and Condition of primitive Free- 
dom; of which, as they only diveſted themſelves by and upon the 
Terms of the Conſtitution, ſo they did not depart from it any 
longer than that ſhould be kept ſacred and inviolable, nor any 
further than was coveuanted and ſtipulated in, and by the Term 
and Agreements therein ſpecified and contained. And ſeeing it 
proceeds from the Efficacy of the foremention'd Contracts, that one 
Perſon. becomes advanced from the common Level to the Title and 
Authority of a Sovereign, and that all others are, by their own 
Couſent, put into the Condition of Subjects there doth ariſe from 
thence, not only a mutual Relation betwixt him that governs, 
and them that are governed; but the firſt aud higheſt Treaſon iz 
that which is committed againſt the Cunſtitution, and ſuch 
Crimes againſt the Perſon and Dignity of the ſupreme Magittrate, 
are only made and declared to be ſo, by reaſon ot the Capacity he 
is put into by the Conſtitution, of preſerving and defending the 
Society, and becauſe it is needful, in order to the Peace, Weltar, 
and Satety of the Community, that he ſhould be covered from al 
Danger, and rendred ſacred in his Perſon, and inviolable in his . 
gal Honour, while he anſwereth the Truſt which the People, upon 
their aſſembling and uniting into a Body Politick, -ommutted uu- 
to him, and does neither depart from the eflential and fundamen- 
tal Terms of the original Compact, nor from their neceſſary Provi- 
fions afterwards added, and enacted for preſerving the Government 
in its primitive State and Frame, So that they neither are, not 
can be Traytors who endeavour to preſerve and maintain the Cor 
ſtitution; but they are the Traytors who defign and purſue the Sub- 
vernon of it; they are the Rebels that go about to overthrow the 
Government of their Country, whereas ſuch as ſeek to ſuppot 
and defend it, are the truly loyal Perſons, and do act conformabi: 
to the Ties and Obligations of Fealty. Nor is it meerly the fit 
and higheſt Treaſon in it ſelt, that a Member of a political Socte 
ty is capable of committing, to go about to ſubvert the Conſtiti. 
tion; but it is alſo the greateſt Treaſon he can perpetrate again 
the Perſon, Crown and Dignity ofthe King; for ſuch an Ende: 
vour both annuls and vacates all his Title to Supertority oe 
thoſe above whom he was exalted from the common Level, 
virtue of the Conſtitution, and deprives him of all rightful and k 
gal Claim of rectoral Authority over the Society, by deſtroy 
the alone Foundation uon which it was erected, and by which it 
became veſted with it. By cancelling the Charter from which h 
deriveth and -holdeth his governing Power, he not only. makes | 
Title to Sovereignty precarious, but renders every Claim of tha 
Find, and every Challenge of governing the Smmunity, to be 
Iavaſion and Uſurpation. OIL bg | 
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4.5. To all which I will only further add under this Head, that 


45 all legal Government is founded _ a mutual e 
and Compact, ſo the firft and moſt abſolute Obligation ariſing from 
this Agreement, lies upon the Prince towards the People; whereas 
the Fealty and Duty, which by the ſaid Contract and Covenaat' 
they bind and engage themſelves unto towards him, is in order 
but ſecondary and conditional. Whenever any Perſon is choſen 
from the reſt of the Society, and ratſed to Kingſhip upon a forego- 
ing and previous Contract with the Community, he becomes upon 
the very accepting it bound abſolutely, and without Reſerve, to 
govern them according to the Terms and Meaſures which the 
have agreed and ſhpulated, and to rule them by the Tenor of the 
Laws, unto which they bave circumſcribed and confined him. 
Wheteas all the Obedience and Fealty which they, who by that 
Agreement have render'd themſelves Subjects, owe unto their or- 
dained and created Sovereign, do derive their obligatory Power over - 
them, and hecome due unto him, upon his governing them accor- 
ding to the concerted and ſtipulated Conditions, and his preſer- 
ving unto them their reſerved Privileges, Liberties and Rights. 

J. 6. As Great Britain has been the moſt provident and careful of 
all Countries in reſerving to it ſelt, upon the firſt Inititution of, 
and Submiſſion to Regal Government, all ſuch Rights, Privileges, 
Liberties, as were neceſſary to render it either renown'd, and ho- 
nourable abroad, or (ate, happy, and proſperous at home; fo it 
hath, with a Courage and Magnanimity j eculiar unto it, main- 
tain'd its Privileges, and Liberties thro? a long Series of Ages, and 
either re-aſſur'd and ſecur'd them by new and ſuperadded Laws, 
when there were Endeavours to undermine and ſupplant them, or 
elſe hath vindicated them with a generous Courage, even to the 
Depoſition and Abdication of treacherous, uſurping and tyran- 
nical Princes, when more gentle, mild and Senatorian Methods 
were found weak and ineffectual to cover and protect them to 
themſelves, and to convey and tranſmit them to ſuch as were to 
come after. The People of Britain have the ſame Title to, and 
Security for the Enjoyment of their Liberties and Properties, that 
our Kings have to their Crowns, or for Detence of the Regal Dig- 
9 5 For as they can plead nothing for what they enjoy or claim 
as Kings, but fundamental and poſitive Laws; ſo the Subjects In- 
tereſt in his Liberty ard Property is convey'd unto him, by the 
ſame Terms and Chanels, and fenced about with the fame Hedges 
and Pales. Horn tells us in his Mirror, Chap. 1. That the Saxons 
having put an end to the Heptarchy, by reaſon of the continual 
Wars that attended the Reigning of ſo many Kings in ſo narrow 4 
Compaſs of Land, they choſe themſelves one King to maintain and 
defend their Perſons and Goods in Peace, by Rules of Law, and made 
lim ſwear, that he ſhould be obedient to ſuffer Right as well as his 
Teople ſhould be. For according to Brafor, Lib. 3. C. 9. The whole 
Powey of the King of England 3s to do Good, and not to do Hurt; 
nor can he do any thing as a King but what he can legally do. 
And as we know no King, but 1 2 by Law; ſo we are ＋ 
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by Forteſcue, Lib. t. c. 8. and 3. c. 9. That he governs not hy 
People by a Regal and an Abſolute Power, but by 4 Plitick, i. e. 
by a Limited Legal Power. Hence our Princes were and ate 
bound to ſwear at their Coronation, That they would govern ac. 
cording to Law, and 8 unto them all their Cuſtoms and Fran. 
chiſes, (Stat. of Provif. 25. Ed. 3.) Nor can we have a cleare 
Evidence of the legal Extent of the King's Authority, and of the 
Dimeuſion of the Obedience which the Subject is bound unto, 
than that which we have in the Oath of Fealty, tormerly taken 
by the Subject; namely, That he ſhould be obedient to all the King"; 
Laws, and to every Precept and Proceſs proceeding from the ſan, 
(Wilkinss Treat. Coron. Cc. Court-Leet, &c. p. 140.) Nor is 
that unworthy our Obſervation, which Hen. I. writ to the Pope, 
when attack'd by him about the Matter of Inveſtitures, vis. 
That he coʒld not diminiſh the Rights either of the Crown or of the 
Kingdom, and that if he ſhould be ſo abjeft and mean as 9 attempt 
it, the Barons and People of England repreſented in Parliament woulg 
not allow or permit it. Tis upon this Account affirm'd of an Ex- 
gliſb King, That he can do no Wrong, becauſe he can do nothing but 
what the Law impowers him. For tho” he bath all things ſubjected 
to his Authority, while he acts according to Law, yet there is 
nothing left to his arbitrary Will. The ſeveral Charters, eſpeci- 
ally that ſtiled The Great Charter, in and by which our Rights ſtand 
ſecured, ſworn and eutail'd unto us, and to our Poſterity; were 
not the Grants and Conceſſions of our Princes, but Recognitions 
of what we have reſerv'd unto our ſelves in the original Inſtituti- 
on of our Government, and of what had always appertain'd unto 
us by commen Law and immemorial Cuſtoms. And tho! theſe 
Privileges and Liberties came to be more diſtinctly expreſſed and 
ſignally ratify'd in the Great Charter, than they had been before; 
yet they had not only been acknowledg'd and tranſmitted down 
in the —— of Edward the Confeſſor, as the Birth-right of every 
Engliſhman ; which alſo, William, the firſt Norman King ratified as 
ſuch: But they had long before been colle&ed into a Body by 
King Edgar the Saxon, and were only revis'd, repeated and con- 
virm'd by the Confeſſor. But amongſt all the Rigats and Privileges 
appertaining unto us, that of having a Share in the Legiſlation, 
and being to be govern'd by ſuch Laws as we our ſelves ſhall chuſe, 
is the moſt fundamental and eſſential, as well as the moſt advanta- 
ous and beneficial: For thereby we are enabled to make ſuch 
ucceſſive and continual Provifions, as to the Preſervation of the 
Society, aud the promoting either the temporal or eternal Welfare 
of the Subject, fhall be found needful or expedient. And as by our 
being poſleſſed of ſo great a Portion of the Legiſlative Power, and 
by our having a Right by ſeveral poſitive Laws to annual Parlia- 
ments, we can both relieve our ſelves from and againſt every thing 
that either threatneth, endangereth, or oppreſſethgus, and furniſh, 
and accommodate the whole Community with all legal Succours 
and Means that are neceſſary for Peace, Preſervatiqn and Proſperr 
ty; ſo herein lies our fignal Advantage and Felicity, that "_ 
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bi we become intereſted in by a poſitive and Statute Law, it doth 


e. thereby and from thence, become a Part of our Right and Proper- 
te ty, and not to be wreſted again from us but by our own Conſent, 
16. For as Brafon ſaith, Lib. 1gC. 2. (tho' it be alſo one of the firſt 
26 Dictates of Reaſon and common Senſe) Laws can neither be alte- 
ter red nor vacated, ſave by the Conſent and Concurrence of the ſame 
he Authority by which they were made and enacted. *Tis true that 
0, the executive Part of the Government is, both by our Common and 
= Statute Laws convey'd unto, and veſted in the King, but at the 
g 4 ſame time there is ſufficient Proviſion made, both in the Terms of 
*. our Conſtitution, and in our Parliamentary Acts, to prevent this 

18 from being hurtful unto us, unleſs our Sovereigns become puilty 
pe, both of the higheft-Trexchery, and withal make an Invaſion upon, 
5 and endeavour the Subverſion of the whole Government. A Right 
the of overiceing the Execution of the Laws, being a Prerogative in- 


pt ſeparable from the Office of the ſupreme Magiſtrate, becauſe the 
4 very ends to which he is cloathed with rectoral Authority, and for 
_e which he is deſigned and eitabliſhed, are the Conſervation of the 
1 publick Peace, and the Adminiſtration of Juſtice to rds and 
ei 2mong the Members of the Body Politick. All that cou'd be ex- 
1 pected from the Wiſdom of our Anceſtors, or practicable by them, 


af either upon the firſt Inſtitution of civil Government, or upon their 
nd after Improvements, and farther Regulations of it, was to direct, 
TC limit, and reſtrain his executive Power committed unto the Sove- 
3 WW reign, and to make him and his ſubordinate Miniſters accountable, 


- in caſe they ſhould deny, delay, or pervert Juſtice, or be found 
chargeable with Male- Adminiſtration of the Laws. Now, never 
ſe were a People more provident as to all theſe, than our Predeceſſors 
nd and Auen have been. For as — have left nothing to tha 
41. King's private Diſcretion, much leſs to his arbitrary Will, but have 
n affign'd him the Laws as the Rules and Meaſures he is to govern 
7 WW by; fo they not only delegated it unto him, as a Truſt which he 
is to ſwear faithfully to perform, but they always reſerv'd a Li- 
berty, Right and Power unto themſelves of inſpecting his Admini- 
* ſtration, making him reſponſable for it, and of abdicating him 
”” MW fromthe Sovereignty upon univerſal and egregious Failures in the 
Truſt that had been credited and conſign'd unto him. Of this we 
Gy have indiſputable Evidence in the Articles advanc'd inParliament 
2- WW 2gainfſt K. II. when he was depos'd from the Throne, and had the 
h Scepter taken out of his Hand. Yea, to prevent all Dangers which 
m0 might befall the Subje& thro? the King's bein truſted with the ex- 
ue ecutive Power of the Government, he is not by our Conſtitution 
au Laws allowed to do any thing in his own Perſon nay, not (a 
4 much as to draw and ſeal the Commiſſion of thoſe that are to a& 
in his Name, and under him. And as nothing is accounted in our 
nþ Government a Commiſſion, but what the Law authorizes and 
warrants; ſo he is liable to be proceeded againſt as the higheſt 
Criminal, that preſumeth to act in the Virtue of any other. An il- 
ſeal Commiltioa is ſo far from conveying a Power unto any 
n to act, that it is a —_ FW to do any thing upon the 
» 4 mas 
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imaginary Authority of it, than it would be to commit the ſame 
Fact, without all Colour and Pretence of Power and Warrant, 
Seeing the Injury of the one Caſe doth not affect and terminate 
in him that receives it; whereas in the other it aftects both the 
King, the Government, and the whole Body of the People. And 
as if it were not enough to ſecure us from an ill Uſe of the ex. 
ecutive Power lodged in the King, that all the Commiſſions iſſua- 
ble from him are to be legal, or otherwiſe to be accounted null; 
even they who ſtand warranted and 1mpowered to att by legal Com- 
miſſions are not only to be ſworn to execute them legally, but are 
©bnoxious to be puniſhed for every thing they do upon them that 
Ceviates from the Meaſures of the Law. And as tis the Duty, and 
hath icen the Practice of thoſe Princes who have been faithful to 
the 1: uſt repoſed in them, regardful of their own Honour, and juſt 
to the Kingdom, to puniſh their Officers and Miniſters for Mal- 
verſation, and tor departing in their Adminiſtration from the 
Rules ot our Common and Statute Laus; witneſs King Aifred,who 
cauſed torty tour Juſtices to be hanged in one Year for illegal, 
falſe, and corrupt Judgments ; So it belongeth toour Parliaments, 
as being yi of the great Ends as well as Reaſons, tor which they 
ought to be frequently called and aſſembled, to enquire into, and 
to punii}; the Crimes of Judges, and all others employ'd by, and 
under the King, in the executive Part of the Government. From 
hence it is, that as the Houſe of Commons, among other Capacities 
in which they fit and act, are by the Conſtitution to be the preat 
Inqueſt of the Kingdom, to ſearch into all the Oppreſſions and In- 
Jes or the King's Miniſters; ſo the Houſe of Lords, among their 
ſe bother Rights and Privileges, ſtand clothed with thei Power 
anc 4 y.hority of the High Court of Fudicature of the Nation who 
are t puniſh thoſe who have miſbehaved themſelves 1n all Courts, 
as wel! as thuſe whom inferior Courts have either eonnived at, or 
hive been {0 wickedas unrighteouſly to juſtifie. Of this all Ages 
hord us Precedents, and nothing but the Neglect of this, in not 
making ſo frequent and ſignal Examples of Parliamentary Juſtice, 
among the Miniſterial Diſtenſers of our Laws, and the Officers of 
our late Kings, as our Anceſtors uſed to do, hath been the Encou- 
ragement and Caufe of ſo many Uſurpations and Invaſions of the 
Laws, Iumunities, Rights and Privileges pf the Nation. 

©. 7. There being no natural or divine Law for any Form of 
Goverument, or that one Perſon rather than another ſhould have 
the ſoveretgn Adminiftration of Affairs, or have Power over many 
thouſand different Families, who are by Nature all equal, being of 


the ſame Rank, promiſcuouſly born to the ſame Advantages of 
-*.- Nature, and to the Uſe of the Came common Faculties; therefore 


Mankind is at Liberty to chuſe what Form of Government they 
I'ke be +. Can any Manſuppoſe that God was not as much con- 
cern! for Italy, when it had but one Prince, as now, when it has 
ſo mauv; aud the like with Germany, and alſo with Switzerland, 
which was once one Coramonwealth under the Dukes and Mar- 
quelle of Auſtria, and now divided into thirteen _—_— 

: | ? 


Commonwealths, under popular Magiſtrates of their own? England 
was firſt a Monarchy under the Britains, and then a Province un- 
der the Romans, and atter that divided into Seven Kingdoms at 
once, under the Saxons, and after them ot the Danes, and then 
the Normans, and now a Monarchy again under the Engliſh, and 
all this by God's Providence, or Permiſſion, who ſuffered his own 
peculiar People, the Fews, to be under divers Manner of Go- 
vernments at divers times; at firſt under Patriarchs, Abraham, Iſaac 
and Jacob; then under Captains, Moſes, Joſhua, &c. then under 
Judges, Othoniel, Ehud and Gideon; then under High-Prieſts, Eli 
and Samuel ; then under Kings, Saul, David, and the reit; then 
under Captains and High- Prieſts again, as Zerobabel, Judas Mac- 
cabeus, and hweBrethren, until the Government was liitly taken 
from them, and they brought under the Power of the Kamans. 
And that God does approve of, or permit ſuch Magiſtrate or Ma- 
iſtrates, the Community thinks fit to appoint, is plain by the 
Felimony of holy Scripturez when God ſaid to Solomon, by me 
Kings rule, and Nobles, even all the Judges of the Earth, Prov. 8. 16. 
that is, by his Permiſſion they govern, tho' choſen by the People. 
J. 8. All politick Societies began from a voluntary Union and 
mutual Agreement of Men; freely acting in the Choice of the 
Governors, and Forms of Government. | 
J. 9. The Safety of the People is the _ Law, and what 
they by common Conſent have enatted only for the publick Safe- 
ty, they may without any Obſtacle, alter, when things require 
it, by the like common Conſent. | 
I 10. The rightful Power of making Laws to command whole 
politick Societies of Men belongeth ſo properly unto the fame en- 
fire Socteties, that for any Prince, or Potentate, of what Kind ſo- 
ever upon Earth, to exerciſe the ſame of himſelf, and not by ex- 
preſs Commiſſion immediately and e from God, 
or elſe by Authority derived at firſt by their Conſeat, upon whoſe 
erſons they impoſe Laws, it is no better than meer Tyranny. 
Laws they are not therefore which publick Approbation hath not 
made ſo. Hookef's Eccl. Pol. I. 1. S. 10. * 
11. Whoſoever (ſays Ariſtotle) is governed by a Man without 
a Law, is gopern'd by a Man and by a * 
J. 12. Ariftotle ſaith, That the whole Kingdom, City or Family, 
if Wye excellent, and to be preferr'd before any Part or Member thereof. 
J. 13. By the Law of Nature, Salus Populi, the Welfare of the 
People is both the ſupreme and firſt Law in Government, and the 
Scope and End of all other Laws, and of Goverment it ſelf, 
becauſe the Safety of the Body Politick is ever to be preferr'd be- 
ore any one Perſon whatſoever. g 
7. 14. No human Law is binding which is contrary to Scrip- 
ture, or the general Laws of Nature. 
J. 15. Religion doth not overthrow Nature, whoſe chiefeſt 
Principle is to preſerve her ſelf, I 
J. 16. As Magiſtrates were deſigned for the publick Good, ſo 
te Obligation to them muſt be underſtood ſo, as to be 5 8 
* 
4 . 
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Subordination to the main End; for the Reaſon of all Law any 
Govenment is the publick Good. 

J. 17. A juſt Governor, for the Benefit of the People, is mor: 
careful of the publick Good and Welfare, than of his own pti- 
vate Advanta 

J. 18. The Power that is lodged in the Crown is only a Truſt, 
and nothing more; for no Prince has any other Right to the 
Fhrone, than what the Laws qf the Land, or Voice of the People 
* him; for he cannot have a Right by Nature, he has no more 

ower or Authority from God, betore he is a Magiſtrate, than 
another Man; all Men are ordain'd of God, and have Power or 
Strength from him, either to do Good or Evil, and God Almighty 
permits them to do either. The Prince has his Ailthority ttom 
the People, or the Law, which chuſes or appoints him to be ſupreme, 
of which he is only Executor, during the Intervals of Parliament. 
The Law is the Rule and Power of his Government, (and the Ma. 
ſure of the Peoples Submiſſion and Obedience) beyond which he 
hath no juſt or rightful Power in his politick Capacity. 

J. 19. The ſupreme Authority of a Nation belongs to thoſe who 
have the legiſlative Authority reſerv'd to them, and not only to 
thoſe who have the executive, which is plainly a Truſt when it is 
ſeparated from the legiſlative Power; and all Truſts, by their Na- 
ture, Import, that thoſe to whom they are given are accountable, 
tho? no fuch Condition is ſpecified. | 

J. 20. All that know any thing of Britain, know that the G- 
vernment of it is a mixed limited Monarcy, where the ſupreme 
Power is divided between the King and People (i. e. the Lords and 
Commons) ſince he can neither raiſe Money, nor make, or ann 

Laws without them, and thoſe Laws are a Rule to both, a com- 
mon Meaſure to him of his Power, and to them of their Obedi- 
ence ; the Government is call'd a Monarchy, becauſe that kind 1s 
predominant in the Conſtitution, the King having his Share in the 
ſupreme Power, and the chief executive Part or Adminiſtration 15 
finely in him, 

7 21. There muſt be in every Government a Power to preſerve 
it felf, not only againſt Force from without, but againſt Violence, 
and every thing elſe that is deſtructive, from within: As a Man 
preſerves his Perſon from Diſeaſes, as well as defends it again 
Violence. He cannot renounce this Power, becauſe Self-Preſer- 
vation is, aud will always be a Duty, neither can a People uni- 
ted in Society, or Government, renounce the Power of maintain 
ing that Society or Government, the Inſtrument of their Safety 
3nd Preſervation 3 for the Condition of all Subjects would be 
21itke, whether under abſolute or limited Government, if it were 
not lawful to maintain and preſerve thoſe Limitations, ſince Wil 
and Pleaſure, and not Law, wou'd be alike in both the Meaſure di 
Obedience; for to have Libertics and Privileges, unleſs they mj 
be defended, and to have none at all, is the ſame thing as to be 90. 
vern'd by meer Will and Pleaſure or by Laws ſubject to that 
and Pleaſure. mw 1 1 
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©, 22. Laws and Oaths in limited Governments are Ties upon 
King and People, and muſt be interpreted according to the Nature 
of the Government, ſo as to prove Fences for the Conſtitution, 
and not to ſerve for Handles to overthrow it; as the Coronation 
Oath, and Oath of Allegiance are, in effect, but Swearing to the 
Couſtitution, in one to govern, and in the other to be governed, 
according to it. But if a Coronation Oath be a Tie upon a King 
only to God, and the Oath of Allegiance be extended to an abſo- 
lute Subjection, then both King and People {wear againſt the Con- 
ſtitution, inſtead of ſwearing to maintain it as they ought to do. 

J. 23. The Laws are the Nerves and Sinews of Societies; and 
25 the Magiſtrate is above the People in his legal Capacity, ſo is 
the Law abow@the Magiſtrate, or elſe there cou d be no Safety to 
the Conſtitution. | | 

J. 24. He who makes himſelf above alt Law, is no Member of 
2 Common-wealth, but a meer Tyrant whenever he pleaſes. 

J. 25. He who is tor deſtroying the Being of another, hath 

uitted (or has not) the Reaſon which God hath given to be the 
Rule (betwixt Man and Man) of Juſtice and Equity, and hath put 
himſelf into the State of War with the other, and is as noxious 
az any ſavage Beaſt that ſeeks his Deſtruction. | 

J. 26. No Man in civil Society can be exempted from the 
Laws of it.: For if there be no Appeal on Earth, for Redreſs or 
Security againſt the greateſt Miſchief de Prince may do, or cauſe 
to be done by Others, then every Man in that Society is in 2 State 
of Nature, with reſpect to him, or thoſe others. | 

J. 27. The Principles of natural Religion give thoſe who are 
in Authority no Power at all, but only ſecures them in the Poſ- 
leſion of that which is theirs by the Laws of the Country. 

J. 28. Abſolute Monarchy is inconfiftent with civil Society; 
and therefore can be no Form of civil Government, which is to 
remedy the Inconveniences of the State of Nature. 

4.29. No Man, or Society of Men, have Power to deliver up 
their Preſervation, or the Means of it, to the abſolute Will of any 
Man, and they will have always a Right to preſerve what they 
bare not Power to patt with. 

J. 30. No Power can exempt Princes from the Obligation to 
the etezxnal Laws of God and Nature. In all, Diſputes between 
fower and Liberty, Power muſt always be proved, but Liberty 
proves it ſelf; the one being founded upon poſitive Law, the 
other upon the Law of Nature. : 

J. 31. If a Magiſtrate, notwithſtanding all Laws made for tbe 
vell governing a Community, will a& d ive to that Commu- 
we 74 are diſcharged, either from active or paſſive Obedience, 
and indiſpenſibly obliged by the Law of Nature to Reſiſtance. 
J. 32. If a Man may be a Wolf to a Man, nothing forbids but 
that a Man may be a God to a Man. Therefore Antiquity hath 
enrolled Hercules amongſt the Number of the Gods, becauſe he 
puniſhed Byſiris, Diomedes, and other Tyrants, the Peſts of Man- 


kind, and Monſters of the World, Roman Empire, as long 
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as it ſtood free, was tiled Patroginium orhi Terra, 8c. by Cicera 
becauſe the Senate was the Haven and Refuge of Kings, and of 
oppreſſed Kingdoms and Nations. * | 

J. 33. The ſame Reaſon that obliges People to ſubmit to Go. 
vernors and Mayiftrates when they govern according to the Lays 
and Conſtitution of the Country, and act for the Good of the So. 
ciety, does as much oblige the People to oppoſe them, if th 
deſign their Ruin or Deſtruction; it cannot be ſuppoſed that God, 
who has obliged Mankind to preſerve their Lives,and conſequent. 
ly to uſe the Means that are neceſlary for that End, ſhould re- 
quize People to ſuffer themſelves to be deſtro ed, or made Slaves, 
to gratifie the Luſt or Barbarity of auy ſingle Perſon, or a fey 
who are by Nature theit Equals, and only above hem by being 
in an Office which the People erected for their own Couvenience, 

J. 34. When the Chriſtian Religion is become a Part of the 
Subjects Property by the Laws and Conſtitution of the Country; 
then it is to be conſidered as one of their principal Rights: And 
ſo may be defended as well as any other civil Right. 

J. 35. That Cauſe is juſt which defends the Laws; which pro- 
tes the common Good; which preſerves the State: And that 
Cauſe is unjuſt which violates the Laws; defends the Breakers of 
the Laws; protects the Subverters of the Conſtitution. That is jul 
which does deſtroy tyrannical Government: That unjuſt which 
would aboliſn juſt Government. | 

J. 36. What can be more abſurd than to ſav, That there u 
abſolute Subjefion due to, a Prince, to whom the Laws of God, NM. 
Pure, and the Country, have not given Authority? As (uch Men wer 
as ſo many Herds of Cattle, or Beaſts of Burden, made for the 
Prince's Uſe. 1 

J. 37. The Reign of a good King reſembles that of Heaven, 
over which there 15 but one God; for he is no leſs beloved ot 
the virtuous, than feared of the bad: And if human Fratlty could 
admit a Succeſlion of good Kings, their Government would be 
preferable to all others. ; 

J. 38. Tis not the Title of a King, but the Power (derive 
from the Laws) wherewith he is inveſted, which makes the Dit- 
ference betwixt him and other Men. His Perſon is ſacred, an 
not to be reſiſted, he being aboveevery Member contained 1n the 
ſame Society, and* therefore cannot be reſiſted or deprived of hu 

ice, without the greateſt Sin of Robbery and Injuſtice 1magi 
nable, whilſt he continues the King, and becomes not the Enemy 
of his Kingdom. PR 

J. 39. The Goverument which God ordained over the Childrea 
of Tſras! conſiſted of three Parts, befides the Magiſtrates of the fe- 
veral Tribes and Cities. They had a chief Magiſtrate, who was 
called Judge or Captain, as Fbua, Gideon and others, a Councl 
of 70 choſen Men, aud the general Aſſemblies of the People, ani 
theſe Judges or Captains had not the Name or Power of Kings,nel- 
ther was their Power tranſmitted to their Children, but made oc 
fionally as Need required, Thus were Eyud, Gideon, Feprhthab, aud 
| * n ; * 0 
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ſet up: Whoſcever will give Battle (Cay the People and Prin- 
_ Gilead ) to the Children of Ammon, ſhall be Head over all 
tte Inhabitants of Gilead, Judg. x. 18. And knowing Jepththah 
ta be a mighty Man of Valour, tho“ be was the Son of a Harlot, the 
People made him Head and Captain over them, Judg. xi. 1, 11. 
When the Tribes of Reuben, Cad, and half that of Manaſſeb, had 
built an Altar by Jordan, the whgle Congregation of the Children 
of Iſrael gathered together at Silo to go up to War againſt them 
and ſent Phineas the Prieſt and ten Princes of the Congregation, of 
each chief Houſe a Prince throughout all the Tribes of Iſrael, who 
were Heads of Thouſands, and this Meſſage was not directed to 
one Man, but to all the Children of Reuben, Gad, and Manaſſeh. And 
the Anſwer was ſent by them all, and Phineas, and the ten Princes 
made their Report to the People of 1ſfrael, and all was quiet, Joſh. 
Mii. And the Uke Aſſembly Joſhua called to Sechem, compoſed of 
all the People or Tribes of 4/-ael, and he called for their Elders, 
their Heads of Families, their Judges, and other Officers, and Joſhua 
ſpake unto all the People, and they agreeing to what he propofed, 
ro- be made a Covenant and Law with them before the Lord, which 
that was written in the Book of the Law, Joſh. 24. 5 
8 Of J. 40. After Jolhua's Death the Proceedings of every Tribe 
Jul were grounded upon Counſels taken at ſuch Aſſemblies among 
nich themſelves for their own Concernments as appears by the Acions 
a of Judah and Simeon, &c. againſt the Canaanites. 
* 2 J. 41. When the Sons of Samuel were Judges over 1ſrae!, they 
NM. took Bri bes and perverted Judgment, therefore the Elders of Iael 
vere BY defired Samuel to make them a King, and tho the Elders are only 
the mentioned to have aſked a King of Samuel, they ſeem to have been 

deputed from the whole Congregation, for God ſaid unto Samuel, 
ve, Hearken to the Voice of the People in all that they ſry unto thee, 
1 Sam. viii. 4, 7. The Jews in their creating of Judges, Kings, or 
2ull BY other Magiſtrates, had no Regard to Paternity, or to any who by 
Extraction could in the leaſt pretend to the Right of Fathers: God 
: did never dirett them to doit, nor reprove them for neglecting it; 
ire if they would chuſe a King he commanded them to chuſe one of 
their Brethren, (not one who called himſelf Father) and to chuſe 
au WW him by Lot, and cauſed the Lot to fall upon Saul, a Young Man 
| the WH (who was the Keeper of his Father's Aſſes) of the 2 Tribe: 
h David and the other Kings of Iſrael and Fudah, had no more to 
4 ay for themſelves in that Point than Saul: All the Kings of that 
Nation before and after the Captivity, ordinarily or extraordinarily 
ſet up, juſtly or unjuſtly, were raiſed without any Regard to any 

ret BY Prerogative they could claim or arrogate to themſelves on that Ac- 
f. count. All that they had therefore was from the People that ele- 
VI vated them. Iwas impoſſible for them to confer any thing upon 
nc BY thoſe from whom they received all they had; or fur the People 
5d to give Power to Kings; if they had it not in themſelves; 
nel which Power univerſally reſiding in every one, is that which we 
ci call Liberty. When God gave Liberty to his People to make 
WF Küng, he did neither conſtitute or cleft any till they defired 


{rrp it, 
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it, nor commanded them to do it themſelves, but left it to their 
own free Will, whether they would have a King or no King; not 
were they appointed to take him out of any one Line: Every J. 
raelite might be choſen: None but Strangers were excluded; and 
the People were left to the Liberty of chufing and inſtituting any one 
of their Brethren, who was commanded not to multiply to himſelf 
Horſes, nor Wives, nor greatly to multiply to himſelf Silver and 
Gold, and this Law he was to keep in à Bock, that his Heart might 
not be lifted up above his Brethren, Deut. 17. But the whole 
Hiſtory of the Jews ſhews the Pride, Magnificence, Pomp and 
Glory uſurped by their Kipgs, was utterly contrary to the Will 
of God. They did lift up their Hearts above their Brethren, 
2 was e by the — of God. 3 . es 
« 42. And Joſephus paraphraſing upon that Place, ſays, Ihey 
ſhall do nothing — che Advice of the Sanhedrim, or if they 
do, they ſhall oppoſe them. of. Ant. Jud. This agrees with the 
Confeſſion of Zedekiah, to the Princes (which was the Sanhedrin) 
The King can do nothing without you, Jer. xxxviit. which ſeems to 
have been in purſuance of the Law of that Kingdom, which was 
written in a „and laid UP before the Lord; they wen 
not to govern by their own Will, but according to that Lay 
from which they might not receed. This was the Law of God, 
not to be abrogated by Man; a Law of Liberty; directly oppo- 
ſite to the Neceſſity of ſubmitting to the Will of any one Man. 
J. 42. 1 Sam. vill. 9, 22. God bids Samuel hearken to the Voice 
of the People, and make them a King; and Samuel told the People 
the Manner of the Kingdom, and wrote it in a Baok, and laid it 1 
before the Lord, 1 Sam. x. 25. Tis plain the Manner of the 
Kingdom ſignities the Conſtitution of the Government. by which 
was meant the Conditions on which Saul was to be King, and 
they his Subjects; for tho? God had given him the Crown, it was 
to rule the People according to Juſtice and Laws; and this 1s 
meant in frequent Expreſſions, by going in and out before them; te- 
rerring to Juſtice being executed in the Gates, and Peace and War; 
the King was to lead them in ore, and direct in the other, This 
manner of the Kingdom was told to all the People; that imply d 
the Conſent of the People was requir'd to make him King; witb- 
out which, tho? Samuel had anointed him, he was not own'd b 
the Ii aclites, but went about his private Affairs, till after the Vi. 
ctory over the Ammonites, And this Compact between Saul and 
the People being wrote in a Book, and laid up before the Lord, was 3 
very good Equivalent to an Oath recorded on both Sides, as an 
Oath of Allegiance, and his Oath of Government; yet they de- 
ſpis*d him, and ſaid, How ſball this Man ſave w? 1 Sam. x. 27. They 
ſaw no Merit in the Man they expected; the King that they would 
have had, ſhould have been a Man ofſome Figure, whoſe Conduit 
had been tried, and VaJour and Bravery had made famous among 
the Tribes; but when they ſaw a Youth mean and deſpicable in 
his Original, of the youngeſt Tribe of Iſrael, a Benjamite, they 
were diſappointed, they went away dejected, and refuſe * 
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withſtanding Samuel had anointed him, and God had ſingled him 
out by Lot. It ſcem'd as if God had own'd there was tome ap- 
pearance of Reaſon in the People's diſlike of their King, and there- 
fore he was not pleaſed to expreſs any Anger at he Contempt of 
their rejecting Saul, as it were ownipg, that a King ought to have 
onal Merit torecommend him; and therefore by his Providence 
he works upon the Peoples Judgment, and by a Miracle gives Sau 
the Merit which obtaurd the Peoples good Liking; for Nahaſþ 
the Anmonite, came and encamped againſt Jabeſh-Gilead, and the 
Elders thereof ſent Meſſengers to Gibeah, who told the Tidings in 
the Es of the People, and they lift up their Voices and wept ; 
and Saul ſaid, what aileth the People that they weep 3, and they told 
him the * of the Men of Jabeſh. And the Spwit of God came 
upon Saul when he beard thoſe Tydings, and bis Anger was kindled 
greatly, and the fear of the Lord fell on the People, and they came 
out with one conſent, and flew the Aramonites. After the Battle 
was over Samuel (aid to the People, Come, and let ws go to Gilgal 
ond renew the Kingdom there. And all the People went to Gilgal, 
and there they made Saul King before the Lord, that 1s, they ac- 
cepted of him, 1 Sam. xi. 1, 5, 6, 7, 14, 15. Chap. xii. 13. Now 
therefore, hehold the King whom ye bave choſen, and whom ye have 
dined; and behold the Lord hath ſet a King over you. 

© 44. All that do aſſert Unconditional Obedience do aſſert, that 
Kings derive their Authority from God alone: I deny that there 
ever was any King in the World that derived his Authority 
from God alone. Saul, the firſt King of Iſrael, had never reign'd, 
but the People defir'd a King, even againft the Will of God; and 
tho' he was proclaim'd King at Mizpah, yet after that he lived a 
private Life, and looked after his Father's Cattel, till he was crea- 
ted ſo the ſecond time by the People at Gilgal : And David, tho? 
he had been anointed by the Command of God, was anointed the 
ſecond Time in Hebron, by the Tribe of Judab, and after that by 
all the People of Iſrael, who after that made a mutual Covenant 
detwixt bim and them, 2 Saw. v. 1. chap. 11. Now a Covenant 
lays an Obligation upon Kings, and reſtrains themwithin Bounds, 
according to that Covenant and Agreement. Jeboiada the Prieſt, made 
Jeaſb King in his ſtead after the People had enter'd into Covenant 
one with another, 2 Kings, xi. I confeſs that theſe Kings, and 
al that reign'd of David's Poſterity, were appointed to the King- 
dom, both by God and the People; but all otber Kings, of what 
Country ſoever, I affirm, that they are made by the People only; 
tor can it be made appear, that Kings are appointed by God any 
Otherwiſe, than as all other things, great or ſmall, are apppvinted 
by bim, becauſe nothing comes to paſs without his Permiſſion, or 
Tvidence. The Throne of David was, in a peculiar manner 
call'd, The Throne of the Lord, it being a Type of our Saviour's 
everlaſting Throne in the Kingdom of Heaven; and from which 
[ne our Saviour proceeded. But the Thrones of other Princes ate 

no otherwiſe God's, than all other things in the World are his 

on. ZX1X. 11, 12. Fhine, O Lord, i the Greatneſs, &c. for af 
„ hat 
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[ - that is in Heaven, and in the Earth à thine. Both Riches and & 
Nour come of thee, and thou reigneſt over all, 

J. 45. When Solomon was Dead, the People aſſembled themſelyg 
at Sichem to make Rehoboam, the Son of Solomon, King, thither hy 
went, as one ſtood far the place. The People propoſe Condit. 
ons, upon which they were willing to admit him to the Goverg, 

ment: He deſires three Days to Adviſe; he conſults the Old Meg, 
they perſwade him to comply with the People; then he adviſg 
with the Young Men, who perſwade him to threaten the Peoyls 
with Whips and Scorpions; and he anſwer'd the People as 
adviſed him. When all Iſrael ſaw that he hearken'd not tothen, 
then they openl 9 5 — him, and declared the Righto 
the People, and their own Liberty, ſaying, What Portion have w 
in David? To thy Tents, O Iſrael! Now look to thy own Haſs 
David. When the King ſent Adoram to them, they Stoned hin 
with Stones; and when Kehoboam had prepared a great Army to 
reduce the 1ſrae!;tes, he was forbidden by the Prophet. 1 Kings, 
xii, 24. Thus ſaith the Lord, ye ſhall not go up, nor fight aganf 
Jour Brethren, He calls them not Rebels but their Brethren, Deut, 
xvii. 24. When thou art come into the Land, which the Lord thy Gi 
giveth thee, and ſhalt ſay, Iwill ſet a King over me, like as al tle 
Nations about me, &c. Theſe Words confirm to us that the Right 
of chuſing, yea, of changing their own Government is, by the 
Grant of God himſelf, in the People. 3 

J 46. This was a Gift beſtowed by God upon his Children and 

People. Nay, David himſelf was ſo far from taking upon him to 

be King, till the Tribe of Judah had choſen him, that he often ac- 
knowledged Saul to be his Lord. When Baanab and Recab br 

| the Head of 1Þbboſbeth to him, he commanded them to be fla; 

| becaule they had killed a righteous Man in his own Houſe, 2 San, 

| iv. which he could not have ſaid, if Ibboſheth had unjuſtly de- 

_ tained from him the ten Tribes, and that he had a Right to Reign 

Over them before they had choſen him. The Word of God did 
not make him King. but only foretold that he ſhould be King, and 
by ſuch ways as he pleaſed prepared the Hearts ofthe People toſet 
him up; and till the Time deſigned by God for that Work was 
accompliſh'd, he pretended to no other Authority, than what the 
fix hundred Men, who firſt followed him, and afterwards the Tribe 
of Judah, and at laſt all the reſt of the People conferred it upon him 
If David, tho? deſign'd by God to be King, and anointed by the 
Hand of the Prophet, was not King till the People had choſen him, 
5 and he had made a Covenant with them it will be hard to finds 
Man who can claim a Right, which is not original from the Peo- 
ple. And if the People of Iſrael could erect and pull down, 
inſtitute and abrogate, or transfer to other Perſons, or Families, 
Kingdoms more firmly eſtabliſhed than any we know, or have heard 
of ; the ſame Right cannot be denied to any other Nations. And 
no other Reaſon can be given for the infinite Variety of Conſtitu- 
tions that have been, and are in the World, than that the People 


who made them would have them ſo; which could. not hatte bet 
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if Cad and ture had appointed one general Rule for all Nations. 
And as the Rights and Liberties of a Nation may be utterly ſub- 
verted and aboliſhed, if the Power of the whole People, or Nation 
may not be employed to aſſert them, or puniſh the Violation of 
them. But as it is the fundamental Right of every Nation to be 
overn'd by ſuch Laws, in ſuch Manner, and by ſuch Perſons as 
they think moſt 'conducing to their own Good, they cannot be 
accountable to any but themſelves for what they do in that moſt 
important Affair. And as the Safety of all Nations conſiſts in 
rightly placing and meaſuring of Power, ſuch Fave been tound al- 
ways to proſper, who have given it to thoſe from whom Uſurpa- 
tions were - leaſt to be teared; who have been leaſt ſubject to be 
awed, cheated, or corrupted; and who, having the greateſt Int 
reſt in the Nation, were moſt concerned to preſerve its Power, 
Liberty and Welfare. This is the greateſt Truſt that can be re- 
poſed in Men. This Power was, by the Spartans, given to the 
Epbors,- and the Senate of 28; in Venice, to that which they call 
Concilio de Pregadi; in Germany, Spain, Prance, Sweedland, Denmark, 
Ioland, Hungary, Bohemia, Scotland, England ; and generally all the 
Nations that have lived under the Gothick Polity, it has been in 
their general Aſſemblies, under the Names of Diets, Cortez, Par- 
laments, Senates, and the like. But in what Hands ſoever it is, 
the Power of making, abrogating, changing, correcting and inter- 
preting Laws, has been in the ſame; Kings have been rejected or 
depoſed ; the Succeſſion of the Crown ſettled, regulated, or chan- 
N. And I defy any Man to ſhew me one King amongſt all the 
ations aforementioned, that has any Right to the Croun he 
wears, unleſs ſuch Acts were good. 
« 47. Cicero de Offic. lib. 2. is thus tranſlated by Sir Roger 
ange, p. 101, 102. Herodotus tells us, that the Medians choſe 
ileir Kings originally for the Probity of their Manners, and in hopes 
ef enjoying the Benefits of common Juſtice; which I am perſwaded 
was the End and Practice likewiſe of our Predeceſſors. For when 
in old Time, the weaker were oppreſſed by the ſtronger, the Peo- 
ple preſently betook themſelves to one more excellent than the 
eſt tor their Prote&or : And it was his Part to relieve the diſtreſ- 
led, and to make ſuch Proviſions that common Right might be 
done indifferently betwixt all Parties. And in making of their A 
Laws they had the Came Proſpect, as in the Choice of their Kings, 
The thing propounded, was an equal and a common Right, with- 
out being {o qualified, If under the Adminiſtration of ſome one 
Man that was juſt and good they attained that End, they were 
vell contented there to reſt: But in Caſe of failing, there werg 
Laws invented, which, to all undet them, and at all times ſhould 
ſtill pronounce one and the ſame Sentence, This is clear, that in 
all Elections the People have ſtill had a Care to pitch upon him for 
their Governor that was moſt reverenced for his Juſtice; always 
provided that he were a Man of Prudence too. And what is it 
_ 2 Nation would not believe it {elf able to compaſs, under fo 
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J. 48. Cæſar and Tacitus deſcribe the ancient Britains to hay 
been a fierce People; zealous for Liberty; a free People; not li 

: the Gauls, govern'd by Laws made by the great Men, but by th 

People. In Ceſar's time they choſe Caffivellannus, and afterway 
8 Arvirggus, Galgacus and others, to c,mmand them j; 

heir Wars, but they retained the Government in themſelyg, 
That no Force might be put upon them, they met arm'd in thei 
focal Aſſemblies ; and tho' the ſmaller Matters were left to th 

etermination of the chief Men, choſen by themſelves for thy 
purpoſe, they reſerved the moſt important to themſelves. Whey 
the Romans had brought them low, they ſet up certain Kings to 

3 ſuch who were in their Territories: But thoſe who defer. 
ed themſelves by the natural Strength of their Scituation, or x. 

tired into the North, or the Iſlands, were ſtill govern'd by thei 

own Cuſtoms, and were never acquainted with domeſtick or fo- 
reign Slavery. Inter inſtrumenta Servitutis reges habuere, C. Tait, 
The Saxons, or Angli, were no leſs Lovers of Liberty, and un- 
derſtood the Ways of defending it: They were certainly the moſ 
powerful and valiant People of Germany. Ceſar and Tacitus in, 
torm us, that the ancient Britains and Saxons had no Monarchs; 
and that our Anceſtors had their Couneils and Magiſtrates, as wel 
here as in Germany; that as ſoon as the Saxons came into this 
Country, they had their Micklegemots, which were general AC. 
ſemblies of the Noble and Free-Men, who had in themſelves the 
Power of the Nation: Sometimes they met by their Delegates in 
the Vittenagemots; in (ome Ages they were divided, in other 
united; ſometimes under Captains, in other times under Kings; 1 
ſometimes meeting perſonally in the Mickiegemots; ſometimes by i 
their Delegates in the Vittenggemots, does evidently teſtiſie that 
they ordered all things according to their own Pleaſure; which 2 
being the utmoſt Act of Liberty, it remained inviolable under al 
the atoregoing Changes, as appears by the Confeſſion of Offa, In, 
Alfred, Canutus, Edward, and other Kings. And, we may be fure, 
thoſe of the Norman Race can have no more Power, ſince they came 
in by the ſame Way, and ſwore to govern by the ſame Law 
Theſe general Councils were called in the Time of Ina, The genen 
Council of the Biſhops, Noblemen, Counts, all the wiſe Men, Elder, 
and Teople of the whole Kingdom. Commune Concilium * rs 
 Procerum, Comitum & ommum Sapientum, Senioram & Populorun 
tot ius regni, Bed. Eccl. Hiſt. In the Time of Edward the Elder, 
they were called, The great Council of the r Abbots, Noble. 
nun and People. William of Malmsbury calls them, The genen 
Senate and Aſſembly of the People. Senatum generalem & populi (un. 
ventum. Sometimes they were (in fhort) called, The Clergy 
People ;, but all expreſs the ſame Power, neither received from, no 
limited by Kings, who are always (aid to be choſen, or made, and 
| ſometimes depoſed by them. The reaſon of this is, that they who 
inſtitute Magiſtracy, beſt know whether the End of the Inſtitut 
on be rightly purſued or not; and their Kings had no Power, but 


bat v conferred upon them by the People. And all oy 
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ſtracies being the Came in Eſſence, tho? differing in Form, the Canis 
lik Right muſt perpetually belong to thoſe who put the 2 
th WY Fower into the Hands of one, 2 few, or many Men. Thus the No- 
wm WL did, when they created Kings, Conſuls, Military Tribunes, 
Dictators, or Decemviri: And it is ridiculous to ſay, that thoſe 
by Officers gave Authority to the People to meet and chuſe them; 
der for they who are choſen are the Creatures of thoſe who chuſe, and 
te Dae nothing more than others, till they are choſen, This is as 
certain in relation to Kings, as any other Magiſtrates. This Power 

= Bo conferring the Sovereiguty was likewiſe exerciſed in France by 
te People, who made Meroveus King, paſſing by the two Grand- 
. children of Pharamond's Sons to Clodion, and excluded his Race,; 


2 and gave the Crown to Pepin, who depoſed Lewis le Debonair, and 
el Charles le Gros, who made five Kings, that were either Baſtards, 
5. or Strangers, between him and Charles le Simple; who rejected his 


cit WY Ke, and advanced Hugh Capet; who made Hemy the Firſt, King 
in. before Robert his elder Brother, and continued the Crown in the 
of Race of Henry for ten Generations, whilſt the Deſcendants of 
Robert were only Dukes of Burgundy: The like hath been done 
in Caſtile and Arragon, by uently preferring the younger be- 
fore the elder Brother; the Deſcendants of Females before thoſe of 
the Male-Line in the ſame Degree; the more remote in Blood be- 
A. fore the neareſt; and ſometimes Baſtards before the legitimate 
te ue: The ſame hath been done in England, before and the 
Conqueſt, as doth appear by many following Examples; 
12 J. 40. Monſieur Mezeray, a great Hiſtorian, gives this Account 
95 of the Manners of the ancieut Germans: There were, if I miſtake not, 
ty three ſorts of Government among the Germans. In ſome places the 
hat Neple bad the principal Authority, and yet they often elected a Prince, 
ich e King; ſometimes a General, whom we call Duke, from the Latin 
i Dux. But the Power of theſe Chiefs deſcended entirely on the 
Tus, Community, or People, ſo that it was always a mix'd Democracy. In 
ueber Parts, as among the Gothones, the Kings reign'd with more - 
m Fer, yet not to the Detriment of Liberty : Their Royalty was li- 
mted by Laws, and the Reaſon of things, 4s for Liberty, #9 
nl i Reple were ever ſo jealous of it, or ever defended it ſo long, 
0 ſucceſsfully as the Germans. It may indeed be ſaid, That Li- 


ers 

nh being driven out of the beſt Part of the World by the Roma 
-- Arms, took Refuge on the further Side of the Rhine, where ſhe Jad 
Jer, r ber Companions and Guards, Poverty, Innocence, Frugaluy and 


Modeſty, and were, in the Faſftneſſes of Woods and Moraſſes, ſome- 
mes on the defenſive, ſemetimes making couragious Salltes; She 
. bated Five Hundred Tears together againſt Tyranny, and all her 


em; I mean Ambition, Luxury, Voluptuouſneſs, Flaitery, Cor 
not tion and Divifions, the Inflruments which that cruel Enemy of 
and an Race employs to forge Manacles and Fetters. The : 
rho ad Monfieur, in the Beginning of King WILL I14Ms Reign, 
ati-Mſcourting with a Perſon of Quality about the Difference. of 
but 


de Government in France and England, he broke out in ons 
preſſion, © Fargunatus * þ ſua norim, , 
> 


Vie had once (ſaid he) in France the ſame Happineſs, and g. 
\ fame Privileges which you have. Our Laws were made by Repreſer. 
- zatives of our own chuſing : Our Money was not taken from us, hu 
. by our own wg Our Kings were ſubje to the Rules of Lay 
and Rerſon: But now, alas] we are miſerabe, and all is Io, 
' Think nothing, Sir, too dear to maintain theſe precious Advantage, 
and if ever there be Occaſion, venture your Life, your Eſtate, aud al 
you have, rather than ſubmit to the Condition to which you ſee 1 
reduc d. ö a 
J. 50. The Election of Magiſtrates was the original of Succef. 
ſion; for as the living more (ately, and with the treex Enjoyment 
ot Property was the original Cauſs that People aſſociated then. 
ſelves into à Nation ox Kingdom; ſo, tor the better attaining th 
End, they 4id ſet over themſeltes the beſt and wiſeſt of their Bre. 
- thren to be their Rulers aan Governors; and this Adminiſtratic 
vas truſted in one Or more Hands, and continued for their Live, 
* Or tur a longer ot ſhorter time, as the Conſtituents thought fit 
Where the Government was under a King, he uſually held it fa 
Life, and then upon his Deceaſe, the People proceeded to a ner 
Election, 'till at laſt it fell into the Hands of ſome very excellent 
Perſon, who having more than ordinarily deſerved of his County, 
the People, as well in Gratitude to him, as beheving they coul 
not make a better Choice than in the Branches that would gro- 
dut of ſo excellent a Stock, entail'd that Dignity upon his Poſte 
rity. And this is the juſt Riſe of Succeſſion; all others being us 
- guſt; for he that comes in by the Power of the Sword, may be de- 
prived by the Power of the Sword; 'tis nothing but the Conſent 
of the govern'd can give a Right to Succeſſion.: The next in Sus 
ceſſion to the Crown of England was formerly reckon'd to haves 
very precarious Title any further than his good Diſpoſitions au 
Capacities, to {way the Scepter, did recommend him. to the Aff. 
ctions of the People, (till the time of Villiam the Firſt, called th 
Conqueror) it being very common not only to break into the Su- 
ceſſion, but even to ſet aſide all that Family and Line, whenere 
it was known that the public k- might ſuffer by their being at tix 
Head of the Government; witneſs the preferring of Caſſbellan is 
fore his elder Brother's Sons, Egbert, not next in Blood; Ela 
werd and Ethelwolf, 3 Monk, for Want oft a better, was advance 
to the ſame Honour; Et helſtau, tho' a Baſtard, and without 20 
Title, was elected by the Conſent of the Nobility and Peopl: 
Fired, by the fame Authority, was elected. and preferred betor 
the Sons of Edmond his Predeceſſot; and Edward, Adalſton and Hz 
rold, who were all 2 were choſen; and Eldred againk 
the Right of his two Nephews, Edway and Edwin; and Canutns, 
Foreigner; aud Hardiknute without Title; Harold ;" Edward i 
Confeſſor was elected King with the Conſent of the Clergy and Fe 
ple at London. . Annuento Clero & Populo Londini in regem 0's 
Zur. Harold the Second, and William call'd the Conqueror, whi 
the next Heirs, Edgar and Etheling were living. William, call 
© the Conqueror, couteiled in his laſt Will made at Caen in None 
. A . 
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That he neither found, nor left the Kingdom as an Inheritance Ne- 
„nem Anglici regni conſtitus haredem, non enim tantum decus heyes 
Jitario jure poſſedi, Ibid. F be poſſeſſed no Right, but what was con- 
ned upon hm, no more was conferred than had been enjoy d by the 
mcient Kings, according to the approved Laws which he ſwore 
to obſerve. Thoſe Laws gave no Power to any, till he was 
elected; and that which they then did give, was ſo limited, that 
theNobility and People reſerved to themſelves the Diſpoſition. 
of the greateſt Affairs, even to the Diſpoſition and Expulſion of 
ſich as ſhould not well perform the Duty of their Oaths and 
Office. | n 
em. J. 51. After the Conqueſt, Ammo 1087. Robert, the eldet Bro- 
bat ther was put aſide, and William Rufus, the Secord Son of Milliam 
bre- the Conqueror, was elected, after whoſe Death Hey the Firlt, his 
101 younger Brother, (tho' not next Heir) was choſen by the People, 
ves, ¶ not ſummoned by Writ; and this Hemy in his Charter acknow- 
At Jedged that he ow'd his Crown to the Common-Council of the 
fu gealm. After the Death of Henry the Firſt, Stephen was choſen 
ner King, againſt the ſuppoſed Right of Maud, the Daughter of Henry 
lent the Firſt. After his Death, Hewy the Second was admitted King, 
a, i 2oainſt the like Right of his Mother Maud. After the Death or 
du #:chard the Firſt, 5 Fobn (Earl of Morton) was elected, and 
o {ty the next Heir diſinherited. After the Death of King John, 
it em y his Firſt-born was elected againſt the Right of Arthur, 
un the Third was choſen againit the like Right of Elenor, 
Prince Arthur's Siſter. At the Death of Henry the Third, the States 
(et or the Kingdom met and ſettled the Government, by appointin 
Sue Oficers, and what elſe was neceſſary for the Realm and Edwar? 
we the Fourth was ſet up by the People, during the Life of Henry 
> the Sixth. Whilſt the Lady Elizabeth, the true Heir of the Crown 
Wiras living, Henry the Seventh was declared King, without join- 
th ing her in the Title, or ſo much as miking any Mention of 
Sue ber Right. So that *till Henry the Third, there 1s ſcarce to be 
found any Prefident of Succeſſion, and ſince his Reign the Suc-, 
ceſſion hath been altered ſeveral Times, and the Crown ſhitted 
nom one Family to another by Act of Parliament. Theſe are 
ancient Proofs of the Power and Authority of the People. 
J. 52. Richard the Third being entreated by a Petition deli- 
rered in a Roll of Parchment in the Name of the Three Eſtates 
of Parliament) to accept the Crown, at firſt modeſtly refuſed; 
but afterwards he ſaid, Sith we well perceive, that all the Realm ig 
o ſet, whereof we be very ſorry, that they will not ſuffer, in any wiſe, 
King Edward's Line to govern them, whom no Earthly Man can go- 
vern againſt their Wills ;, and well we alſo perceive, that no Man there, 
i: to whom the Crown ean by juſt Title appertain, as to our ſelf, as ve- 
ry nght Heir, lawfully begotten of our moſt dear Father, Richard, 
lue Duke of York, 10 which Title is now joined your Election, the 
Nobles and Commons of this Realm, which we of all Title poſſible, 
zake for the moſt effeFual, we be content. Speed, Fol. 908. Numb. 
bz. And then an Act of Parliament paſſed to eſtabliſn King 
| e | Nis 
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Richard the Third's lawful Election, I. fol. y11. and ſequey, 
Cot, Records fol. 709, to 714: 5 
T. 53. In North Britain all the Race of the Stuarts, after Robey 
the Firſt, had no other Title to the Crown 4 Scotland, but by 
Act of Parliament againſt the legitimate and right Line: For th, 
ſaid Robert having had three Sons and one Daughter by a Concy. 
bine, named Elizabeth Mare, whom he_afterwards marred to ene 
Grifford, himſelf at the ſame time taking in 1 Eufenis 
the Daughter of the Earl of Roſs, by whom he had Iſſue Valin 
and David, Earls of Athol and Strathern; and Eufemia, that wy 
aftewards Married to James Doiglas, Son to the Earl of Dougla, 
The aforementioned Robert, upon the Death of his Wife Eufeniz 
and of Griford, the Husband of Elizabeth More, did marry hi 
former Concubine Elizabeth More; but obtaiw'd by an Act of Pa. 
Iiament, that the Children begotten upon her in Concubinate 
ſhould inherit the Crown, and his lawful and legitimate Children 
by his Wife Eufemia ſhould be excluded. All the Claim that th 
Scots Race had to the Crown of England, being deſcended tron 
the eldeſt Daughter of Henry the Seventh, was from and by an A4 
of 3 which veſted the ſaid emy in the Crown of thi 
ealm. 
JI. 54. By a Clauſe in King Hemy's Charter it is ſaid, If th 
King invades thoſe Rights, (mearing the Rights of the People) 
it 1s lawful for the . K to riſe againſt him, and to do bin 
what Injury they can, as tho" they ow'd him no Allegiance, þy 
an Act of Parliament of the 12th of Richayd the Second, it 
was Enacted, That if the King, thro' a fooliſh Obſtinacy, and Cov 
zempt of his People, or perverſe froward Will, or by any other i. 
regular Way, ſball alienate himſelf from his People, and will not l 
governd and regulated by the Rights of the Kingdom, and laudaþl 
Ordinances made by the uni of the Lords, and great Men of th 
Realm, but ſoall beadily in his mad Councils, exerciſe his own . 
bitrary Will; from thenceforth it 1s lawful = them, with the con. 
mon Aſent and Conſent of the People of the Realm, to abrogate a 
depoſe bim from the Thrane, and ſet up in his ae, ody of 
Ain, or near of Kin to the King of the Royal Stock: Which give 
2 Latitude for chuſing any 1 Perfon of the Royal Stock, 
J. 55. By the Acts of Parliament of the 28th and 25th « 
Henry the VIIIth, it is declared, That if ſuch Heirs as are then 
er without regard to the Scotch Family fhou!d fail, and u 
4 * made in the King's Life time who 2 rule and go ven 
this Realm, then the Realm ſball be deſtitute of a lawful Governn, 
J. 56. The Act of the 13th of Elizabeth, C. 1. makes it Tres 
in any after-Time to deny the Power of Parliament; to l. 
mit, or alter the Succeſſion; and adds a Penalty upon them who 
$oy'd affirm, That axy but the Iſſue of the Queen's Body bad Rigi 
10 fucceed after her. 5 N 
57. King Alfred acknowledged in his Will, joined to bi 
Life by Menevenſes, that he owed bis Crown to the Bounty of b 
Frinees, and of ib Elders of i Prop a 
5 wv 


. $3. The Power which the People of England had in the Diſ- 

of the Crown, during the time of the Saxons, is confirmed 
to us by that Noble Record which Sir Henry Spellman hath cited, 
Concil, Vol. 1. p. 291. That in 4 Parliament held in Calebuth 
Jn. 787. it was ordain'd and enacted, that the _ ſhould be elected 
by the Parliament : And being choſen they ſpould have prudent Coun- 
cellors fearing God. And this Right over the Crown, and about 
the Diſpoſal of it, which our Anceſtors challenged and exerct- 
ſed all the Time of the Saxons, they have maintain'd and exert- 
ed with no leſs — and Vigor, in every Age ſince the com- 
ing in of the Norman Race. 

4. 59. William the Firſt (who is unjuſtly ſtiled the Conqueror, 
having ſubdued none but Harold, and thoſe that abetted.him) did 
obtain the Crown by a free Choice and Submiſſion of the Peers 
and Body of the People; and before his Coronation he was 
made to ſwear that le would govern the People juſtly, keep and 
obſerve unto them all their old Laws, and confent unto the ha- 
ving ſuch further Laws enacted, as ſhould be needtul for the Pre- 
ſervation and Proſperity of the Realm. | 

J. 60. The learned Bracton, a famous Lawyer in Henry the 
Third's Reign, I. 2. c. 16. and Fleta 1. 1. c. 17 ſaith, That in gover- 
ning of the People, the King has above him the Law, 7 which be is 
conſtituted King, and hu Parliament ; viz. The Earls and Barons; 
the Earls in Latin being called Comites, that i, Companions and Fel- 
Imys: Now he that has a Fellow, has a Maſter ; 907 (0m, if the King 
become lawleſs they muſt give him Law, and curb him. When we 
ſpeak of curbing a King, who is in Arms, in order to oppreſs 
the State, it is evident that it imports an obliging him by Force 
—_ — renounce his tyrannical Courſes, or force him to leave 

an | 

J. 6r. Brafon further ſays, The King doth no Wrong, in as 
much as he doth nothing but by Law. Joteſtas Regis 55 poteflas 
Legis, poteſtas juris nou inqurie, Bratt. de Leg. Angl. The Fower 
of the King is the Power of the Law; a Power of Right, not of 
— Again, Qui ſi facit injuriam, non eſt Rex, Ibid. If the King 
does Injuſtice, be is not King. In another Place he has theſe Words, 
Exercere igitur debet Rex poteſtatem juris ſicut Dei vicarius & mini- 
fer in terra, quia illa * ſolius Dei eſt, p oteſtas autem injur ia Di- 
aboli eſt non Dei; & cujus horum opera fecerit Rex ejus Miniſter 
erit. Bag dum facit juſt it ium Vicarius eft regis aterm : Miniſter 
autem Diaboli dum declines ad injuriam, Tbid. 1, 3. The King there- 
fore ought to exerciſe the Power of the Law, as becomes the Vicar 
and Miniſter of God upon Earth; becauſe that Puwer is the Power 
of God alone; but the Power of doing Wrong is the Power of the 
Devil, and not of God; and the King is his Miniſter, whoſe Work 
he does. Whilſt be does Juſtice, he is the Vicar of the eternal King ; 
but if be defle# from it, to act unjuſtly, he is the Miniſter of f 
Devil, He alſo ſays, that the King is, Singulis Major, Univerſis 


mor, 


(244) 

J. 62. In the Laws of Edward the Confeſſor, of immortal Me. 
mory,tor his collecting and {trict obſerving the Laws of the King. 
dom as well as for the admir'd Sanctity ot his Life, it is Written, 
That the King ought to do all things in his Kingdom according to Lay, 
and by the Fudgment of his Peers, St. Edward's Law goes further, 
That unleſs the King perform his Duty, and anſwer the End for whith 
be 7 conſtituted, not ſo much as the Name of a King ſhall remain 
in bin, 

F. 3. William Rufus, Henry the Firſt, and Stephen, got the 
| Conſent of the People, by promiſing to grant them their uſual 
Laws and ancient Cuſtoms. Henry the Firſt, Richard the Firſ 
King John, and Richard the Second, oblige themſelves at their 
Coronation to grant them, and theu the People conſented to 
own them as their King; and Richard the firſt, and King Fobn, were 
conjured by the Arch-Biſhops not to take upon them the Crown, 
unleſs they intended to pertorm their Oaths. If any King refu- 
ſed ſo to do, the Nobles thought it their Coucern to hinder 
his Coronation, *till he had either made,or promiſed this Engage- 
ment. Hemy the Fourth, Fifth and Sixth, were only Kings by 
Act of Parliament: And by what Inſtances have been quoted (and 
many more that might be given) it appears that the Kings of En- 
land were Kings by virtueof a Compact made between them and 
the People. This is apparent by the Compact made with the Con- 
queror, by the Nobility and Commonalty of England. 

4. 64. Florence of Worceſter, Simon of Durham, and K. Hove- 
gen, expreſly ſay, That William, called the Conqueror, made 1 
League, or Compa#, with the Arch-Biſhops, Biſhops, Earls, and 
Nobles of the Land, who met him at Peorcham, and ſwore Fealty 
zo him; ſo he reciprocally being required ſo to do by the Arch. 
| Biſhop of York, made his perſonal Oath before the Altar of 

St. Peter, To defend the holy Church of God, and the Refors of we 
fame, to govern' all the People ſubje# to hin juſtly, to eſtabliſb equal 
Laws, and to fee them duly executed. And Ingulphus, bis Se- 2 
Cretary, faith, That he, under the ſevereſt Penalties, proclaimed That 4 
the Laws of King Edward the ond, or fhould be perpetual, authen- 
Tical, and be ol ſerved inviolably thro* the whole Kingdom of England, 0 
aud as ſuch be commended them to his Fuſtices, R. Hoveden faith 4 
further, That he commanded the Laws of King Edward to be olſo- 1 
ved in all things : And that, in the Fourth Tear of his Reign, by 
the Counſel of bis Barons, he made the noble and wiſe Men of nl 
England t be ſummoned throughout all the Provinces of England, , 
that le might hear from them who were skil'd in their Law, thev 55 
Rights aud Cuſtoms, and that twelve Men were choſen out of every 
Lounty, who ſwore, to their Power, to tread in 4 meht Path, ne ic her 
rurnizg to the right Hand, or to the left, and to make known to hin 
the Cuſton: and the Eftabliſhment of their Laws. 4 

J. 65. Henry the Firſt, and Stephen who ſucceeded Hemy, made 
a Compact, and agreed, and promiſed an Amendment of the 
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J. 66. The original Compa# (faith M. Paris) was, that the 
frould govern them according to the Tenor of ſuch ancient Law), 
and original Cuſtoms, as were received among them, according to 
the good, approved, and ancient Laws of the Kingdom. The Li- 
terties in which the Nobles confided, ſaith M.“ Weſtminſter > The 
Laws of their Country, ſaith . of Malmsbury : The Laws of 
King Edward, ſay the aforementioned Authors : The proper Laws 
md ancient Cuſtoms in which their Fathers lived, ſay Hoveden, and 
the Chrouicle of Litchfield : The Laws of England; the ancient 
Laws of this Realm, originally eſtabliſb d, Cay our Statutes: The ' 
Laws of the Land; the good Laws of the Land, ſaith the Oath of 
Richard the Second: The Charters of the Liherties of England; 
the common Liberty, Cay the Contenders for them with King Job 
and Henry the Third : The fundamental Laws of the Kingdom let it 
te o\ſerved. There are frequent Repititions ot theſe or the like 
Expreſſions of a Contract by the following Princes of this Realm 
25 appears by the Oaths they took at their Coronation, to pre- 
ſerve to the People their ancient Kights, Liberties, original 
Cuſtoms and Laws, and by the continual Claim the People 
made to the Laws of their Country, the Laws of King Edward, 
and Magna Charta, as their Right. Our Anceſtors thought it 
abſolutely neceſſary, that whoever wou'd be their King ſhould 
make a Compact with them; and be as rauch engaged by Oath 
to grant their Privileges to them, as they were to {wear Allegi- 
ance to him, and commonly that was firſt done by their Kings, 
before they would engage to te their Subjects. And then it muſt 
be as reaſonable, that 2 who doth continue to be their King, | 
ſhould continue to perform his Oaths, and grant to them their 
Puvileges, as for them to coutinue in their Duty and Allegiance, 
And when theſe Patriz Lees, theſe ancient Laws of their Country 
vere violated, they conſtantly complain'd of the Injuſtice of the 
Action, requiring the Obſervation of them; and when they 
could not prevail by fair Means, they quitted their Subjetion, 
and ſought to recover their Right by Arms. In ſhort, this Oath 
and Compact is the very Ground and Caufe Of the Oath of Alle- 
fiance; accordingly the Lord Chancellor Fortesſcue, declares l. g. 
7. 23. that our Kings are Political Kings, who receive their Pow. - 
er from the People. | ; i 
J. 67. Grotius de Jure Bell. I. t. C. 3. S. 11. ſaith, Succeſſion 
alone does not denominate the Manner, or ſpecify the particular 
Form of the Governor, but is only a Continuation of that Right 
wich was firſt ſettle and as much as was firſt given, s afterwards 
continued by Succeſſion, and no more. And then with him we may 
reaſonably 2 that Succeſſion only 5 down to Kings what 
the firſt Ele&ion gave, and makes them only Kings according to 
Compat, and with the Condition agreed on at the firſt qmiſſion 
Of their Progenitors to the Exerciſe of the Royal Authofty. 
J. 68. In the Year 1253. there was aſſembled a very ful 
Faliament, to whom King Henn the Third promiſed ory 
t *. af A 


all the great Nobility of England, all the Biſhops, and chief Pre- 


and the King with a loud Voice ſaid, 4s God help me, I vil, 


to ratifie Magna Charta, and faithfully to obſerve all the Article, 
ofit, which King Fobn, and he, at his Coronation, and often ſince, 
had ſworn to obſerve. And this was done in the moſt ſolemn 
and ceremonial Manner that cauld bedeviſed: For the King, with 


lates, in their Ornaments, with burning Candles in their Hands, 
aſſembled to hear the terrible Sentence of Excommunication upon 
all the Infringers of the ſame ; and at the lighting of thoſe Can. 
dles, the King, having one in his Hand, gave it to one of the Pre. 
lates, ſaying, It becomes not me, who am no Prieſt, to hold thi 
Candle; my Heart ſball be a greater Teſtimony; and withal, laid his 
Hand on his Breaſt the whole Time the Sentence was reading, which 
was thus pronounced, In the Nams of the omnipotent God, &. 
which done, the Charter, of King Jobn his Father was read. In 
the End, having thrown away their Candles, they cryed out, & 
let them who incur thu Sentence be extind, and ſiink in Hell; 


as a Man, a Chriſtian, a Knight, a King crowned and anon- 
ted, inviolably obſerve all theſe Things. But, notwithſtanding 
all this, the King the very next Year broke his Oath ; and con- 
tinuing to govern contrary to the Charter, in the Year 1263. the 
Barons made War upon bim, under the Command of Simon of 
Monfort, who ſucezeded ſo far, as to take the King and his Sons 
Priſoners; but the Prince eſcaping out of Priſon, fights with 
Simon Hand to Hand, and flew him. The Hiſtorians of thoſe Times 
calld him not a Rebel, nor a Traytor, but a moſt devout Servant 
of God, and the Church, and a moſt faithful Prote&or,She1ld, and 
Defender of the Kingdom of England, and a Martyr for the Li. 
berties of Church and State, Chron. de Marl. p. 228, At the End 
of theſe Wars, in the Year 1269. a Parliament was held at Mal 
Boxoug h, where the Statutes, call'd, The Statutes of A 
were enacted; in the fifth Chapter of which it is decreed, Tha 
the great Charter, and tbe Charter de Forreſta ſpall be obſerved n h 
all their Articles, both concerning tbe King and hu Subjeits. Au ;; 
here (ſaid the Lord Coke) it u to be obſerved, That after thi i +; 
Parliament, neither Magna Charta, nor Charta de Forreſta, wa 
ever attempted ro be impugned, or queſtioned, whereupon Peace au f 
Tranquility have ſiuce enſued. Inſt. I. 2. P- 102. | L. 
J. 69. Magna ( harta being only an Abridgment of our antient 

Laws and Cuſtoms, the King that ſwears to it, ſwears to them al, 
and is not admitted' to be the Interpreter of it, or to determine Th 
what is Good or Evil, fit to be obſervedor annulled in it, and he R 
can have no more Power over the reſt. This having been confirm ny 
ed by more Parliaments than we have had Kings ſiqng that Time, be 
the ſame Obligation muſt till lie upon them alls upon John 10 
and Hengy, in whoſe Time that Claim of Right was compiled G 
We k the Value our Anceſtors ſet upon their Liberties, and 
the Courage with which they defended them; and we can han Co 
no better Example to encourage us, never to ſuffer them to it Are 
violated or diminiſhed. e 7 
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J. 70. The Nobility of England, as the Lord Coke obſerves, 
have ever had the Laws of England in great Eſtimation and Reve- 
rence, and would never ſuffer them to be changed. Thu made 
Henry the Firſt (ſaith he) write to Pope Paſcal thus; Let your 
Holineſs know, that, by the help of God, whilſt I live, the Digni- 
ties and Cuſtom of our Kingdom of England ſhall not be diminiſbed; 
and if I, which God forbid, ſhould ſo far deject my ſelf, my Nobles, 
and = the People of England, would never ſuffer them to be alter d. 
Inſt. I. 2. p. 97. 1 

» Its tn the Letters which all the: Nobility of England, by 
Aſſent of rhe whole Commonalty aſſembled in Parliament at Lin- 
coln, wrote to Pope Boniface, we find theſe Words 3 Ay Virtue of 
our Oath, we are bound to the Obſervation and Defence of the Li- 
berties, Cuſtoms, and the Laws of our Country, which by the hel 
of God, we will defend with our whols Power; nor do we, nor w 
we permit our Lord, the King, tho" he were _— to attempt 
things ſo unuſual, undue, and prejudicial. to the Royal Dignity . 
And this was ſealed by 104 Earls and Barons, in the Name of 
all the Commonalty of England. Rot. Parl. 28. Ed. 1. 

J. 72. King John received the Crown by Way of Election, as he- 
ing choſen by the States, ſaith Daniel, p. 127. M. Paris ſaith, That 
all conſented to the Speech of the Arch-biſhop, that none ought to 
ſucceed another in the Kingdom, unleſs be were Elected by the Com- 
munity, and thereupon they Elected the Count, and took him for 
their King, M. Paris, p. 138. 

J. 75 King James in his fourth Speech at Vhiteball, A. D. 
1609. ſaith, That the King was Lex Loquens, after a Sort, binding 
bimſelf by a double Oath to the Obſervation of the fundamema 
Ls of bis Kingdom ; air as by being a „and ſo bound 
to protect, as well the People, as the Laws of Ins Kingdom, and 
apreſy hi Oath at his Coronation ; ſo as every juſt King, in a 
ſettled Kingdom, i bound to obſerve that Faction made to hu People 
by bus Laws, in framing his Government agreeable thereunto. And 
therefore a King governing in a ſettl'd Kingdom, ceaſes to be a 
King, and degenerates into a Tyrant, as ſoon as he leaves off to 
rule according to the Laws. Therefore all Kings that are not 
Tyrants, or perjur'd, will be glad to bind themſelves within the 
Limits of the Laws, and theyt wade them to the contrary, / 
are Vipers and Peſts, both againſt them and the Common-wealth. 

J. 74. As the Subjects of the King are born to Lands and other 
Things, ſo are they born to inherit and enjoy the Laws of this 
Realm, that ſo every Man have an equal Benefit by Law. Plow. 
55. B. Kitch. of Courts, p. 4. It is therefore called Common Right, 
and is a greater Inheritance to every Man, than that which de- 
ſcends to him as Heir, from his Parents; Becauſe thereby his 
Goods, Lands, Wife, Children, his Body, Life, Honourga Eſti- 
mation, are protected from Injury and Wrong. 2. 1 56. This 
common Right is called the Law of the Subject, the Judges 
ae ſworn to execute Juſtice (as my Lord Coke ſays, 12 C. 64. ) 


«xadipg to Law and Cuſtom of England, All which do 1 
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how juſtly the Laws are called the great Inheritances of ey 
Subjett, and the Inheritance of Inheritances, without which In- 
heritance, we have no Inheritance. The King's Prerogative is 
Law too ; becauſe, as it was reſolved, the King hath no Preropa. 
tive, but that which the Law of the Land allows him, Co. 76, 
Jud. Jenkin's Works p. 131. The Law ſays, the King is the Foun. 
tain of Juſtice, and all Juſtice which 1s done within the Realm, 
is ſaid, and ſaid properly, to flow from this Fountain; but then 
it muſt always run in the certain and known Channels that the 
Law hath preſcribed. | | 

J. 75. Glanvil, who was a learned Lawyer, and Chief Juſtice 
in Henry the Second's Days, above 500 Years ago, writ a Book 
of the Common Laws of England, which is the ancienteſt of an 
extant, touching the Subject, informs us, that there was in his 
Time ſuch a Thang as High Treaſon againſt the Kingdom: Hig 
Words are theſe ; Gimen, quod in legibus dicitur Crimen læſæ A. 
jeſtats, ut de Nece vel Sedit ione ens Domini Regis vel Regni, 
&c. Cowels Inter. tit. Glanvil. I. 1. C. 2. p. I. 

J. 76. Thoſe who flatter a King that he is above the Law, do 
moſt noturiouily,eofitradict one of the firſt Axioms of our Regi 
Government, which is, that Lex facit Regem; and he hath 
originally ſubjected himſelf to the Law by his Coronation Oath. 
Jud. Fenk. Works, p. 134. Mirror. Ch. 5. S. 1. p. 225. This 
proves a King of England to be King by Law; as alſo that the 
Coronation Oath is a Fundamental Law of this Kingdom, and is 
antecedent to the Subjets Homage and Oath of Fealty, and that, 
our firſt Monarch was made ſo by their own Conſent. He is 2 
Legal King, his Authority is under a legal Extent; and as For- 
teſcue ſays, his Power Royal is reſtrained by Power Politick, for 
de Laudibus Legum, Anglia p. 16. Therefore a King's Grant of 
auy Favour made contrary to Law, is void, according to another 
Axiom of our Government, Nihil aliud poteſt Rex, &c. quam quod 
de Jure poteſt. Bracton. He can do nothing as a King, but what 
he can legally do. So that it is made the very Eſſence of our 
Kings, to govern according to Law; for where the Will governs, 
and not the Law, there he is no longer King; ubi Voluntas iviperat, 
&c. The Law is to be the only Rule and Meaſure of his Govern- 
ment; and upon this Account it is truly ſaid, that a King of 
Eng land can do no Wrong; nor will his Prerogative be any War 
rant to him to do an Injury to aay one. Noy 182. 1 Co. 44. J. 
applaud. 247. Jenk, Works 41. He cannot by his Grant or Char 
ter alter a Law, nor alter. Inheritance, for this would be wrong 
which he cannot do. Forteſcue, C. 9. P. 256. 9 Cv. 123. Bin. 
abr. tit. Prag. N. 15, 18, 53. | F | 

J. 77. By the 11 Rich. 2. C. 10. It is ordainedand eſtabliſhed, 
That neither Letters of the Signet, nor of the King's privy Seal 
Mall be ffom thenceforth ſent in Damage or Prejudice of the 
Realm, nor in Diſturbange- of the Law. Vid. Sir Rob. Cott, 
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J. 78. In the 11 R. 2. Rot. Furl. Pars 1, 2, 3, \Thefilian, and: 


ſive Judges more, with one of the King's Serjeants at Law, an 


one of the King's Council at Law, for delivering their extriva- 
gant illegal and extra-judicial Opinions, That the King might 
avoid a Statute, Ordinance and Commiſſion, which had been 
made for the Safety of both Kiug and Kingdom in the laſt Parli- 
zment, by the Peers and Commons of the Land, with the King's 
Aſſent; were executed as falſe Traytors, by a Judgment from 
the moſt ſupreme Court of Judicature 1n the , Kingdom, the 
Parliament. ; | | | | 12 
J. 79. By the Records, 7 H. 4. Rot. Parl. Numb. 59. It is de- 
clared, The King has no Prerogative that derogates from Fuſt ice and 
Equity. And Bradon, in Lib. 3. c. 9. ſaith, The Regal Power 1 
according to Law : He has no Power to do any Wrong, nor can the 
King do any thing but what the Law warrants, Our Records of 
the greateſt Authority with us declare, That our Kings; owe all 
their Power, not to any right of Inheritance of Conqueſt,. or Succeſ- 
fiom, but to the People, So in the Parliament Rolls of Hen, 4. 
Numb. 108. we read, That the Kingly Office and Power was granted 
ty the Commons to King Henry the Fourth, and before him to h 
Predeceſſor, Richard the Second. Thus the Houſe of Commons or- 
der'd expreſly to be enter'd upon Record, That they had granted 
t King Richard to uſe the ſame Liberty: that the Kings of England 
before him had uſed : Which becauſe. he abuſed, to the Sybverſion 
of the Laws, and contrary to his Oath at his Coronation, the 
{ame Perſons that granted him that Power, took it back again, 
and depoſed him. The ſame Men, as ea by the ſame Re- 
cord, declared in open Parliament, That having Confidence in the 
Prudence amd Moderation of Henry the Fourth: , They, Will and 
Ena&, That he enjoy the ſame Authority that his Anceſtors: enjoy'd > 
By which, and other Examples, it is plain that the Kingly Office 
is nothing but a Truſt, and 3 Gift by. Vox Populi of all the People 
by their Delegates, in Parliament Aſſembled. Ke 

J. 80. Where the Monarchy is Regular, as in Germany, England, 
Kc. the Kings can neither make, nor change Laws: They are un- 
der the Law, and the Law is not under them. Their Letters ot 
Commands are not to be regarded. In the Adminiſtration of 
Juſtice, the Queſtion is not what pleaſes them, but what the Law 
declares to be right, which muſt have its Courſe, whether the 
King be buſie, or at Leiſure, whether he will or not. The King 
who never dies, is always preſent in the ſupreme Courts, and net- 
oX: knows, nor regards the Pleaſure. of the Man that wears the 

town. 2 hep 

J. 871. We have had no King, fince Filliam. the Firſt, more 
hardy than Henry the Eighth, aud yet he acknowledged the Pow- 
er of making, changing, and repealing Laws to be in the Patlia- 
ment. It was not he, but the Parliament that difſclv'd the Ab- 
bies: He did not take their Lands to himſelf, but received what 


the Parliament thought fit to give him: He did not reject the Su- 
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yeemary of the Pope, nor aſſume any other Power in Spiritual 
Matters than the Parliament conferr'd upon him. bot 
J. 82. The Judges of the Land, who are choſen by the King, by 

the Advice of his Council, are ſo far from . upon the 
Will of the King, 18 Edw. 3. ms 1. that they ſwear faithfully to 
ſerve the People as well as the King, and to do juſtice to every 
Man according to the Law of the Land, notwithſtandin 
Writs, Letters, or Commands received from him; and in 
thereof, they are to forfeit their Bodies, Lands and Goods, az 
in Caſes of Treaſon, Queen Elizabeth, and her Counſellors, pref. 
ſed the Judges very hardly to obey the Patent under her preat 
Seal, in the Caſe of Cavendiſh ; but they anſwer'd, That both jþe 
and they had taken an Oath to keep the Law, and if they ſbould obe 
her Commands, the Law would not warrant them, &c. Anderſon's Req, 
5 155. And beſides the Offence againſt God, their Country, and 
he Commonwealth, they alledged the Example of Empſon and 
_— (who were executed as Traytors, as were Gaveſton, the 
two Spencers, Terſilian, Strafford, and others, for ſubverting the 
Laws of the Land in Obedience to the King's Command ) whereb 
they ſaid, They were deterred from obeying ber illegal Comman 
They who had ſworn to keep the Law, notwithſtanding the King's 
Writs, knew that the Law depended not upon his Will: And 
ſame Oath that obliged them not to regard any Command they 
ſhould receive from him, ſliewed, that they were not to expett 
Indemnity by it; and not only, that the King had neither the 
Power of making, altering, mitigating, or interpreting the Lav, 
but that he was not at all to be heard, in general or particular 
Matters, otherwiſe than as he ſpeaks in the common Courſe of 
Juſtice, by the Courts legally eſtabliſhed. According Ito Magn 
Charta, Je ments are to be paſſed by Equals: No can be 
impriſon d, diſſeiz d of his Freehold, deprived of Life or Limb, 
unleſs by Sentence of his Peers. And Brafon ſays, That in re- 
ceiving Fuſlice the King i equal to another Man: Which could not 
be, it Judgments were given by him, and he were exempted from 
&he Judgment of all by that Law, which has put all Judgments 
into the Hands of the People. This Power is executed by them 
in grand or petty Juries, and the Judges are Aſſiſtants to them in 
explainin the difficult Points of the Law, in which tis preſumed 
they fhou'd be learned. The Strength of every Judgment conſiſts 
In the Verdict of theſe Juties, which the Judges do not give, but 

ronounce or declare. And the (ame Law that makes 2 

erdi& given contrary to the Advice or Dire&ion of the Judges, 
expoſts them to the Penalties, if ppou their own Heads, Or 3 
Command from the King, they ſhould preſume to give Sentence, 
without, or contrary to a Verdict; and no Pretenſions to a Power 
of interpreting the Law, can exempt them if they break it : Nay, 
even in ſpecial Verdicts, the Judges are only Aſſiſtants to the ] 
ries, who find it ſpecially, and the Verdict is from them, tho! the 
udges having heard the Point argued, declare the Senſe of the 

aw thereupon, 
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J. 83. By an A of the Firſt of Villiam and Mary, declaring 
2 t 


the Rights and Liberties of the Subject, and ſettling the Succeſſion 
of the Crown. They do in the firſt Place, (as their Anceſtors in 
like Caſes, have uſually done) for the Vindicating and Aſſerting 
their Ancient Rights and Liberties, declare, ( 


I. That the pretended Power of ſuſpending of Laws, or the execution 
of Laws by Regal Authority, without Conſent of Parliament, w illggal. 

II. That the pretended Power of diſpenſing with Laws, or the exe- 
cution of Laws by Regal Authority, as 1t hath been aſſumed, and ex- 
erciſed of late, uw illegal. | 7 

I I. bat the Commiſſion for erecting the lats Court of Commiſſioners 
for Eccleſiaſtical Cauſes, and all other Commiſſions and Courts of like 
Nature, are illegal and perniciow. | 0 

IV. That Levying Money for, or to the Uſe of the Crown, by pre- 
tence of Prerqgative, without Grant of Parliamens for longer time, or 
in other Manner than the ſame i, or ſpall be granted, u illegal. 

V. That it n the Right of the Subje&s to Petition the King, and all 
Commitments and Proſecutions for ſuch Petitioning, are illegal. 

VI. That the raiſing, or . Standing druy within the King- 
dom, in time of Peace, unleſs it be with Conſent of Parliament, - is 


ainſt Law, F | 
* I. That the Subjects, which are Proteſtants, may have Arms for their 
Defence, according to their Conditions, and as allow'd by Law, | _ 
VIII. That Election of Members of Parliament ought to be Free, 
IX, That the Freedom of Speech, and Debates, or Proceedings in 
Parliament, ought not to be impeach d, or  queſtion'd in any Court or 
Place out of Parliament. WES: W 
I. That exceſſive Bail ought not to be required, nor exceſſive Fines 
* ; nor cruel and unuſual Puniſhments inlicc e. 
That Jurors ought to be impannel'd, and return d; and Jurors 
—— paſs upon Men, in Trials for High-Treaſon, ought to be Free- 
lders We 


III. That all Grants, and Promiſes of Fines and Forfeiturss of 
particular Perſons, before Convictian, are illegal aud voii. 

XIII. And that for Redreſs of all Grievances, and for the amen- 
ding, ftrengthning, and preſerving of the Laws, Parhaments ought 
fo be beld frequently: And they do claim, demand, and iniiſt 
upon all, and fingular the Premiſes, as their undoubted Rights 
and Liberties ; and that uo Declarations, Judgments, Dawgs, or 
Proceedings, to the Prejudice of the People in any of the ſaid 
Premiſes, ought in any wiſe to be drawn hereafter into Conſe- 
quence or Example. And whereas it hath been found by Experi- 
— that it is inconſiſtent with — wag e ”- this 
toteſtant Kingdom, to be govern'd by a Popiſh Prince, or by an 
King or ns ming a Papiſt, tis declar'd, That all and — 
Perſon, or Perſons, that us, are, or Hall be reconciled to, or ſpall 72 
the Popiſb Religion, or ſhall marry a Papiſt, ſhall be excluded, and bs for 
wer uncapable to inherit, 705 or enjoy the Crown and Govern- 
nent of this Realm, and Ireland, and the Domimions thereunto be- 


longing, 
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longing, or any Part of the ſame, or to have, uſe, or exerciſe my 
Regal Tower, Authority, or Juriſdiction within the ſame; and in al, 
and every ſuch Caſe or Caſes, the People of theſe Realms ſhall. þ, 
and are hereby abſolved of their Allegiance ; and the ſaid Crown ng 
Government 4 from time to time deſcend :o, aud be enjoy d by ſug 
Perſon or Perſons, bsing Proteſtauts, as ſbeuld have inherited and e. 
Joyed the ſame, in Caſe 7 Perſon or Perſons, ſo reconciled, holy. 
ing Communion, or profeſſing, or marrying, as aforeſaid, were nay. 
rally dead. | | 
84. *Tis plain from what hath been ſaid, that all Govern. 
ment, Authority and Magiſtracy proceeds trom the People. Noy 
I will fhew, that they have Authority to ſet aſule the next Heir 
to Government, when unfit or uncapable to govern + And allo, 
to diſpoſſeſs them that are in Poſſeſſion, if they obſerve ng 
the Laws and Conditions by which, and for which their Dignt- 
ties were given them; and when it is done upon juſt and urgent 
Cauſes, and by publick Authority of the whole Body, the Juſtic: 
thereof is plain. As when the Prince ſhall endeavour to eftablih 
Tdolatry, or any Religion which is repugnant to the Scriptur, 
contrary to the Laws of the Land, or to deſtroy the People, ot 
make them Slaves to his tyrannical Will and Pleaſure. For as the 
whole Body natural may cure its Head when out of order, ſo may 
the Body Politick cure or purge their Heads, when they are pern. 
cious br deſtructive to the Body Politick ; ſeeing that a Body civil 
may have divers Heads by Succeſſion, or Election, and cannot be 
bound to one, as 3 Body Natural is: Which Body Natural, it it 
had Ability to cut off its aktug or ſickly Head, and take another, 
doubt not but it would do it, and that all Men would confels 
it had Authority ſufficient, and reaſon ſo to do, rather than that 
the other Parts ſhould periſh, or live in Pain and continual Tor- 
ment: So may the Body Politick choſe another Head and Goyer- 
nor in the room of its deſtructive one; which hath been done for 
many Ages, and God hath wonderiully concurred (for the moſt Part) 
with ſuch judicial Acts of the Commonwealth againſt their evil 
Princes; not only proſpering the ſame, but by giving commonly 
ſome notable: Succeffor in Place of the deprived, thereby both to 
juſtifie the Fact, and remedy the Fault of him that went betur, 
Saul was flain by the Philiſtines, by God's Appointment, for not 
fulfilling the Law and Limits preſcribed unto him. Ammon was 
lawful King alſo, yet he was flain for not walking in the W 
preſcribed htm by God, 2 Kings xxt. and David and Joſiah wer 
made Kings in their rooms, who were two moſt excellent Princes. 
Nalum, Pekahiah and Pekab, three wicked and 1dolatrous . of 
iſrael, were ſlain one after another; and all the Kings of Ii 


who violated the Covenant and Conditions annexed to thett 
Crowns, did, for the moſt Part, loſe their Lives, and underwent 
the utter Extirpation of their Poſterities from the Crown. Kebo- 
Foam (tor only threatning to oppreſs the People) was deſerted by 
them, who choſe Ferobaam his Servant in his ſtead, which was ap- 
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proved of by God. 


; permitted (or appointed) to be ſlain, and thoſe that were carried 
1 away, Captive by the Heathens, for their unjuſt Government, I 
10 ſhould be- too copious. But I will leave the Hebrews, and give 
5 you ſeveral Examples of the depriving of evil Princes of the 

Government in Hance, Spain, Portugal, 8c." and laſt of all in 
Scotland and England, and the Happineſs and Proſperity that did 
WH attend thoſe Proceedings; and by Conſequence God approved 
thereof, and does approve of ſuch Acts. 


xi J. 86, There were too great Changes made of the Royal Line 

v. in France; the firſt from Phar amond to the Line of P:pin, and 

10 the moſt remote in Blood of his Deſcendents having often been 
preferred before. the neareſt, and Baſtards before the Legitimate 


Pizin was choſen King in his ſtead, whoſe Poſterity reigned for 


, many Years after him, and were brave Kings, as Hiſtory doth 
„ teſtity. Lewis the Third, and Charles, Sirnamed Le Greſs, were 
e both deprived by the States of France, tor their evil Government, 
2 and ſuch who were, thought more worthy appointed in their ſtead. 
1 All French Hiſtorians do attribute to theſe great Changes that 
bzw been made by the People, the Proſperity and Greatneſs of 
e tbeir Kingdom. Henry the Third, before he was King of France, 
it vas choſen King of Polonra, who departing thence without Leave, 
en Nandnot returning according to his Promiſe, was deprived by Ac 
Not Parliament. 


J. 87. In Spain, Rothe rick and Alphonſo were deprived for their 
eril Government. Bernard, the Son of Charlemame of France, was 
rexted, becauſe they would not be govern'd by a French-man, 
«5/4 the Third, Sirnamed The Great, a brave Prince, Jet at 
laſt fell into Tyranny, was twice depos'd. Puff. p. 29, 30. Favila, 
King of Caſtile, a cruel Tyrant, was depos d by the Caſtihans, 
vho abjur'd him, and ſet up Magi, like that of the Perſians, 
to govern them. Alphonſo the Fourth being* judg'd unfit to go- 
vern, was oblig'd to ſurrender the Kingdom to his Brother Ka- 
mcus, Ordomus uſurped the Crown, and baniſhing Santius Cra- 
un the People roſe to reſtore their good King, and pull'd down 


Loris the Eighteenth of France, was, put by, and the younger 
dilter Beringaria-ſet up in ber ſtead. plonſs the Tenth was de- 


ment, together with all his Poſterity, and Siſinando choſen in his 
om. Peter, Sirnamed The Cruel, was twice detbron'd ; the laſt 
time, they ſent for a Baſtard Brother of his Named Henry, Count 
of Traftaramara, Baſtard to Alphonſo, the Eleventh jog ot Caſtile, 
that lived in France, defiring him to come with ſome French-men, 
to aſſiſt them in that Act, and take the Crown upon bhimſelf; 
rhich he did by the Help of the Spaniards, and flew him in 
Fight Hand to Hand, and ſo enjoyed the. Crown, and bis Po- 

| |» ah | ſietity 


J. 35. If I ſhould inſtance all the Kings of Iſrael, whom Go 


Mue, they were at laſt all laid aſide. The Second from Pepin to 
Hugo Capet, in which Family the Crown remains to this Day. 
Oilderick the Third was deprived for his evil Government, and 


Ordonius, : and ſet up Sanctius the ſecond time. Blanch, Wite of 


poled, and Flavio Suintilla, was deprived tor his evil Govern- | 


* 
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ſterity after him: This Hemy was a moſt excellent King, as wel 
for his Courage in War, as for his other brave Qualitics. A 
the Fourth, calld The Scandal of Spain, who being incapable of 
getting Children, hir'd another Man to lie with his Queen, and 
declar'd that Daughter ſo begotten, Heir apparent, for whichth, 
Nobility entred into an Aſſociation, depos'd him, and gave 
the Crown to Alphonſo the Eleventh. King Ferdinand, ard his 
Daughter married to the King of Caſtile, and her Uncle, by the 
. Father's Side, were rejected, and the Crown given to John, 3 
2 of Calatrava, and Baſtard to an Uncle of Ferdinand their 


Ng. | | 

J. 88. In the Year 158r. the States of Holland, in a gener] 

Aſſembly at the Hague, abjur'd all Obedieme and Subjection to 
Philip, King of Spam; and in a Declaration juſtifie their fo do. 
ing; For that by bis tyrannous Government, againſt Faith ſo often 
given and broken, he fad loft his Right to all the Belgic Novis 
ces; that therefore they depos'd him, Thuan, I. 74. From that 
_ to this, no State or Kingdom has proſpered ſo much ay 
they. . 
. 89. In Portugal, Alphonſus was depoſed becauſe he was 
young, and his Mother encroaching upon their Liberties. Don 
Sancho the Second was deprived by the univerſal Conſent of all 
Portugal, and Don Alauſo, his Brother, ſet up: Who, among 
other great Exploits, was the firſt that ſet Portugal free from 
all Subjection, Dependance, and Homage to the Kingdom of 
Caſtile. And his Son who was his Succeffor, builded and founded 
above forty great Towns in Portugal ; who was likewiſe a moſt 
rare Prince; and his Off-ſpring ruleth to this Day. 

J. yo. In Denmark, Chriſtopher the Second, Waldemar, Erik, 
and Chriſtian the Second, were depoſed, Anno 1523. for his evil 
Government, and Frederick, Duke of Holftein, was choſe 1111s 
ſtead : The Anceſtors of the preſent King of Denmark; Ciſterny, 
for his intolerable Cruelty, was deprived, and his three Chil- 
dren diſinherited, and his Uncle Frederick, Duke of Holſtein, was 
; choſen in his ſtead, whoſe Off-ſpring remaineth in the Crown, 

J. 91. In Poland, Lecticus the Second, Anno 750. Leſcus the 
Firſt, Micciflauus, Senior, and Lladiſſaus the Third, firnam'd Lo- 
cticus were depoſed for their Maſe-Adminiſtration. Sigiſmond 
a Hungarian, was refuſed the Crown, tho' Heir to it, becauſe 
he was a Hungarian. Hexry of Aujou deſerted Poland upon his 
being made King of Frame, upon which they choſe a new King. 
J. 92. In Sweden, Ingellus, Amund, Swercher, Waldimar, Birgir, 
Magnus and Albert his Succeſſor were all twice depoſed 3 Erick 
was twice depoſed, and Chriſtopher, Duke of Bavaria, fraade King 
in his ſtead ; Charles Cnateſon was depoſed, and Chriſtian, King 
of Denmark, crown'd in his ſtead, who likewiſe turning Ty- 


rant, was depoſed, and Charles was reſtored again, and de- 
s'd again for his Tyranny, and reſtor'd again, and died in 
oſſeſſion. Stenſture reign'd fourteen Years as Regent, not as 


King, was depoſed, and John the Second made King, who T7 
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il Tyrant, was depoſed, and Stenſture made Regent again. Erick was 
by cb. univerſal Riſing of the People, depoſed for he DJ pry” t and 
his Brother Charles made King in his ſtead. Sigiſmond of P:land, 
about the beginning of this Age, was depoſed tor attemptin 
to.reſtore Popery, and, in a full Aſſembly ot the Eſtates, declar'd 
incapable to reign, and Charles, Duke of Sundermania, his Uncle, 
made King in his room, who was the Father of the Great Guſta- 


dus Adolphus, 


« 94. Tarquin being expelled for his Tyranny, the Romans h 
ſuch a Hatred againſt the Family, that they would never after 
name any of their Children Targuin. Upon the Alteration of 
their Government, Junius Brutus was made Conſul, who exe- 
cuted Juſtice upon his own Sons, and ſtood himſelf upon the 
Judgment-Seat, and {aw them put to Death, for conſpiring to 
reſtore the Family of Tarquin to the Throne; Romulus, Numa 
Pompilius, Tullius Haſtilius, Ancus Marticus, Tarquimus Priſcus, 
Servins Tullius, and Tarquimus Sup bus, were depoſed for theix 
Tyranny, and the Rowan Government turn'd into a Common- 
wealth, the beſt regulated at firſt that ever the World ſaw. The 
depoſing the Roman Emperors, would be endleſs to enumerate : 
No Man can pretend they had any divine Right, who were moſt 
of them of mean Birth, and proclaim'd by the Soldiery. Valen- 
tinian was the Son of a Roper; Jovian of mean Birth, and a 
Foot-Soldier, and the like; they came in by Force, aud were 
driven out by Force; and thirty fix of them were murther'd by 


| one another. There are no Parts of Hiſtory, but are full of Ex- - 


amples of this kind, and the nearer we go back to the Beginning 
of Government, the more Inſtances we have of the Peoples ſetting 
up, and pulling down their Monarchs for their Tyranny. 

94. Nay, the very Emperors of Germany, when they infrin- 
ged the Rules of Government, which they had ſworn inviolably 
to ubſexve, and violated the fundamental Laws of the Empire,the - 
States Wave oppoſed and refiſted them, and finally deprived them 
of the Empire. The German Lawyers have always held, and 
do ftill- hold it for a certain Truth, That when they abuſe their 
Power, for the overturning of the State, or for invading the Rights 
of the Princes of the Empire, that it it a Right inherent in the 
Empire, to deprive them of their imperial Dignity, and to confer the 


ſame on another. This, is declared by Lampadius, Arnizaus, Di- 


derick, Cenringius, and many others. The Emperor Venceſſaut 
was depoſed by the Ele&@rs of the Empire, in the Year 1400. 
atter that he had been exhorted by the State, to amend and take up 
from bis irregular Actings. . 

J. 95. In Scotland, the Nobilty and Gentry, &c. took Arms 
againſt Durſtus their King, for his intolerable Cruelty, and flew 
him and his Coufederates in Battle (and put by his Sons, leſt 
they ſhould imitate their Father's Vices) and elected Even, his 
Brother in his ſtead, who leaving a Baftard Son, the Kingdom 


was conferred on him. Cathy Cinthus having ſurpriz d {lain 
440 | * D 2 — 2 Donald 


— 


© Donall for his Tyranny, he was unanimouſly choſen King. 


in his Stead. James the Third, of Scotland, for endeavouring to 
introduce an arbitrary Guvernment, after the Violation of many 
ſolemn Promiſes to the contrary 3 the Nobility and Gentry, in 
mp Numbers, aſſembled themſelves together, having bis eldeſt 

on, about Sixteen Years of Age, at their Head to oppoſe his 
Deſigns; who met in the Field of Sterling, where the King was 
deſerted and ſlain, and his Son was declared King; and in a 
free Parliament, ſoon after call'd, the Battle of the Field of Ster- 
ling was fully debated, and by the unanimous Conſent of the 
Three Eſtates, it was declared and adjudged, That thoſe that were 
Hain in the ſaid Field of Sterling, in the Aſfſtance and Defence of 
the late King, had fallen by their own deſerving, and juſtiy ſuffered 
the Puniſhment of their Ralhneſs: That the Conquerors were inno- 
cently guilty of the Blood there ſbed, and fairly acquitted of any 
Purſuit. The Act of Pagtiament condemns the arbitrary 
Proceedings of the ſaid King Fames the Third, Fines and For- 
feits moit of the Nobility and Gentry that ſtood by him at the 
Battle of Sterling, and juitifies and clears all thoſe that fought 


ſeen in the Scotch Acts of Parliament, Printed by the Authority 
of Queen Mary of Scotland, of which ſee more in Buchanan, 
 Drunimond's Hiſtory of the Five James, and others. Buchanan, 
ſpeaking of his Country, ſaith, That it was free from the be- 
gmning; created it ſelf Kings upon this very Condition, That the 
Empire being conferred on them by the Suffrages of the Trople, 1 
the Matter required it, they might take it away by the ſame as 
Hage, Of which Law many Footſteps have remained to our 
* | | 

7 06. I will end this Narration with Examples out of En- 
gland (be fore and, ſince the Conqueſt) Archigallo, Emerian, Vor- 
#igern, Sigibert, King of the Weſt-Saxons; Beornred, and Alured, 
King of Northumberland, were all deprived of their Thrones for 
their evil Government, and ſuch who were thought more worthy 
preferred in their ſtead, King Edwin being deprived. for his un- 
juſt Government, the Crown was given to his Brother Edgar 
who was one of the rareſt Princes that the World had in his 
time, both for Peace and War, Juſtice, Piety and Valour. He 
kept a Navy (faith Stow) of three thouſand and fix hundred Ships, 
diſtributed in divers Parts for the Defines of the Realm, and le 
built and reſtored forty ſeven Monaſterie® at his own Charge, &c. 

J. 97. After the Conqueſt, King Edward the Second, Richard 
the Second, and Richard the Third, were, for not governing 
according to the Laws of the Land, deprived of the Govern- 
ment, and Edward the Third, and Henry the Fourth and Seventh, 
were preferred in their rooms, who were moſt rare and valiant 
Princes, who have done many important Acts in this Kingdom, 
and have raiſed many Families to Nobility, put down other, 


was, for his evil Government, deprived, and Gregory made King * 


againſt him, in Defence of their Laws and Liberties, as is to be 


* 
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changed States both abroad and at home, altered the Courſe of 
Deſcent in the Blood-Royal, and the like; which was unjuſt, 
and is void to this Day, if the Changes and Deprivations of 
the former Kings were unlawful, (according to the Doctrine 
of Paſſive Obedience without Reſerve) and conſgquently all thoſe 
Princes that have ſucceeded them (which yet never failed of a 
conſtant Deſcent) were Uſurpers; and thoſe who do ptetend to 
the Crown of England at this Day, have no Title; but by vir- 
tue of the late Act of Parliament (which was never denied, or 
dare be denied) for that from thoſe Men they deſcended, who 
were put in the Place of the aforementioned Deprived, by the 
People. And this is, and hath been the Cuſtom and Practice 
of all Kingdoms and Common-wealths, to deprive their Princes 
for their evil Government, and that God hath, and does con- 
cur with the ſame, is plain from the Examples before-menti- 
oned, of the Proſperity and Happineſs that hath attended thoſe 
Acts. : 

©. 98. In the Reign of King John, the Barons, Prelates and 
Commons, took a ſolemn Oath, That if he ſhould refuſe to grant 
and confirm their Laws and Liberties, they would make War againff 
him ſo long, and withdraw themſelves from their Allegiance to him, 
until he ſhou'd confirm to them by a Charter, ratified with bis Seal, 
all things which they required: And if the King ſhould afterwards 
peradventure recede from his Oath, as they verily believed he would, 
by. reaſon of his double Dealing, they would forthwith, by ſeiz- 
mg on his Caſtles, compel him to give Satisfation, He after- 
wards breaking his Oath and Promiſe, the Barons ſaid, What 
ſhall we do with this wicked King? If we let him thus alone, he 
will deflroy us and our People; it is expedient, therefore, that 
be ſhould be expelled the Throne, We will not have him any lon- 
90 to reign over us. And accordingly they ſent ſome of their 
own Body, both Lords and Commons beyond-Sea for Lewis, 
the Printe of France, whom they had choſen (M. Weſt. 274.) 
to be their King, and ſwore Fealty to him, but they afterwards 
diſcovering that he had ſworn that he would oppreſs them, 
and extirpate all their Kindred, they rejected him, and ſet 
up Henry the Third, King John's eldeſt Son, who was not 
full Nine Years old. The Earl of Pembroke, Great Marſball, 
poke to this Effect to. them, Tho* we have proſecuted the Fa- 
ther, and that juſtly, yet this young Infant 1s pure and inno- 
cent from thoſe his Doings : You know what the Scripture - ſaith, 
The Child. ſhall not bear the Iniquity of his Father: Come, 
let us pity his tender Nears, and make, and conſtitute him to be 
or King, and throw off this Toke of vile Slavery from us, this 
French King's Son and bis People. At laſt the whole Council, 
s 1f they had been inſpired from Heaven, cried out with. one 
Voice, Piat fic, fiat Rex, fiat Rex; Be it ſo, he ſpall bs our King, 
Am. Dom. 1216. So the Day was appointed for his Coronati- 
on, which was Simon and Fude. NMuigbion de vent, Anglia. Col. 
2426, 2427, and vid, Mat. Par. f. 289, and 309, 
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» 99. In the Reign ef Edward the Second the Parliament met 
at London, and declared by common Conſent, That he was un. 
worthy of the Crown; and for many Cauſes depos'd him, and 
choſe his Son Edward by unanimous Conſent, and his Election 
was publickly declared in Veſtminſter-Hall: Some of both Houſes 
were ſent to Edward the Second to acquaint him with the Ele- 
ction of his Son, and 7 require him to reſign the Crown, 
which accordingly he did, all the People conſented to the Ele- 
ction; as did all the Prelates, and the Arch-Biſnop made an Ora- 
tion on theſe Words, Vox Populi, Vox Dei, exborting all to pray 
for the King Elect. 

* 100. In the 39th Year of Henry the Sixth, Nichard Duke of 
York, lays his Claim to the Crown in Parliament; and after long 
Arguments made, and deliberats Conſultation had among the 
Peers, Prelates and Commons of the Realm; ſays Grafton, It war 
condeſcended and agreed, that King Henry having been taken fy 
King above Thirty Eight Years, that he Gould enjoy the ſame, du- 
ring his Life: But if he either died or reſgned, or forfeited the 
fame, for infringing any Point of this Concord, then the ſaid Crown 
and Authority Royal ſhould immediately deſcend to the Duke of 
'York, if he then lived, or elſe to the next Heir of his Lin, 
or Lineage; and that the Duke, from thenceforth fpuuld be "Prote- 
dor and Regent of the Land, Provided always, That if the King dil 
cloſely, or appartly fludy, or go about to break, or alter this Agree- 
ment, or to 2 or imagine the Death or Deſtruction of the 
ſaid Duke, or his Blood, he ould forfeit the Crown, and the Duke 
of York Huld have it. Theſe Articles were not only written, 

ealed and ſworn to by the two Parties, but alſo were enafed 
in the High-Court of Parliament. Graftox's Chron. fol. 647, 
vid. Cott. Records 39 Henry the Sixth, from No. 10. to No, 
FER But Duke Richard being ſlain in the Battle of Wakefield, 
his Son Edward called a Council of Lords Spiritual and Tem- 
poral, and laid open his Title to the Realm to them, with 
the Articles of Agreement. After the Lords had conſidered 
and weighed his Title and Declaration, they determined by 
Authority of the {aid Council}; Foraſmuch as King Henry the 
Sixth, contrary to his Oath, Honour, and Agreement, vio- 
lated, aud infringed the Order taken and enacted in the laſt 
Parliament; and alſo, becauſe he was inſufficient to rule the 
Realms, and unprofitable to the Common-wealth, he was there. 
fore by the aforeſaid Authority, deprived and rejected of all 
Kingly Honour and Regal Sovereignty, and incontinent Ei. 
ward, Earl of Marche, was by the Lords in the ſaid Counci! 
aſſembled, named, elected, and admitted for King and Governor! 
the Realm. And the People being got together in St. John's Fields 
to behold the Muſter that was there that Day, the Lord 
Fauconbridge, who took the Mufters, wiſely declared to the 
Multitude, the Offences and Breaches of the late _— 


Gone by King Hemy the Sixth, and demanded whetver thy 
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1 39 : 
would have the ſaid King Henn to reign any longer over 
them, to whom, they with one Voice, anſwer'd, Nay, Nay; 
then asking them if they would ſerve and obey the Earl 
of Marche as their Sovereign Lord, rhey anſwer'd Tea, lea, 
crying King Edward, with many great Shouts, and clapping of 
Hands. The Lords being advertiſed of the loving Content, 


which the Commons frankly and freely of their free Will had - 


ven; they all preſently, with ſeveral of the moſt ſubſtantial 

mmons, went to Baynayd's Caſtle, and acquainted the ſaid 
Earl with their Election and Admiſſion, and the loving A(- 
ſent of the faithful Commons; and the next Day, being con- 
veyed to Weſtminſter, his Title and Claim to the Crown was 
declared; Furſt, as Son and Heir to Richard bis Father right 
Inheritor to the ſame 3 Secondly, * Authority of Parlia- 
ment, and Forfeiture committed by King Henry, And the 
Commons being again demanded, if they would admit and 
take the ſaid, Earl as their Sovereign Lord, all with one 
Voice cried Yea, Yea; which Agreement concluded, He 
was then again proclaimed, and the 29th of June following, 
he was crowned King at Weſtminſter, by the Name of Kin 
Edward the Fourth. Graft. Chron. f. 652, 653, 658. Vid. Speed's 
Hiſt. f. 851. Col. 1, 2. Stow f. 414: Col. 2. 415. Col. 1. 

J. 101, Thus by the common Uſage of England, which is the 
common Law of England, Kings (degenerating into Tyrants) may 
be deprived for evil Government, and others ſet up in their Stead, 
is plain from the aforegoing Examples. 

J. 102. That all Magiſtrates and Governors do proceed from 
the People, 1s plain from the following Examples 1n Scripture. 
Deut. xvi. 18, 19. The Children of Iſrael are commanded to make 
Judges and Officers throughout their Tribes.” Deut. xvil. 14, 15. 
When thou art come into the Land, &c. and ſbait ' ſay, I will ſee 
a King over me, like @s all the Nations that are about ne: 

Halt in any wiſe ſet him a King over thee, whom the Lord thy 
God ſhalt choſe ; One from amongſt thy Bretbren Laalt thou ſet over 
thee ; thou may ſt not ſet a Stranger over thee. God did onl 
reſerve to himſelf the Nomination of their King; by whic 
he deſign'd to make his People more happy than they could 
expect by their own peculiar Choice: He knowing the Heart 
Man, and the Corruption of their Nature, did nominate 
them who were moſt fit to govern his People; yet God did 
not requygh the Jews to accept him for King whom he nomi- 


nated, but left it to their own free Will, whether they would 


- of him or not, is plain from the following Exam- 
ples. Upon the Death of Saul, David was ſet up by the Ap- 
pointment of Almighty God: yet there was only the Tribe of 
Fudah that followed David, and made him King; eleven Tribes 
followed Iſbboſber h, Saul's Son, whom they made King; and 
tho” David had a long War againſt them, yet he doth not 
call them Rebels ; neither do we find that God puniſhed them, 
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or ſent. any Judgment upon them for not accepting of David 
as King; and when Rechab and Banab had flain Iſhboſheth, and 
brought his Head to David at Hebron, ſaying, Behold the | 
Head of thine Enemy : yet David, uiſtead of rewarding them, cay- 
ſed them to be {lain for killing of 1Þhboſhetb, whom he calls 3 
righteous Perſon, not a Rebel: After whoſe Death, all thoſe 
Tribes came to David, and made a Compact with him for the Per. 
formance of ſuch Conditiors, which they thought neceſſary 
for the ſecuring of their Liberty, betore they made him King, 
2 Sam. Chap, 2, 3, 4, 5. | . 

J. 103. The making of Solomon King by David his Father, was 
not thought ſufficient without the. People's Conſent, elſe why 
_ the , People anoint Solomon and make him King the ſecond 
11me ? 

J. 104. Saul, who left behind him many Children, yet not 
any of them ſucceeded him, except Jhboſbeth, who was not his 
eldeſt Son, who was anvinted King by Abner, the General Cap- 0 
tain of that Nation, to whom eleven Tribes followed, uutil I 
he was lain, and then they · choſe David. And Fonathan, one i x 
pf Saul's Sons, ſo much praiſed in holy Scripture, being ſlain .. 
in War, his Son Mephiboſheth did not ſucceed to the Crown, WW li 
tho' by Succeſſion he had a more plauſible Right to it than MP 
David :. God promiſed David, that his Seed ſhould reign for b 
ever after; yet we do not find this performed to any of b 
His elder Sons, nor to any of their Oft-ſpring, but only to Wl v 
Solomon his youngeſt and tenth Son. After the Death of S-. Wl 
lomen, Rehoboam, the lawful Son and Heir of King Solomon, Wi v: 
came to Shichew where all the People of Iſrael were aſſembled D 
together for his Coronation and Admiſſion to the Crown, Wa 
(tor until that Time he was not . accounted as true King) 
but refuſing to eaſe them of ſome heavy Impoſitions which be 
they had received from his Father, Ten of the Twelve Tribes WW vi 
refuſe to admit him their King, and choſe Feroboam his Ser- With 
vant, and made him their lawful King, and God allowed WA 
thereof; for When, Rebaloant had prepared one Hundred and HM 
Fouricore Thouſand choſen Men, to reduce thoſe Ten Tribes tb. 
fo his Obedience, God commanded him to deſiſt by his Pro- Wn: 
het Shemajab, and ſo they did. Ammon being ſlain by his own | 
Servants, the People of the Land flew, them that had conſpired (Wvo 
againſt him, and made Joſiah, his Son, King in his Stead Meet 
which had been moſt impertinent if he was King Fee they Wav 
made him ſo. | | | ooh 

J. 105%. We read Judg. viii. 21, 22, 23. That after Gideon had Co 
flain Zebah and Zalmunna with the Migianites, the Children of 
Ifrael ſaid unto Gideon, Rule thow over us, both thou and thy 
Sons, and thy Sous Sons alſo; for thou haſt delivered us from 
#he Hang of Midian. But he refuſing their Offer, they aiter- 
wards made his Baſtard Son Abimelech, King, tho he had Seven- 


ty lawful begotten Sons. 
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J. 106, 


J. 106. Ziuri having ſlain Aſa, King of Judah, reigned in 
his ſtead, but the Children of” Iſrael hearing thereof, 7 ew] 
him, and made Omri, the Captain of the Hoſt, King of 1ſrael, 
1 Kings xvi. 15, 16. 0 Dd. 25h) 

J. 107. The Iſrael#tes met together, and choſe Ehud, Gideon, 
Sampſon, Fephthah, and others, to be their Leaders, whom they 
judged fit to deliver them from their Fnemies. By the ſame 
Ri ht they aſſembled at Miſeth, to make War againſt the Tribe 
of Benjamin, when Juſtice was denied to be dune againſt thoſe 
who had abuſed the Levite's Concubine. Febu, and all other 
Kings of Iſrael, whether good or bad, had no otheg Title 
thau was conterred upon them by the People, which could not 
have given them any, unleſs they had met together 3 nor met 
together, without the Conſent, and againſt the Will of thbſe 
that reigned, unleſs the Power had been in themſelves. 

J. 188. The Kingdom of Edom appointed a Deputy to Rule 
over them inſtead of a King, there being no King in Edom. 
1 Kings xxii. 47. See Maccab, ix. 28, 29, 30. and xiii. 8, 9. and 
xiv. 41, to 49. by which it is further apparent, that their Kings 
and Governors were choſen by the — Theſe and the 
like Determinations of Nations about admitting, or refuſing of 
Princes to reign, or not to reign over them, or depriving them 
becauſe of their evil Government, when they are ound incura- 
ble, provided ſuch Nations afted for wiſe and good Ends, and 
vere moved by juſt Cauſes, and ſufficient Reaſons, their Reſo- 
Jutions were not only allow'd, but approv'd of God, the Lo- 
ver of Juſtice, as correſponding with the righteous and gracious 
Deſigns of his Providence, which always intends the Welfare 
and Happineſs of Mankind. 
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) ©. 109. If the Subject may in no Caſe reſiſt, then there can 
bh be no Law, but the Will and Pleaſure of the Prince: Far 
s rboever muſt be oppoſed in Nothing, may do every Thing; 
- Wien all our Laws Jgnity no more 'than ſo many Cyphers : 
d {WAnd what are the Law-Makers, but ſo many Fools or Mad- 
d Wen, who give themſelves Trouble to no Purpoſe? For if 
s Witte King is not —_ to govern by thoſe Laws that they 
> Wnake, to what Purpoſe are the People to obey ſuch Laws. 


* 


J. 110. If the King ſue me by Pretence of Law, and endea- 
rour to take away my Money, my Houſe, or my Land, I may 
defend them by the, Law: But if he comes armed to take 
y ray our Liberty, Life, or Religion, which are ours by the 

Laws of God and Man, may we not ſecure them with a good 
Conſcience ? 

J. 117, Every Man has a Right to preſerve himſelf, his 
Rights and- Privitedges, againſt him who has no Authority to 
invade them: And this was the Caſe of Sampſon, who made 
War upon the Philiſtines for burning his Wife and her Father; 
eampſon, who was but a private Perſon, knew he could have no 
other Kind of Juſtice againſt them, than what the Law of Na- 
ure gives every Man. | . 1 

a III. 
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J. 1tz. The Work of all Magiſtrates is always and every 
where the Came, even in the doing of Juſtice, and procutin 
the Weltare of thoſe that create them. This we learn from 
common Senſe. Nato, Ariſtotle, Cicero, and the beſt humane Ay. 
thors lay it as an unmoveable Foundation, upon which the 
build their Arguments relating to Matters of that Nature. And 
the Apoſtle Pau! declares, Kom. xiii. ' That Rulers are not 4 
zerror to good Works, but to evil. Wilt thou then not be afraid 
of the Power? Doe that which u good, and thou Halt have Praif 
of the fame; for be s the Miniſter of God unto thee for good: 
But if on do that which ü evil, be afraid; for be bearal 
not the Sword in vain, for he u the Nliniſter of God, a Bk 
venger to execute Wrath uon him that doth evil. For this Canſe 
pay you Tribute alſo, Rom. xiii. 6. Andtae Reafon St. Pu 
gives for praying for Kings, and all that are in Authority, 
is, That we may live a quiet and peaceable . Life, in all Godlineſ 
and Honeſty, 1 Tim. ii. But if this be the Work of the Magi. 
ſtrate, and the glorious Name of God's Miniſter be given ty 
him tor the Performance of it, we may eaſily ſee to whom that 
Title belongs. Hu Children and Servants ye are, whoſe Wok WM! 
Je do. He therefore and he only, is the Servant of God, who : 
does the Work of God; who is a Terror to thoſe that do Evil, !: 
and a Praiſe to thoſe that do wel; who beareth the Sword fn 
the Puniſhment of Wickedneſs and Vice; and fo governs, that the ! 
People may live quietly in all Godlineſs and Honefly, The Or Wa 
der Of his Inſtitution is inveſted, and the Inſtitution vacated, WE v 
if the Power be turned to the'Praiſe of thoſe who do Evil, 1! 
becomes a Terror to ſuch as do well; and that none who live WM H 
honeſtly and juſtly can be quiet under it. If God be the Foun- W': 
tain of Juſtice, Mercy and Truth, and thoſe his Servants who b 
walk in them; no exerciſe of Violence, Fraud, Cruelty, Pride, & 
or Avarice, is patronized by him: And they who are the Ay 
thors of thoſe Villanies, cannot but be the Miniſters of bin, WM 
who ſets himſelf up againſt God; becauſe 'tis impoſſible that L. 
Truth and Falſnood, Mercy and Crueity, Juſtice and the fnoit ſo 
violent Oppreſſion, can proceed from the fame Root. It was 2 
Folly and a Lye in thoſe Jewe, to eall themſelves the Children Bi ha 
of Abraham, who did not the Works of Arabam; and Chnit Wi by 
declared them to be the Children of the Devil, whoſe Work 
they did, John viii. 39. 44. which Words proceeding from the 
eternal Truth, do as well ſheweto us, whoſe Child and Servant 
every Man is to be accounted, as to thoſe who firſt heard them, 
All Princes therefore, that have Power, are not to be eſteemed 
equally the Miniſters of God. They that are ſo, muſt receive 
their Bignity from a Title that is not common to all, even from 
a juſt Employment of their Power to the Encouragement of Ver 
rue, and to the Diſcouragement of Vice. He that pretends to 
the Veneration and Obedience due to the Miniſters of God, mult 
by his Actions manifeſt that he is ſo. And, tho? I am unwil 
iing io advance a Propation that may ſound harſhly to _ 
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Years, I am enclined to believe, That the ſame Rule which ob- 
liges us to yield Obedience to the good Magiſtrate, who is the 
Miniſter of God, and aſſures us, that in obeying him, we obey 
God ; does equally obli ge us not to obey thoſe who make them- 
ſelves the Miniſters of the Devil, leſt 1n obeying them, we 
obey the Devil, whoſe Works they do. And the Apoſtle, com- 
manding our Obedience to the Miniſters of God for our good, 
commands us, not to be obedient to the Miniſter of the Devil 
to our Hurt; for we canno! ſerve two Maſters. Ey this it ap- 
pears, that Kings, and the loweſt Officer of Juſtice in the World, 
is the Miniſter of God tor good, as well as a wy. any other 
Magiſtrate, they ate to be feared by thoſe that do ill, and not 
by ſuch as do well; for having no more Power than what the 
Law dire&s, they cannot depart from the Precepts of the Apoſtle : 
My own Actions therefore, or the Senſe of my own Guilt arifing 
from them, is to be the Meaſure of my Fear of that Magiſtrate, 
who is the Miniſter of God, and not his Power. 

J. 113. St. Chryſoftom, in his Expoſition on St. Pau!'s Words, 
Let every Soul be ſuljeF to the higher Powers, ſaithyj He tells w 
nt what thoſe higher Powers are, nor who = are, for he never 
intended to overthrow all Governments and the ſeveral Conſflituti- 
ons of Nations, and ſubje# all to one Man's Will. Every good 

acknowledged,, that the Laws of the Empire was 
above himſelf: And the ſame Principle and Notion. of Gg- 
vernment has obtain'd all along in Civiliz'd Nations; It 
dit, ſays Pindar, calls the Law King over all. Orphews, in his 
Hymns, calls it, the King of Gods and Men: Becauſe, ſays he, 


tis that that fits at the Helm of all humane Affairs. Plato, in 


bis Book De Legibus, ſaith, That that ought to have the greateſt 
Way in the Commonwealth. In his Epiſtles he commends that 
Form of Government, in which the Law is made Lord and 

and no Scope given to any Maa to tyrannize over the 
Laws. Ariſtotle is of the ſame Opinion in his Politicks; and 


lo is Cicero in his Book De Legibw, That the Laws ought to 


govern the Magiſtrate, as they do the People. The Law therefore 
having — 4 accounted the Mabel Power on Earth, 
by the Judgment of the moſt Learned and Wiſe Men that ever 
vere, and by the Conſtitution of the beſt ordered States; and 
it being very certain, that the Doctrine of the Goſpel is neither 
contrary to Reaſon, nor the Laws of Nations, that Man is truly 
aud properly ſubject to the higheſt Powers, who obeys the Law 
and the * ſo far as they govern according to Law. 
do that St. Paul does not᷑ only comraand the People, but Princes 
tbemſelves, to be in Subjection, who are not above the Laws, 
but bound by them; For there is no Power but of God: That 
is 0 Form, no lawful Conſtitution of any Government, but is 
by his Providence or Permiſſion. The moſt antient Laws that 
we known to us, were formerly aſcrib'd to God, as their Au- 
thor, For the Law ſays Cicero in his Politicks, iu no other 
nded Reaſon, derived from God bim- 

ſelf, 
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felf, enjoying whatever j juſt and -right, and forhiding the con. 
47). 3 
1. 114. Ezekiel xiv. g. Thus ſaith the Lord, Let it ſufgy 
you, O Princes of Iſrael; remove Violeuce and Spoil, and execyt- 
Judgment and Juſtice, take away your Exactions from my People, 
ſaith the Lord God. I challenge any Man to produce any Serip. 
ture, that allows Governours, Magiſtrates, Kings or Princes, an 
Abſolute Authority: And where there is no Abſolute Autho- 
rity, there can be no Abſolute Subjection due. | 

FJ. 115. We find in the Reign of Darius, the Laws were 
made by the People, by all the Prefidents of the Kingdoms, 
Governors, Princes, Councellors and Captains, which, when the 
King had ſigned, was irrevocable and unalterable, and not in 
the Power of their Kings to alter or diſpenſe with; ſo that 
their Laws were ſuperior to the King himſelf, and after the 
Law was made, the King had no Power to ſuſpend the Exe- 
cution on his great Favourite, his beloved Daniel, who was the 
- greateſt Man in the Kingdom, next the King; and, tho he (et 
his Heart to deliver him, and labour'd to the going down of 
the Sun, between the Aﬀection he had for the Prophet, and his 
Reſpe& to the Law, yet he could not ſave him: So Daniel 
was delivexg'd up to the Lions, ſo that the Superiority of 
the Law to Kingly Power, was ackgowledg'd in the Median 
and Perſian Monarchy ; and King Dariw, tho' as potent a Prince 
4 moit that ever reign'd, vail'd his Crown to the Regency of 
the Law, and acknowledg'ds himſelf unable to alter it, or to 
ſuſpend the Execution thereof, Dan, vi. And thus the Limitz- 
tion of Power, and the 3 of Laws in Matters of Go- 
vernment, have an Original in the early Ages of the World. 

«4. 116. The Doctrine of abſolute Paſſive- Obedience is in- 
conſiſtent with the Goodneſs of God, and the Love he hath 
for Man; and 1s deſtructive of the End, Intent and Deſign 
of God's Laws, which is Man's Happineſs. For God, who is 
infinitely Happy in himſelf, had no other Motive than the 
Happineſs of Mlan in thoſe Rules he has given him to walk 
by; and for that Reaſon has made it a Duty in him to hel 
the poor and miſerable, relieve the oppreſſed and diſtreſſed 
and do all manner of Kindneſs and good Offices to one ano- 
ther. Can it then be preſumed that he requires Obedience to 
Tyrannical Power, which brings Poverty, Miſery and Deſolati- | 
on on a Nation? If it be a Duty to relieve the Poor, it 
muſt be a Duty to binder People from falling into that miſe- 
rable Condition, which they cannot prevent, except they have 
a Right to oppoſe Arbitrary Power. And if it be a Duty 
to promote the Publick Good; which they cannot do if they 
are obliged to ſubmit to Tyrannical Government, it muſt be 
their Duty to oppoſe it. There is no Duty that a Man - owes 
to his Neighbour, or himſelf, but does oblige him to oppoſe 
Tyrannical Government, in doing thereof he gives that Ho- 
nour, and performs the Duty which he owes to his ow 
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ohich cannot more be ſhown then in imitating him, by promo 
ting the Good and Happineſs of his Fellow Creatures. 
J. 117. The Preaching or Promoting of Paſſive Obedience with- 
out Reſerve, is a much greater Crime than the encouraging of 
R:bellion 3 becauſe a Cavil-War, tho! very ſharp, canndt con- 
tinue long, and a Nation may flouriſh and be happy again, But 
if once Arbitrary Government be introduced upon the Princi- 
ples of Paſſive Obedience, Peoples Miſeries are endleſs; there is 
w Proſpe& or Hopes of Redreſs: Every Age will add new Op- 
peſlions, and new Burdens to a People already exhauſted, If 
ee, by God's Command, was to be curſed that removed his Neigh- 
" Whour's Land-Mark, what Curſes may they deſerve, that make it 
* Wl their Buſineſs to preach or promote abſolute Paſſive Obedience, 
dich removes all the Buunds, Fences and Securities that whole 
Nations have, not only for their Lands, but their Liberties and 
Lives, and proſtrates them at the Feet of a ſingle Perſon. Our 
firſt Reformers, and the generality of Proteſtant and Popiſh 
Writers, were wg unacquainted witli this Doctrine, which 
can never reliſh well with free born Subjects; nor has it any 
other Uſe than to encourage Kings to be Tyrants, and to ren- 
ter them odious, and their People miſerable. And what ſad - 18 
and fatal Conſequences always attend Tyranny, and the dread- | | 
ful Effects of Arbitrary. Power, all Ages can atteſt. ey | 
J. 118. Is it poſſible for any one to imagine, that if this bh 
Doctrine were true, none but ſome few Divines of the Church 
of England, ſhouldin all the World, never find in the Scriptures, 
in the Fathers, in Reaſon, in the Laws, thoſe Notions of abſo- 
lute Power, and abſolute Obedience, or Non-Refiftance, which 
thoſe Divines taught as Doctrines neceſſaty to Salvation ? Is it 
poſſible it ſhould never come into their Minds, to compare their | 
Opinious with the Opinions of the Dogors of the toregoing f 
Age, whoſe Hypotheſis is ſo cuntrary to thoſe they have endea- | 
our d to obtrude theſe Sixty Years laſt paſt, upon us ? Is it || 
poſſible they ſhould not bluſh at the terrible Confequences of = 
this Doctrine, both to“ our Kings and the whole Kingdom, | 
which it hath brought upon us for many Years paſt, which we 
fel to this Day. 2 | 
J. 119. It's a Wonder how Men, not fond of Slavery, ſhould | 
nantain Maxims ſo pernicious to humane Society; for if this 
Doctrine had always obtained and proſelited all Men to its be- 
lef, we, and all Europe, ſhould bave been miſerable under 
Iytanny and Oppreſſion to this Day. At this Rate a King 
reeds no Army to ruin and enſlave his People; he alone, 
— 2 few rafcally Slaves might rob them of their Lives and 
ortunes, 73.05 | 
J. 120. The greate& and wiſeſt Nations, and the beſt of 
Hen in all Ages, have reckon'd it not only lawful for the Pev- = 
* under the moſt abſolute Governments, to do themſelves: = 
uſtice, in Caſe of Oppreſſion, but have thought the doing of it a * | 
Duty incumbent on them, and which they owed to — | 


e hed. it. Ai. BR v ER. 


— TR RUansgwaC 7 c& © r mos 2 


and their Poſterity: And the chief Inſtruments of the 
Revolutions or Changes that have happen'd in the World, 
Slavery to Liberty, have always been accounted as Heroes, ſent 
by God Almighty, from time to time, for the Redemption or 

an from Miſery in this World; they were accordingly ho- 
nour'g and reſpected whilſt they lived, and their Memories hays 
been, and will be held in Veneration by all Poſterit7. 

J. 121. The Doctrine of Abſolute Paſtve-Obedience is a tres 

ſonable, {laviſh and peruicious Doctrine, by diſarming the People 

Of all their Civil Rights, and taking away Selt-Defence, which 
is the Law of God and Nature, and inveſting the King with ah. 
ſolute Authority, by making all the Revolutions and Changes 
of Kings, that have been in England, damnable Rebellions and 
Uſurpations, and all our Kings and Queens Uſurpers that haye 
proceeded from the Loins of thoſe Kings; it makes all the Family 
of the Stuarts Uſurpers, as proceeding from the Loins bf Hen, ;. 
who was made King by Virtue of an Act of Parliament, (hilt 
the next Heir was living) ſo that Her moſt excellent Majeſty 
is an Uſurper, according to this Doctrine; as being a Sum, 
and all that pretend to the Crown of England, have no Ripht 
according to this Doctrine, it makes the late Revolution x 
damnable Rebellion and Uſurpation, and the Queen her elf ; 
Rebel and Uſurper : Without that Revolution Her Majeſty had 
never been Queen : Is not this a Doarine to be abhorred ? 

F. 122. Now, what ſay ye for your. ſelves, all ye Patrons, 
Preachers, and furious Maintainers of the {laviſh e of ab- 
ſolute Paſſive Obedience to the Will and Pleaſure of the Prince, 

that a Bill of Indictment for . ſhould not be prefer, 
red againſt you, for making all our Revolution Kings, Uſur- 
rs and Rebels; and all that have proceeded from them Uſurpers, 
which yet never failed of a conſtant Succeſſion) by denying the 
Power of the People, who made thoſe Revolutions and Changes 
of Government, and who have made and confirmed the late 
Revolution in all the ſucceeding Parliaments? This Revolution 
King, with the Lords and Commons in Parliament aſſembled, 
who did alter the Succeſſion from the Houſe of Savoy to the Houſe 
of Hannover, were the whole Legiſlative Authority of the Na- 
tion: Deny this if you dare: Or, that the Queen, with the 
Lords and Commons in Parliament aſſembled, cannot alter the 
Succeſſion and Courſe of Deſcent thereof? There's Vox Populi 
again; the whole People of Exßland in Epitome. | 
J. 123, The Doctrine of abſolute Faſtve-Obedience is a treaſo- 
nable Doctrine againſt Civil Society, by encouraging Rebellion, 
Uſurpation, and Tyranny. For ſuppoſe that any one of our 
Generals, &c. ſhould inſinuate to the Soldiers that the Govern- 
ment was not rightly managed, nor Juſtice and 7 truly 
performed; and by great Promiſes of Money and Preferment, 
to the Officers and Soldiecs, ſhould get into the Throne by ther 
Aſſiſtance, (which God forbid;) ſuch Reſiſtance would ( I verily 
believe) be a damnable Rebellion. Eut when in the * 
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he would be God's Vicegerent, ordained of God, and not to | 
be reſiſted upon Pain of Damnati on, according to the Doctrine of | 
abſolute Paſfrve Obedience; ſo that if any Tyrant or Uſurper ſhould 1 
get into the Throne, St. Paul, as they ſcandalouſly expound him, 
hath tied up your Hands, you rauſt be Hive; the People have 
no Power, it is all in the Magiſtrate; tho* they have Power 
and Authority to chuſe this Magiſtrate, yet that very Minute 
he is choſen, their Power and Authority vaniſheth 3 and if 
he turn never ſo great a Tyrant, they have nothing but Prayers | 
and Tears to help them 3 for now he hath God's Authority 
and Power (tho? he has neither his Patent or Warrant to fhew - - 
for it) either to ruin, or make you happy; 'tis no Matter | 
for your Laws, they are but dead Letters; his Will and Plea- 
ſure is above that, and if he be a Terror to good Works, and a | 
Rewarder of Evil, and acts diametrically contrary to the 
Nature and Deſign of his Office, both from God and Man, 
and ſhould raviſh, and cauſe to be raviſhed, your Wives and 
Daughters before your Face, and rob, burn, and deſtroy all 
before him; \ notwithſtanding all this, he is ſtill God's Vice- 
zerent, God's Magiſtrate, and not to be reſiſted, &c. And 
who dare ſay unto him, What doſt thon? Now, ye ſworn 
Enemies to Church and State, what ſay you for your ſelves, that 
a ſecond Bill of Indictment of High Treaſon ſhould not be pre- 
ferred againſt you, for encouraging of Rebellion, Uſurpation 
aid Tyranny, by teaching the Doctrine of abſolute Fiſive Obedi- | 
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ence; what ſay you for your ſelves ?., Are you guilty or not 
puilty? Hold up your Hands. If thou wilt be tryed by the 
whole Legiſlative Authority of the Nation, they muſt condemn 
you or themſelves. | 
111 124. Where was the Doctrine of abſolute Paſivs Obedienc® | 
Loyalty, when the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, Gentlemen i 
and Commonalty invited the Prince of Orange to come with 9 
umed Forces to oblige the Lord's Anointed, God's Vice- = 
grent, once their lawful Sovereign, (to whom they had ſworn | 
Allegiance, and had before promiſed to ftand by him with | 
thetr Liyes and Fortunes, in all their Addreſſes to him, after 
lis coming to the Throne) to oblige him (IAV) to revoke 
vhat he had done amiſs, and to bind him in Chains, and his 
Nobles in Fetters of Iron, that he ſhould not govern accordin | 
to bis Will and Pleaſure, but according to Law, their - Wil 
adPleaſure 3 and when the Biſhops refuſed to diſown (to King | 
Janes ) their inviting over the Prince, or to ſubſcribe an Ab- | 
rrence of the Invitation, by which it appears that they did | 
ite him over, or allow'd of Reſiſtance, when their Church - A 
Vs in Danger : And where was that Doctrine, when the No- | 
ality, Gentry, and Commonalty roſe to join the Prince of 
Urange, after he was landed? And when the Biſhops and No- 
lemen met at Guild-Hall, and deſired the Prince to take upon 
um the Adminiſtration of the Government, and when the 
avertion, with the Lords Spiritual and Temporal pare the 
. rowu 
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and Peterborrough, all in a Body, waited upon the King and 


to them as follows: Tho* we know not all your Perſons, yet m 


judge, if our Pretenſions are not juſt, generow, ſincere and alove Pric 
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Crown and Dignity to the Prince and Princeſs of Orange, and 
when the Parliament made War againſt the late King Fame; 
in Ireland, did they not kill him and his Adherents 2s much 
as in them lay, at the Battle of the Boyne, &c. was that according 
to the Doctrine of Paſſive Obedience? | 

J. 125. Where was Paſive-Obedience on the third of Ofoþey, 
1688, when the Archbiſhop of Canterbury, Biſhop of Londy, 
Vincheſter, Aſaph, Ey, Chicheſter, Rocheſter, Bath and Welt, 


—, > 4 ns 4 So. 2+ Bo 


the Arch-biſhop made a Speech to him, and afterwards read and 
delivered to him ten Articles, or Propoſals of their Advice far 
the better redreſſing of the Abuſes in his Government, the Sub- ; 
ſtance of which was very near the ſame with that of the 
Prince of Oranges Declaration, except in one or two Particu- 
lars... The Biſhop of Rocheſter obſerves, That they were drawn 
at Lambeth on the firſt of Ofober, the very ſame Day that Ml ; 
the Prince's Declaration was ſign'd in Holland, being the Tenth 
N. S. which was our Firſt O. S. 

J. 126. Where was your. P:ſtve Obedience, Nov. the firſt 1688, 
when a Parcel of the Prince of Orange's Declarations being in- g 
tercepted in London, and upon reading that Expreſſion in it, Ml 
That the Prince was moſt earneſtly invited hither by divef 
of the Lords, both ſpiritual and temporal, and others, the King Bi » 
ſent for ſome of the Biſhops again, and required of themaM 
Paper under their Hands in Abhorrence of the Prince of Oranges x 
intended -Invaſion by ſuch à Day, which Abhorrence was de- N 
ſigned to bave been tacked to a Proclamation then in the Prefs, 
tor ſuppreſſing the Prince's Declaration. The Biſhops of Cu- 
terbury, London, Peterborrough, and Rocheſter (on whom this i p, 
w_ only fell) refuſed to do it, upon which his Majeſty 

as very much incenſed againſt them, and parted from them with I ., 
Indignation. And thereupon the Feſuited Party at Court were ſi 
violently enraged, that as we are credibly inforn*d (ſaith the Biſhop 
of Rocheſter ) one of the chief adviſed in a Heat, they ſhould all be in- 
priſoned, and the Truth extorted from them by Violence. 

J. 127. Where was the Doctrine of abſolute Paſſive-Obedienc 
and Loyalty, when on the fifth of November, 1688. the Printe lam 
ded; and on the twelfth, when the Lord Cornbury, with his Royal 
Regiment of Dragoons, and the Duke of St. Alban's Regiment 
of Horſe, commanded by Colonel Langſton, went over to the 
Prince? On the fifteenth of November, the Gentry of Somerſt- 
ſhire and Dorſetſhire waited on the Prince at Exeter, who ſpoke 


bade a Catalugue of your Names, and remember the Character of 
your Worth and Intereſt in your Countrey. You ſee we are com 
according to your Invitation, and our Tromiſe. Our Duty to Gol 
obliges ws to protect the Proteſtant Religion; and our Love to An- 
bing, your Liberties and e let the World u 


fince we might have had even a Bridge of Gold to return back 4, but : 


- . 


u our Principle and Reſolution, rather to die in a good Cauſe, than lire 
in a bad one; well knowing that Vertue and true Honour is its own 
rand, and the Happineſs of Mankind our great and only Deſig u. 

On the 16th the Lord Delamere aſſembled fitty Horſemen, and 
* MW marched to Manchefter, and the next Day to Boden-Downs ; his 
Forces being encreaſed to One hundred and fifty, he de.larcd his 
Defign was to joyn the Prince of Orange; and this ſinall Party of 
Men, by Degrees, drew in the Earl of Devonſbire, Earl of Stam- 
F ford, Earl of Danby, Sir Srraop How, Sir V. Kuſſel, &c. and all 
WY the North. | | 

J. 128. Where was the Doctrine of abſolute unconditionate 
1 Paſrue Obedience and Loyalty, when Sancroft, Arc h-biſnop of Cau- 
„er, ( who was the firſt who ſigned the Prince of Orange's In- 

"Wl vitation to the City) went from Guild-Hall, and demanded the 
Keys of the Tower of Sir Bevel Skelton, King Fames's Lieutenant, 
in the Name of the Lord-Mayor, and the Lords Spiritual and 
Temporal» then affembled at Guild- Hall, which the Lieutenant 
delivered to him, and he delivered the ſame (as by Order from 
the Lords, & c.) to the Lord Lucas, who took immediate Poſlefli- 
on thereof, which would have been as real Acts cf Leſe Myeſtats, 
if King James had not torfeited the Duty and Obedience of his 
Subjects, as if he had ſtabbed him to the Heart ? 

J. 129. And where was that Doctrine, when Prince Gene of 
Denmark, the Duke of Grafton, Duke of Ormond, Lord Churchil, 
now Duke of Marlborough, and many others of the Proteftant 
Nobility, went over to the Prince of Orange, at Sherborn-Caſtle ? 
November the 29th, Briſtol was ſeiz d by the Earl of Shrewsbury, 
and Sir John Guiſe; the Lord Lovelace was delivered by the Gentry 
of Glouceſterſbire, out of the Caſtle of Glouceſter, where he was a | 
Priſoner ; Newcaſtle received the Lord Lomly ; York was in the | 
Hands of the aſſociated Lords; and the Garriſon of Hull ſeized 
the Lord Langdale, their Governour, a Papiſt, and the Lord Mont- 
gomery, and diſarm'd ſome Poprſþ Forces newly ſent thither? 

J. 130. Where was the Doctrine of abſolute Paſſive Obedience 
and Loyalty, when Prince George of Denmark, the Duke of Ormond, .- 
Lord Mordant, Earl of Macclesfield, Lord Wiltfhire, Lord Corubury, 4 
Lord Colcheſter, and ſeveral other Lords; Sir William Portman, * 
dir Rowland Gwyn, Coll. Seng, and many other Knights and Gen- 
tlemen rode into the City of Salubury, with the Prince of Orange 
and his Army, on the 4th of December? And where was that 
Doctrine, when the Princes Ann, (our moſt gracious and good 
Veen) with the Lady Churchil, (now Dutcheis of Marlborongh ) 

Lady Berkley, and the Biſhop of London, went to the North, to 
thoſe Forces then in Arms fur the Prince of Orange? And on De- 
ember the 5th, when the Earl or Oxford came to the Prince of | 
Orange at Salisbury? And the Came Day the Lord Herbert of Cber- 
bury, Sir Edward Hurley, and moſt of the Gent ry of Worceſterftire N 
and Herefordſhire met at Worceſter, and declared for the Prince of | 
Orange; Ludlow Caſtle was taken for the Prince by the Lord 
Herbert and Sir Walter Blount, ay the Popiſh Sheriff of 1 ene 

ecured 


(50) 
ſocured in it by that Peer. The pretended Prince of "ales was 
(ent to preſmouth, with Orders to the Lord Dartmouth, to ſend 
him under a Convoy, with his Nurſe, into France, which he te. 
fuſing, he was brought back to London on the 8th of December, 
| December the 11th, King Fames withdrew himſelf from London; 
was taken at Feverſham the tzath; the 16th he returned to / lite- 
| Hall, and put out au Ordcr of Council, againſt all riotous and 
| tumultuous BENS and Diſorders, &c. December the 11th, 


about Three in the Morning, the King went to Graveſend in a 
ſmall Boat. About Ten a Clock, the Lords Spiritual and 
Temporal, about Town, came to Guild- Hall, in Loudon, and 
ſending tor the Lord-Mayor and Aldermen, made the tollowing 
Declaration, viz. | | 


Vie doubt not but the Forld believes, that in this great and dangerou 
Conpurture, we are heartily and zealouſly concerned for the, Proteſtant 
Religion, the Laws of the Land, and the Liberties and Properties 
the Subjeft. And his Aajfty having withdrawn himſelf : Ve do ther. 
fre 3 reſolve to apply our ſelves to hs Highneſs the Pring 

of Orange, c. 

5 x. do herely declare, That we will, with our utmoſt Endeavour, 
aſſſt hs Highneſs in the obtaining ſuch a Parhament with all Sen, 
wherein our Laws, our Liberties, and Properties may be ſecured, tl 
Church of England in particular, with a gue Liberty to Proteſtant 
Diſſenters; and in general, the Proteſtant Religion and Inteteſt 
over the whole World, may be ſupported and eneonraged, to the Glay 
of God, the Happineſs of the eſtabliſhed Government in theſe King- | 
doms, and the Advantage of all Princes aud States in Chriſtendam, 

4 that may be herein concerned. In the mean time we will endeavour t 

| preſerve, as much gs in ws les, the Peace aud Security of oy: gr 

and populow Cities of London aud Weſtminſter, and the Parts a. 

Jacent, by taking care to diſarm all Papiſts, and ſecure all Jeſuits, ai 

Roman Prieſts, who ate in and about the ſame. Aud if there be any / 

Y 
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bing more to be performed by 16, for promoting hu Highneſs's gene- 
row Intentions for the publick Good, we ball be read to do it u 


Occaſion requires, 


2 
3 | | N 
Signed by V. Cant, I. Ebor, Pembr oak, 92 Mulgrave, Tl. * 
net, Carſlile, Craven, Ailuwbury, Burlington, Suſſex, Berkley, A. 
cheſter, Newport, Weymouth, J. Wincheſter, FV. Aſaph, F. 77 Tho, P 
Roffen, Tio. Petriburng, P. Wharton, North and Gray, Chang m 
 B#lontogue, T. Jermyn, e Carbery, Culpepper, Crew, Ofulſion, * 
And they ordered the Earl of Pcmbrook, the Lord Viſcount 49. * 
mouth, the Biſhop of Ely, and the Lord Culpepper, forthwith to 7. 
attend his Highi.efs, the Prince of Orange, with the (aid Declai © 
ration; and at the ſame time to acquaint bis Highneſs with 
what we have further done at this Lloeting, Dated at Guild 
Hall, the 11th of December, 1688. but not according to th D 
Doctrine of abſolute P1ſtve Obedience to Tyranny. 


F. 131 


* 


OY 11 
J. 1. The ſame Day the Lieutenancy of Lyndon ſig ned the 
following Addreſs to the Prince ot Orange, at Guild-Hal, and 
ſent it by Sir Robert Clayton, Sir William Ruſſel, Sir Baail Fixe- 
brace, and Charles Duncomb, Eſquire. Viz. 


May it pleafe your Hi ohneſs, 


We can never ſufficient! efs the deep Senſe we have concei ved, 
ond jor euer DS in = —_— 2 =_ Hybnefs Fn expoſed 
our Perſon to ſo Danger Sea @ „for the Prefercation 
7 the e pF Laws and Liberties of this Kings 
dom, without which unparallel d Fudertaking, we muſt probably bave 
ſuffered all the Miſeries that Poupery and Slavery could have bro -- 
uon 16. fac _ been greatly concerned, _ ker — _ wu 
nat any ſeaſonable tunity to give your Highneſs and : He, 
a veal , 297 Td ha on — Refi to venture all 
that is dear to ys, to attain thoſe glorious Ends which your Highneſs 
has propes'd, for refloring and ſettling theſe diſtracted Nations.” We 
therefore, now me preſent to your Highnefs, our juſt and due 
Acknowledgements for that happy Relief you have brought to ws > 
And, that we may not he wanting at this prefent Conjundure, we have 
put our mg into ſuch a Poſture, that ( by the Bleſſing of God) we may 
be capable to prevent all ill Deſigns, and to preferve this City in Peace 
and Safety, till your Highneſs will pleaſe to repair to this City, with 
what convenient Speed you can, for the perfecking the great Work, 
which your Highneſs has ſo bappily begun, to the general Foy and 
Satufation of us all, | | 5 


J. 132. The ſame Day, December the 11th, the Lord-Mayor, 
Aldermen, and Commons nf this City of London, in Common- 
Council aſſembled, agreed on, and figned an Addreſs to the 
Prince of Orange; Blr his ProteFion, and humbly e ar. 
him ta repair to the City, where his Highneſs ſhould be received wit 
univerſal Joy and . K All which Addreſſes were pre- 
ſented to his Highneſs, the Prince of Orange, by the Fertons 
appointed, the 14th of December, at Henly upon Thames but not 
according to Dr, Hicks, Dr. Melton, Nr. Atterbury, Dr. Sacheverell's 
&c. unconditionate Obedience, = 

J. 133. On the 14th of December, the Privy Council and 
Pecrs, met again, at the Council-Chamber at White-Hall,, and 
made an Order, That all Trifh Officers and Soldiers ſhould deliver. 
up their Arms to ſome of the Officers of the Ordinance to be depoſited 
in the Tower of ndon. Signed by Thomas Ebor, Hallifax, Dor- 
ſet, Carliffe, Craven, Nottingham, Rocheſter, N. Dureſme, F. Win- 
Cheſter, North and Gray, 7 eum, F. tis. | 
J. 134. At that Time all the Forts in England, except 
Portſmouth and Tilbyry, were in the Prince's Hand. The ſame 
Day the Duke of Grafton, by an Order from the' Loxds of the 
Council, march'd thro? the Strand, &c. at the Head of a Foot 
Regiment of Guards, to 8 the Fort of Tilbury out 1 — 

2 | ads 
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Hands of King James's * Iriſh 


their Common-Council Men of each Ward ſhould wait upon bu Hi. hneſs, 


' your Highneſs. 


5 
— 


52 | E 
Soldiers. The 17th, King 
diſcharged Leybourn, a Popiſh Biſhop, out of Newgate. The 18tn, 
the King went to Rocheſter, and the ſame Day the Pmnce of 
Orange came to St. James's, attended by a great Number of No- 
bility and 'Gentry. And on the ſame Day, the Common- 
Council of the City paſſed an Order, That all the Aldermen, and 


24 


and congratulate him upon his Arrival to the City ; and on the 2oth 
they went to St. Fames's, where Sir George Treby, their Recorder, 
made the following Speech in their Names, viz. 


May it pleaſe your Highneſs, 
J. 135. The Lord- Mayor being diſabled. by Sickneſs, your Highneſs u 
attended by the „eu. pln on Ye of the Capital Ciry of thus Ke 
dom, deputed to congratulate your Highneſs upon this great and glo- 
ri0us Occaſion,  - | 
In which labouring for Words, we canuot but come ſhort in Expreſi- 
on : Reviewing our late Danger, we remember our Church and State 
over-run by Popery and Arbitrary Power, and brought to the Point of 
Deſtruction, by the Conduct of Men ( that were our true Invaders) that 
broke the ſacred Fences of our Laws (which was worſt) the very Con- 
ſtitut ion of our Legiſlature. | Mt 4 to | 
So that thera were no Remedy but the laſt. | 
The only Perſon under Heaven, that could apply thu Remedy, was 


tou are of a Nation, whoſe Alliance, in all times, has been agreeable 
and proſperous to 16, 

. You are of a Fami'y. moſt illuſtrins Benefactars to Mankind; to 
have a Title of a Sovereign Prince, Stadtholder, and to bave worn 
the Imperial Crown, are amongft their leſſer Dig nities. 

They have long enjoy'd a Dignity fingular and tranſcendent, viz. 
To he the Champions of Almighty God, ſent forth in ſeveral Ages 10 
vindicate Hu Cauſe againſt the greateſt Oppreſſions. 

Io this. Divine Commiſion our Nobles, our Gentry, and among them 
our brave Engliſh Soldiers, render themſe:ves and their Arms upon 
your Appearing. Great Sir, 5 N 

When we look back to the laſt Month, and contemplate the Swiftneſs 
aud Fulneſs of our, preſent Deliverance, aſtoniſbed we think i 
niraculow. | 2 2 Nr 

tour Highneſs, led by the Haud of Heaven, and call by the Voice 
of the People, has preſerved our deareſt Intereſts. | 

The Proteſtant Religion, which is primitive Chriſtianity ; reſtor'd ow 
Laws, which are our ancient Title to our Lives, Liberties and Eſtates, 
aud without which this World were a N N | 

ui bat Retribution can we make to your Highneſs ? Our Thoughts 
are full charg'd with Gratitude. | 
Your Highneſs has a laſting Monument in the Hearts, in the Pray- 
ers, in the Praiſes of all good Men amongſt iu. 
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And late Poſterity will celebrate Your ever gloriow Name, till Time 
ſhall be no more. | 


J. 136. On t 


21ſt of December, about Sixty of the Peers 


met at St. FamePs who all (hong two) ſubſcribed a Paper in 
er 


the Nature of an Aſſociation: After which his Highueſs made a 
ſhort Speech to them. 

J. 137. On the 22d, the Lords Spiritual and Temporal aſſem- 
bled at Veſtminſter, in the Houſe of Lords, and appointed Francis 
Gwin, Eſq; to ſign ſuch Orders, as ſhould be from Time to Time 


by them made, which was thus, ſigned by 


Thomas Eby, Norfolk, Somerſet, Grafton, Ormond, Beaufort, 
Northumberland, Halifax, Oxford, Rent, Bedford, Pembrook, Dorſet, 
Devonſhire, 3 Mancheſter, Rivers, Stamford, Thanet, 
Scarſdale, Clarendon, Burlington, Suffſex, Macclesfield, Radnor, 
Berrley, Nottingham, , Rocheſter, Fauconberg, Mordant, Newport, 
Weymouth, Hatton, V. Aſaph, F. Ely, La. Ware, R. Eure, P. Whar- 
tow, Paget, North and Gray, Chandow, Montague, Grey, Maynard, 
T. Jernyn, Vaughn, Carbery, T. Culpepper, Lucas, Delamere, Crew, 
Lumley, Cartaret, Ofulſton. | 
J. 138. The 23d, King James withdrew himſelf from Rocheſter, 
and went to Dover, and embark'd in a Veſſel there for France. 

* 139. The aforegoing Peers being aſſembled the 25th of De- 
cember i nthe Houſe of Lords, ſigned and preſented to his High- 
neſs this Addreſs. 5 | 


Pie, the Lords Spiritual and Temporal afſembled in this Conjundure, 


doigeſire your Highneſs to take upon you the Admmſtration J the pub- 
lick. Af airs, both Civil and Military ; and the Diſpoſal of the publick 
dee, for the Preſervation of our Religion, Rigbis, Laws, Liberties 
and Properties, and of the Peace of the Nation, till the meeting of the 
Convention, January 22. And the Lords, &c. did humbly defire 
his Highneſs to cauſe Letters to be written, ſubſcribed by him- 
ſelr, to all the Lords, being Proteſtants, and all the Counties 
c. to ſend Members to the Convention, ou Jan. 22d. 
J. 140. On the gth of January following, about thirty Lords, 
and eighty Gentlemen of Scotland, 17K a Paper to the ſame 
PRs which was delivered to his Hi 
y the Duke of Hamilton, their Preſident. 
J. 141. On Jan. 22d, 1689, The Convention being met ac- 
cording to his Higbneſs's Order, they order d, That the Thanks 
of both Houſes ſhould be returned to his Highneſs, in the behalf of the 
whole Nation, for his Highneſss happy Deliverance of thi Kingdom 
Fom Popery, Slavery and Deſpotick Pawer, and for the Hh bag 
of the Proteſtant Religion, and the Lars, Rights, Priviledges, and 
Cuſtoms of our Land, &c. And both Houſes order'd the 31 of 


January for a Day of publick Thankſgiving in London and Veſt- 


minſter, and within Ten Miles Diſtance, for that great Delive- 
rance: And on the 14th of February following, throughout the 
whole Kingdom. But not according to the Doctrine of abſolute 
Piſtve Obedience. 3 I. 142, 
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ghneſs, in their Preſence, 
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J. 142. On the 28th of Fanuary the Convention paſſed this 
Vote. Reſolved, That King James the Second having endeavoured t» 
ſubvert the Conſtitution cf thu Kingdom, by breaking the Original 
Contrad between King and People, and by the Advice of Teſuits, and 
other wicked Perſons, From violated the Wait Laws, and having 
withdrawn himſelf but of this Kingdom, hath Abdicated the Govern- 
ment, and that the Throne ws thereby become vacant. Was this ac- 
cording to the Doctrine of Non-Refiſtance ? 88. 
5 J. 143. On the cth of Fhuary the Lotds aſſented to the ſaid 

Ott. 

J. 144. The Word A4b4icated, relates to all the Clauſes aforego- 
Ing, as well as to his deſerting the Kingdon, or elſe they would 
have been wholly in vainzthe meaning of that Word 1s, that King 
James by violating the Original Contract, and by endeavourin 
to ſubvert the fundamental Conſtitution, and by refuſing to re- 
ſtore it to its former Condition (all which was expreſs'd by his 
withdrawing himſelf out of the Kingdom) did abdicate the Go. 
vernment, that is, by refuſing to govern us according to that 
Law by which he held the Crown, he did implicitly renounce his 
Title to it; for 'tis a Right inherent and inſeparable from all 
Nations, to have the ſame Power of making Laws for their own 
Preſervation and better Government, that their Anceſtors had, 

©. 145, And on the 12th, the Lords Spiritual and Tempo- 
ral, an Commons, did reſolve, That William and Mary, Prince 
and Princeſs of Orange, be declared King and Queen of England, &Fc. 

J. 146. On the 13th, the Lords and Commons order'd a Pro- 


tlimation to be publiſhed, wherein they ſay, That the Prince and 


| Age; 4d Orange having accepted the Crown according to their De- 

fire Me, therefore, the Lords Spiritual and T 1 Commons, 
Together with the Lord Mayor ind Citizens of London, aud other, 
of the Conmons of thi Realm, do with full Conſent, publiſh and proclaim 
William and Mary, Prince and Princeſs of Orange, 1 be King and 
Queen of England, &c. But not according to the Doctrine of 
abſutate Piſce Obedience, By this Revolution the Body of the 
People of England, are reſtored to their ancient Right, and the 
Government re-eftabliſhed upon its primitive aud original 
Fonndation, aud the pretended divine Right of Suoceſſion 
1s now vaniſhed. | 

©. 147. In the Declaration of tbe Nobility and Gentry, and 

Commonalty, aſſembled at Notting ham, to aſſiſt the Prince of 
Orange. Ws hope ( ſay they) all good Proteſtant Subjeds wil, 
with their Lives and Fortunes, be 42 to u, and not to be bug- 
venr'd with the opprobiow Terms of Rebels, by which they would frigl 
ws, to become perfect Slaves to their Tyranmcal Inſolences and * 
ens. For we aſſure our ſelves, that 20 rational and unbiaſsd 
will judge it Rebellion, to defend our Jaws and Religion, which all our 
Princes hace ſworn to at their Coronation, We own it Rebell ion to rehſt 
a King tht governs by Law; but he was always accounted a Tyront 
that wade bis Will the Law, and to reſiſt ſuch a one, we juſtly efteen 
no Rebellion, hut nnecefſary Defence: and in thi , ex 
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may expect a,couble Portion of St. Paul's Damnation, for rebel- 


— 
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doubt not of all honeft Mens Afiftance, and humbly hope for, and im- 
lore the great God's Protection, that turneth the Hearts of his People, 
as pleaſeth him beſt ;, it having been obſerved, that People can never be 
of one Mind, without his Inſpiration, which hath in all Ages confirmed 
that Obſervation, Vox Populi, eſt Vox Dei. RS 

J. 148. Now, according to the Doctrine of Faſtve Obedience, 
without Reſerve, as has been preach'd up, (and is now began 
to be reviv d again) all thoſe Biſhops, Clergy, Nobility, Gen- 
tlemen and Commonalty, who had a Hand in the late Revolu- 
tion, and held that Doctrine, and now hold the fame Doctrine, 


ing againſt their own Doctrine. ET” 

J. 149. In King James the Firſt's Reign, that ridiculous 
Doctrine of Kings being Jure Divino was firſt preached, which 
was never before heard of in all the Eaſtern Tyrannies; and in 
King Charles the Firſt's Time, when Popiſh and French Councils 
found Admiſſion at Court, then aroſe the Doctrine of Piſtve Obe- 
dience without reſerve. There can be no Proofs made Of a di- 
vine Appointment of Kings, or of any other Governours, or 
Forms of Government, ( ſo as to be a Rule for any People or 
Natiou to go by) or that all the Revolut ons and Accidents that 
have happen'd inthe World were by divine Appointmeut ; which 
to aſſert, is to make God the Author, or Approver ot all the 
Tyranny, Rapine, Murder, and Deſolation which have happned 
in the World, which is 2 damnable Sin to aſſert. 

4. 150. Where was the nonſenſical flaviſh Doctrine of Paſfive 
Obedience to Tyranny when Eliſpa prayed for Blindneſs to come 
upon thoſe who'were ſent by the King of Syria to fetch him? 
And when he commanded the Door to be ſhut, and the Meſſen- 
ger to be held faſt, who was ſent for his Head by the King of 
Iſrael ? And when Azariah, with fourſcore valiant Prieſts, thruſt 
out Uzziah, their lawful King, out of the Temple for his Idola- 
try? And when Elijab deſtroyed the two Captains with Fire 
frum Heaven, with the hundred Men under their Command, who 
were ſent at twice bv King Abaziah, to fetch him? And when 
tie Children of Jae ſlew Amaziah, their lawful King, for his 
Idolatry, without any Appointment in Scripture, or Pre | 
of his Duwafal ? And yet that is no where called Rebellion, net- 
ther were they puniſhed by his Son, who was made King 1n 
his Father's ſtead. And when Alatthias, and bis Friends 
pulled down the Altars which were adapted to Idols, 1 Macab. 
l. 25, 43. And when the Edvmites revolted from Jehoram, 
and made themſelves a King? And Libna did alſo revolt 
becauſe of his evil Government, 2 Chron. 21, without any Ap- 
pointment or foretellipg of their Revolt by God in Scripture, 
or being called Rebels. And when Saul's Subjects ſwore that 
Sul ſhould not kill Jonathan, and they reſcued him that he 
died not, 1 Sam. xiv. 45. And tho? the People finned grievouſly 
in aſking a King, yet God aſſented to their Demand, and no 


Prince was ever mose ſolemnly inſtituted than Saul. The Peo- 
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ple choſe him by Lot from amongſt all the Tribes, and he 
was placed in the Throne by the general Conſent of the whole 


Nation: But he turning his lawful Power into Tyranny, diſ- 


obeying the Word of the Prophet, ſlaying the Prieſts, ſparing 
the Amalekites, and oppreſſing the innocent, overthrow his own 
Right, and God declared the Kingdom, which had been given 
him under a conditional Promiſe of Perpetuity, to be entirely 
abrogated. This did not only give a Right to the whole People 
of oppoſing him, but to every particular Man, and upon this 
Account David did not only fly from his Fury, but reliſted it, 
by making himſelf Head or all the diſcontented Perſons that 
would folluw him: He had at firſt Four, and afterwards Stx 
Hundred Men; he kept theſe in Arms againſt Saul, and lived 
upon the Country, and reſolved to deſtroy Nabaſb with all his 
Houſe, only for refuſing to ſend Provifions for his Men; and 


finding himfelf weak 3nd unſate, he went to Achiſh the Phi- 


Iiſtine, and offered his Service againſt Jrael. This was never 
reputed a Sin in David, or in thoſe that followed him, except 
by the wicked Court Flatterer, Docg the Edomite, and the drunk- 
en Fool Natal, who is ſaid to be a Man of Belial. David by 
entertaining and aiming as many as came to him, even to Six 
Hundred M 
liſt than to fly: And no other Reaſon can be given why he 
did not further purſue that Intention, than that he had not 
Power enough, is plain, by his going to Aeilah, and deliring 
their. Aſſiſtance 3 and if the Men of Kealah would have afli- 
ſted him, and been true to him, he would have fought Saul, 
and his Army, elſe why did he enquire of the Lord, whether 
the Men of Aeilib would deliver him up into the Hands of 
Saul, and upon the Lords anſwering, they would deliver him 
up, he and his Men departed the City. 1 Sam, xxiii. David had 
no other Right of making War againſt 1hboſhesh, Sau's Son, 
than againſt Saul, unleſs the Tribe of Judab had made him 
King, But as David did refiſt the Authority of JIſÞbboſheth, 
without aſſuming the Power of a King, tho” deſigned by God, 
and anvinted by the Prophet, *till he was made King of Ju- 
dah by that Tribe; or arrogating to himſelf a Power over 
the other Tribes, *till he was made King by them, and had 
entred into a Covenant with them; 'tis much more certain 
that the Perſuns and the pretended Authority of tyrannical 
Kings, who can have no Title to the Privilege which were 
ue to Saul by virtue of his Inſtitution, may be juitly reſiſt- 
ed. But if Saul who was made King by the whole People, and 
anointed by the Command of God, might be reſiſted when he 
departed from the Law ot his Inſtitution; it cannot be doubt- 
ed that any other for the like Reaſon may not be reſiſted, If 
Reſiſtance was unlawfnl, and a Sin, ſurely David, a Man after 
God's own Heart, wou'd have known it; and he would not 
have involved the Six Hundred Men that came to bis Aſſiſtance, 


en ſufficiently ſhewed his Intention rather to re- 
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in the Sin of Rebellian, but would have told them the Prince 
ws not to be reſiſted,” tho' never ſo great a Tyrant. According 
to the pretended Do&rine of Jure Divino, the vileſt Slave in 
[raz! had become the Lord's Anointed, if he could have killed 
David, Solomon, &c, and found Villains to place him in the 
Throne. | | | 
J. 151. Where was the Bow-ſtring Doctrine of Abſolute Paſſive 
Obedience when the primitive Chriſtians called in Conſtaut ine the 
Great, to aid and aſſiſt them againſt the Tyranny: and Perſecution 
of Maxentius and Maæiminius, with Force of Arms, with which 
they conquer*d thoſe Perſecutors in ſeveral Battles tought againſt 
them? And when the primitive Chriſtians reſiſted Lucinius their 
Emperor, for perſecuting them contrary to Law; and Conſtantine 
the Great joined with them; Who held it his Duty, ſaith Euſebius, 
to deliver an infinite Number of People, by cutting off a few wicked 
ones, as the Peſts and Plagues of the Times? And when the pri- 
nitive Chriſtians under the King of Perſia, reſiſted him for 2 
cuting them, and were aſlifted by Theodofius the Roman Empe- 
tor, who told the King of Perſia, He was ready to defend them, 
and 10 ways to ſee them ſuffer for Religion? And when the Chri- 
ſans of Armenia the Greater, made a League with the Romans 
for the ſecuring of their Perſons, and Religion againſt. the 
Pajians, under whom they lived? And when the Novatiaus aſ- 
ited by the Orthodox, reſiſted and beat the Macedomans, tho? 
they were aſſiſted by Conſtantiws the Emperor with wur thouſand 
Men to drive them from Paphlegonia? And when the primitive 
Chriſtiaus deſtroyed Julians idolatrous Temple? Aud when the 
Luthezan Churches defended themſelves againit the Emperor 
Charles the Fifth? And when the Proteſtants of Auſtria took up 
Arms, Anno 1608. againſt Matthias King of Hungary, for deny- 
lug them the free Exerciſe of their Religion. 

152, Where was the cruel and barbarous Doctrine of Abſolute 
Der Obedience, when the whole Church of England, in ſeveral 
Lonvocations, juſtified the Proteſtants in the reſiſting of their 
Iyrannical Princes, and not only maintained in Words, the Ju- 
ſlice of their Refiſtance, but which is more, they laid down 
tbeir Purſes to help them; and charged themſelves deeply with 
Iares, in Conſideration of Queen Elizabeth's great Charges and 
Lipences in aſſiſting them: As you may ſee in the Clergy's Sub- 

Acts in that Reig | | 

153. Quinto Elizabethe, Cap. 24. Among other Conſide- 
ations, for which the Clergy give their Subſidy of Six Shillings 
in the Pound, they have theſe Words; And finally, pondering the 
neſtimable Charges ſuſtained by your Highneſs, as well of late Days 
n reducing the Realm of Scotland to Unity and Concord, as alſo 
n procuring as much as in your Highneſs lieth, by all Kind of 
zodly and prudent Means, the abating of all Hoſtility and Perſecu- 
zn within the Realm of France, as and uſed 4 the 
l ſafeſſorts of God's holy Goſpel, and true Religion. e thing 


a this Paiſage is the Queen's Aſſlſtance of the Scotch in ow 
C2 


<99) 
Reformation, wherein they were oppoſed by the Queen of Kotz, 
which is ſet down at large in our Chronicles, Stow, p. 640. 
The Temporality, in their Subſidy Ac, at the ſame time, Ca, 
27. call this Affiſtance, 4 The Priacely and upright Preſera- 
tion ot the Liberty of the next Realm and Nation of 
& Scotland from eminent Captivity and Deſolation. The other 
they call'd “ the godly and prudent Means tor abating Ho- 
* ftility and Perfecution within the Realm ot France. Sto, 
r. 650. informs us that thoſe Means were the Forces ſent ug. 
der Dudley, Earl of Warwick, to Newhaven, to aſſiſt the French 
Proteſtants who were then in Arms. This Aſliſtance of the 
Queen, Parliament and Clergy, was 4 damnable Sin according 
to the Doctrine of abſolute, paſſive and unconditionated Obe- 
dience, which ſome of our Clergy do now hold; tor they that 
are aiding and aſſiſt ng to Rebels, are as bad as Rebels themſelves, 
But all the Biſhops and Clergy in Convocation, held no ſuch 
Doctrine in thofe Days; for they call that Aſſiſtance, the Uſe 
of godly and prudent Means to abate Hoſtility and Perſecution, 
practiſed and uſed againſt the Profeſſors of God's holy Goſpel 
and true Religion. - 

J. 154. 35 Eliz. Cap. 12. The Clergy grant another Subſidy 
in Confideration of Her Majeſty's Charges, in the ptovident 
and nesdful Prevention of ſuch intended Attempts, as intend 
ce to the Extirpation of the ſincere Profeſſion of the Goſpel, both 
here and ellerbere. The Temporalities Subſidy Ad at the 
ſime Time decclares theſe Reaſons for their Tax. Cap. Iz. 
Beſides the great and perpetnal Hononr which it hath pleaſed God 
to give your Majefly abroad, in making you the principal Support 
of juſt and veligrous Canſes qgainſt Vſurpers - Beſides the 
great Sncconrs in France and Flanders, which we do conceive t 
be moſt honourable in Regard of the ancient Leagues, the Juſtice ans 
Equity of their Cauſes. And in the 39 Eliz. Cap. 27, they 
fay, This, Land i hrcome, ſince gue Majeſty's bapty Days, both 4 
Port and Haben of Refuge, for diſtreſſed States and Kingdoms, aui 
a Rock and Bulwnrk of Oppoſition Sr the Iyranmies and anbi- 
fious Attempts of mighty and uſurping Totentates. 
| F. 155. 43 Eliz. Cap. 17. The Clergy in their Subſidy AR, 

fry, Fer who hath, or fhonld have a liveher Senſe, ar better Kemen- 
brance of your Majeſty's Princely Courage and Conſtaucy in advan- 
cing and protefing the free Profeſſim of the Goſpel, within and with- 
out your Majrſty's Dominions' than your Cleygy. King Chavles the 
Firſt, and the Bifhops and Clergy of England, aſliited the Pro- 
teſtants of France? So that if the Scotch, French and Dutch Pio. 
teſtants were doom'd Rebels in their Reſiſtance ot their lawkil 
Sovereigns, then the Church and Parliament of England, quite 
through Queen Elizabeth's Reign, and in King Charles the Flirt? 
Reign, by their aflifting of them, involved themſelves in the 
ſame Guilt. For it is utterly unlawful, and a horrid Sin to al 
it Subjects in the Violation of their Duty and Allegiance, and 


to aid them in reſiſting the Ordinance of God. But this a 
| 2 
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ing too abſurd to be believed of Confeſſots, and Men who had 
tazarded their Lives for the Proteſtant Religion, it is plain that 
they held Reſiſtance to be lawful in theſe Caſes, tho? it be not 
to be found in their Catechiſm, nor in the Book of Homies - 
for if they had thought it utterly . unlawtul to aſſiſt Subjects 
wainſt tyrannical Princes, or that St. Paul had threatned it with 
fantation, they muſt have been willing to purchaſe it at a very 


bei Rate, fince they apply'd a whole Yeats Revenue of all the 


Renifices of England, to reſiſt the Ordinance of God. By this it 
pears, that the new modiſh Doctrine of ſubmitting to all Sorts 
of lawleſs Oppreſſion is Madneſs and Innovation and wholly 
uknown to the Compilers of our Homilies. So if they who 
wy hold the ſame Opinion be in an Error, they err with theit 
Fathers, with the Church and Parliament of England, and with 
moſt of the Proteſtants in Europe, in all Ages. Then they do 
err in good Company. Now Dr. Sacheverell, Dotot Hicks, Do- 
tor Melton, Doctor dtterbury, Mr. Higgins, Mr. Whaley of Oxford, 
Mr, Leſy, Mr. Collier, Mr. Milbourne, and all others who hold the 
Doctrine of abſolute Paſſive Obedience? What ſay you? are you 
riſer than all our Fore-Fathers? For Shame recant, left you be 
tzken for mad-Men, Fools or Knaves. 

J. 156. And where was abſolute Paſſive Obedience, when the 
Proteſtant Princes of Germany invited Guſtavus Ado!phus, King 
of Sweden, to come into Germany to aſſiſt them againſt their 
laful Prince, for perſecuting of them; and when the Prote- 
ants joined with him upon his Arrival; and when King Charles 
the Firſt aſſiſted them with Men from England? | 

J. 157, Biſhop Jewel, one of thoſe that wrote the Homilies, 
lah, in the Defence of his A logy, p. 16. That neither Luther, 
Melanthon, &'c. taught the People to rebel againſt their Prince, 
tut ly to defend * by all lawful Means againft Oppreſſon, 
« did David ene ing Saul. So do the Nobles in France at 
this Day: They ſeek not to kill, but to ſave their own Lives, 
s they have proteſted by publick Writing to the World. As 
for us, we are Strangers unto their Caſe; they themſelves are 
tet acquainted with the Laws and Conſtitutions of their Coun- 
try; and therefore are beſt able to yield Account of the Grouuds 
add Reafons of their Doings. 

J. 158, Biſhop Bilſon, in his Book of the true Difference between 
Gian SubjeFion and unchriſtian Rebellion, (dedicated to om 
Elizabeth) in Defence of the Proteſtants of France, againſt the 
mußt Oppreſſions of their King, ſaith, I will not raby pronounce 
al that reſift to be Rebels: Caſes may fall out in Chriſtian King- 
toms, where People may plead their Right againft the Prince, and not 
te charged with Rebellion. 4s if a Prince ſhould go about to ſubje# 
tis Kingdom to a foreign Realm, or charge the Form of the Common- 
wealth, from Empire to Tyranny, or negle# the Laws eftabhſhed ly 
emmon Conſent of the Prince and People, to execute bis ann Pleaſure e 


In theſe and other Caſes which nnght be na if the Nobles and 
/ Caſe 2 med, if — 


* 
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Commons join tog ether to defend their ancientand accuſtow'd Libery 
ibey may not be accounted; Kevels, . 

159. J. In King Charles the Firſt's Reign, we have the Judg. 
ment of Biſhop Abbot, that the Caſe of the Primitive Chriſtiang 
and us differs in this, That they had no Legal Right for their Ry 
ligion, but were ſulject to the meer Plenſure of the Governnuag: 
aud whilſt it was ſo, they made no Refiſtauce, But under Conttan. 
tine, the Emperor, they had Laws on their Side, them they allo 
of Keſiſtance. | ü 5 

$. 160. Sley den, Com. J. 8. tells us, that Luther had alway, 
taught, That the Magiſtrate might not be reſiſted; and there yy 
- 2 little, Book of his Extant upon that Subject. But when the 
Lawyers, in a Conference, proved, That Reſiſtance was allowed þ 
the Laws in ſome Caſes, Luther ingeniouſly profeſſed, That he 44 
not know the Lawfulneſs of it before; and then ſaid, That ing 
the Goſpel doth not bar, nor aboliſh the Laws of the State, as he hag 
always taught; aud becauſe many things might ſo happen, that uw 
only Matter of Right, but alſo the Force and Neceſſity of Conſe. 
ence might occaſion us to Arm; therefore an Aſſociation might be en. 
tred into, to defend our ſelves in Caſe Cæſar himſelf ſhould make Wy 
uon us, Or any one elſe in Cæſar's Name. In another Book of his 
he warned all Men in general, That they ſhould not obey the Magi- 
ftrate, if he raiſed the Militia for ſuch a War. — | 

J. 161. At the ſame Time there were Seven Princes, and 
Twenty four Proteſtant Cities, which entred into an Afloctation 
againſt the Emperor, (Sleyd. Com. l. 18.) 4s for his chayging 1 
with Rebellion (Cay they) there u nothing at all in it; and he knows 
in bis Conſcience that we are wronged. If he had ſtood to bis fo. 
mer 9 and Decrees, we alſo ſhould have done our Duty; but 
becauſe he has broken them, and beſides our Obedience is due to G 
in the firſt Place, let him lay the Blame upon himfelf : For being be 
end eavours the Deſtruct ion of our Religion and Liberty, be gives u; 
Cauſe to oppoſe him with a good Conſcience : For in that Caſe it i 
lawful to veſil, as may be made appear, both from ſacred and pu- 
Fhane Hiſtory, For unjuſt Violence 1s by no means the Ordinance of 
God; neither are we any otherways hound to him, than upon Perfo- 
mance of the Conditions, upon which he was made Emperor. 

J. 162. The Citizens of Madgeburgh ſays,” That they could nt 
be proved guilty of Rebellion, either & the Law of God, or the 
Law of Man : That thofe who took up Arms againſt them, made War 
upon Chriſt himſelf, &c. every Body eafily underſtands,. how ut- 
terly unlawful it is to offer any Violence to us. Sleyd. Com. I. 2. 

q. 163. Melan&#hon was ot the ſame Opinion as Luther, as 
to the Lawfulneſs of Reſiſtance, as in many Places of his Wri- 
tings it doth appear; as was St. Chryſoſtom before them both: 
And in his Commentary on Proverbs xxiv. 21, 22. he ſaith, The 
Goſpel allows' us to mak: Uſe of politick Laws, which are reaſonable: 
Nay, if a lawiul Defence were not allowed by the Goſpel, the 
Goſpel it ſelf would be transformed into a State-Doctrine, and 

would eſtabliſh infinite Slavery which it does not, And in his 
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ommon Places, calld Vindicta, upon theſe Words of our Savi- 
ur, He that takes the Sword, ſhall periſh by. the Sword ; he ſays, 
Fr a Man to take the Sword, it to draw it when it is not put mito 
i Hands by the Laws; therefore he who offers umuſt Violence, 
hes the Sword : But on the other hand, he who uſes a juſt De- 
Ee does not take the Sword, but he draws a Sword which the Laws 
wt into bis Hands. And in his Commentaty on Rom. xiii. upon 
theſe Words; I berefore ye muſt needs be ſubject, not ops for Wrath, 
wt alſo for Conſcience ſake; he ſays, That theſe Words do concern not 
my the Subject, but alſs the Magiſtrates themſelves, who when they 
wn Tyrants do overthrow the Ordmance of God, no lefs than the ſe- 
wu. And therefore their Conſciences are guilty too, becauſe they 
not the Ordinance of God, that ws, the Laws, which they ought 
b obey : T. berefore the Threatning:, which are here ſet down, per- 
um likewiſe to them. Let all Perſons therefore, by the Severity 
of this Command be moved, not to think the Violation of the 
Confiitution to be a light Sin. | EIS 

J. 164. Zuinglius, one of the three firſt Reformers, in his 
Fous and Friendly Admonition to the Republick of the Switzers, diſ- 
courſes much ot his Country's throwing: oft the Yoke of Op- 
wellionz and reckons that St. Paul was of the fame Mind, 
when he ſaid, But if thou may'ſt be free, uſe it rather: Which 
Eternal Counſel of God, our valiant Anceitors following with 
undaunted Courage, were bleſſed with wonderful Succefles, & ce. 
And in his Opus Articulorum, Art. 40, 41, 42. he ſays. They 
teſerce what they ſuffer, who lie under Oppreſſion, and a great deal 
wore; they bade no Wrong done them; he bids them periſh with 
lei Oppreſſor. He ſays, that the 2 Hague that followed 
tle ſews, Jer. XV. 3. 4. upon account of the Wickedneſs of Manaſ- 
ſeh, and the Blood which he ſhed in ſeruſalem, were moſt juſt Puniſh- 
nents, and deſervedly int idted upon that People, becauſe they ſuffer d 
om to do it, ce. 8 

J. 165. Lucifer de Cagliari in his Book De non parciendo in De- 
m delinguentibus (a Book approved by St. Atchanaſius, who calls 
him a new: Elias, p. 1008. declares, That de believed it was law- 
ful to reſiſt Kings under the Old Teſtamant, and alſo to put them to 
_ 2 Caſe of Idolatry, which, be maintains, the Arttans were 
fuilly of. 

J. 166. St. Auſtin ſpeakiag of the Behaviour of the Chriſtians 
towards Julian, ſaith to this Effect, That the Chriſtian Soldiers ſer- 
ted under this Infidel Emperor, and where their Religion was not 
concerned, made Conſcience of obeying him; but where, indeed, it 
came to the Cauſe of Chriſt, there they made as much Conſcience of 
aſobeying him, Aug. in PH. 124. | LE 

J. 167. It was the Miſery of moſt of the Proteſtants in other 
Countries, as well as thoſe in Germam, in the Beginning of 
their Reformation, to fall under Oppreſſion, particularly the 
French, Scotch and Dutch Proteſtants: And it is well known 
they all defended themſelves, and uſed Reſiſtance, which, in 
Wand, ended in an Eſtabliſhed Reformation of the Proteſtant 
[$94 Religion; 


Religion ; in Holland, it ended in an abſolute Freedom, be 
tom the Popiſh and Spaniſh Yoke 3 and in France, ended in 


free Exerciſe of their Religion, but was ſoon interrupted by 1 « 
true Popiſh Faith, and Friendſhip of a Maſlacrez ſo that the p,; 
were forced to fight all over again, and who are now und of 
the ſame Bondage of Tyranny and Oppreſſion again. I dnl ac 
that it may be obſerved, that neither theſe Germaus, Kad ii 
Dutch, nor French, in their firſt War, ever pretended that th p.t 
Religion was eſtabliſhed by Law, and thereby made a Part E 
the Government of their Country, which Men by their Alleg be 
ance, are bound to defend; but they uſed Reſiſtance to repel M 
Violence which was done only to their Civil Rights, and lll D. 
the Native Liberty of their Conſciences, It. were fooliſh In. in 
-pertitce to cite the Authorities of thoſe that were engaged il 
thoſe Reſiſtances; and it were endleſs to cite all the foreign H. 
vines who louk'd on, and applauded them, and called them I de 
Lord's Battles. ; he 


J. 168. The Government cf the Kon Emperors heretofyr 
was abſolute and unmixed; they govern'd at Pleaſure ; they © 
made Laws, and unmade them again, and bad the Sovere B 
Power of Life and Death, for which Reaſon the Chriſtians co th 
with no Pretence reſiſt the Violence of thoſe Times, or defend lo 
themſelves againſt the Wrongs which were done them. Nes, 
while their Condition continu'd thus, the Chriftians were killed, 
but did not kill: Notwithſtanding, when under Conſtantine th 
Emperor, they were rather for killing, than being killed; and 
having vanquiſhed ſeveral Uſurpers, and Lucius the Emperor, 
they threw off the Yoke of Perſecution. | is 

«, 169. If God had commanced the Yoke of Subſection to te 7 
Tyrannical Will of Princes, tis ſtrange that neither of the Pu-. 6: 
pkets Eliſha, or Elijab, nor Azariab, nor David, with his Fo, ot 
lowers, nor the Jews under their Kings, nor the Primitive Chi- b) 
itians after their Religion was eſtabliſhed Ly Laws, nor any of 
the ancient Fathers, nor any of the Reformed Churches, ſheui C 
not have known this Doctrine of Abſolute Paſtue Obedience to thi C 
Will and Pleaſure of Tyrannical Princes. | 

4. 170. If reſiſting of the ſupreme Authority be unlawful up- ir 
on any Account whatſoever, then were all thoſe People guilty Ml n 
of Rebellion, who, in all Ages, have reſiſted, or turn'd out thei 
evil and deſtructive Kings and Governors; then the Fews wer P. 
guilty of this Sin, for turning out ſeveral of their Kings, with-W L 
out any Appointment from God in Scripture. So likewife the 
Primitive Chriſtians did involve themſelves under the Guilt of Ml 3 
St. Paul's Damnation. for reſiſting of their Eraperors ; and, like: »: 
wiſe, the Chriſtians, in all Ages, who bave reſiſted, or turn'd out 0 
their evil Princes by turning them out, &c. and then Aha⁰jE]§ Wl 
(the ſuppoſed . — of the Creed) and thoſe Chriſtians with 


bim, did alſo come under the Guilt of St. Paul's Damnation for I U. 
approving of Calaritauus's Book, which, according to the Doctri I d 
ot abſolute Inſire Obedience, was à treaſonable and * 

| | COOK 1 
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[and Traytors, for going to the Army in the North. © 


"V9 * | 
Book; for the Incendizries to Rebellion, are as guilty as they 
that are actually in it. 

J. 171. It is unjuſt and unreaſonable to aſſert any abfolute 
pallive Obedience to any but the Laws of God, and to the Laws 
of the Land, which is moiſt certainly due, and no otherwiſe. 
And for any of our Nobility, or Gentry, Cc. who had any 
Hand in the late Revolution, to ſuffer any other” abſolute 
Paſſive Obedience to be preach'd, or any Member of either 
Houſe of the Convention Parliament; is to ſuffer themſelves to 
te call'd damn'd Rebels and Traytors, and the Revolution 4 
&amn'd Rebellion, and the Queen, the Biſhop of London, the 
Dutcheſs of Mar llerongb, and the Lady Berkly, damn'd Rebels 


J. 172, He that lets any Perſon whatſoever deſtroy tn, CON- 
try to Law, when it is in his Power to preſerve his Life by 
defendi 0g himſelt, does tacitly conſent to his own Death, which 
ke is obliged to defend by the Law of Nature, and theretore 
i; guilty of his own Blood, as well as he that deſtroys him; 
whereas by defending himſelf, there can be but one guilty ot 
Blood, (which is the Invader) in which Defence, if he Kills 
the other, his Blood lies at his own Door; by which it fol- 
lows that Paſſive Obedience to unjuſt Violence is a Sin, but 
xſilting ſuch Violence is no Sin, hut the Duty of every "Mag. 
The firſt Duty which I owe is to God, the ſecond tq my EK, in 
preſerving my ſelt, &c. the third to my Parent and Sovereign, 
in obeying of them in all Top reaſonable and lawful, 
J. 173. The Doctrine of Paſſive Obedience, without  Reſerye 
i charging God with as palyable'a Contradiction as any two 
Things can be, it being diametrically oppoſite to the Law af 
belt. Preſervation, which is the Law of Nature, and the Decree 
ot the Almighty, which Law is ſacred, and not to be inttinged 
by any Man. ; | 8 5 

J. 174. It is not the Doſtrine of the Goſyel, or of Jeſus 
Chriſt, to be paſſive beyond the Laws and Cuftoms of tho 
Country ; this were to make God the Author, or Approver af 
all the Perſecutious, and innocent Blood that have been ſpilt 
in the World by evil Princes and Governqurs. Whereas God 
derer commanded ay Thing contrary to the Law of Nature, 

J. 175. All Men have both a gatural and civil Right and 
Property in their Lives, till they have forfeited tliem by the 
Laws of their Country. Fre 

J. 176. When the Law of 2 Countrey makes it Death to be 
+ Chriſtian, then they ate to lay down their Lives for Chriſt's 
dake. This-is the ouly Caſe wherein the Goſpel requires Paſſive 
Obedience, when the Laws are againſt a Man, and this was the 
(aſe of the firſt Chriſtians. 4s | 

J. 177. The Goſpel is ſo far from enſlaving ys, or diveſting 
vs of thoſe Rights and Priviledges which we have already, 

it encouragrs us to procure mor Liberties and Fracchiſes, 
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if we can come honeſtly by them, read 1 Cor. vii. 21, 22, 2,, 
with Dr. Hammond's Paraphraſe upon them. -© 
J. 178. St. Paul himſelf was not for abſoute Paſſive Obedience 

for when the ohict Captain commanded him to be ſcourged, he (aig 
unto the Centurian, Is it lawful for you to ſcouge a Roman unto. 
demned? Altho' it is very plain that he and Silas, who ſuffery 
with him, had oftended as they were atcuſed, and were guilty of 
breaking the Roman Laws, by teaching Cuſtums which were no 
lawful for them to receive, or obſerve; and the Magiſtrates of 
Philippi, one of the chief Cities of Macedonia having put them in 
Priſon, and beaten them for it, would afterwards have let then 
203 but St. Paul ſaid, That they had beaten them illegally, and thy 
would not depart out of Priſon, and the Magiſtrates came and beſougit 
them, and brought them out, Acts xvi. 12, 36, 37, 39. and xi, 
24, 25. 18 5 

J. 179. According to Paul's Exhortation to the Roman, 
all Magiſtrates are the Powers that be (he does not ſay the ſu- 
preme Powers that be) if Saint Paul had ſaid the Power that 
15, is ordained of God, it would have inferred only the ſi- 
penn, becauſe he. would then have fpoken in the finguly 
rumber. But he ſaying, That the Powers that be, were . 
damned of God, does imply that all Magiſtrates are tha WW 
Powers. Then, according to that Saying of St. Paul, the Lor N 
Mayor, and all the Aldermen of Loudon (except thoſe fer if ©: 
Aldermen that are not Juſtices of the Peace) and all Coaſt WW" 
bles are Saint Paul's Powers: Now all thoſe Powers are cho- Wt 
ſen, Vox Pipuli, Vox Dei: To reſiſt any of theſe Powers in the ¶ th 
Adminiſtration or executing of the Laws 1s a Sin, and every 
Sin in its Nature is damnable, without Repentance and For WA 
giveneſs of God: Yet theſe Powers may be reſiſted, proſecuted, 
and puniſhed, according to the Nature of his, or their Crimes ( 
Now, can any Man ſay, that theſe Magiſtrates are ordained of 21 
God, or have their Power from God, any more then that al 
Men are ordained of God, and have their Lives and Strength rf 
from him, which is their Power, and in the executing of this thi 
Power they have Power to do gocd or evil? Before an fr. 
choſen Magiſtrates: they have no more Power than other len, Ge 
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but, when choſen the Law is their Power, beyond which, they - 
cannot go without incurring the Penalty thereof. , 


©. 180. St. Pauls Powers, according to our Conſtitution, 
are the Legiſlative Authority of this Nation, the Three Efate 
in Parliament afſembled, who are the ſupreme Powers, tit 
Powers that be, who have Power to make, or annihiliate Laws, 
and theſe Powers are as much the Ordinance of God, as all 
Powers whatſoever; and if theſe Powers are not St. Paul 
Powers, then there neither is, nor can be any ſuch Power, ct 
Powers in this Nation, that are, or muſt be irreſiſtable, accor- 
ding to St. Paul, To reſiſt theſe Powers in making, or unm- 
king of Law, is a damnable Sin: But when theſe Perſons att 
{ſeparated from the Legiſlative Authority, they are but py | 
=—_ | - a 
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(65) 
Perſons except ſuch of thoſe Perſons that are Magiſtrates) who 
e, have no more Power than other Perſons, and are as puniſhable 
u by the Laws of their own making, (the King excepted) as an 
;-W other Perſon, the chiefeſt of theſe Powers is the King, — 
nin him is the executive Part of theſe Powers, which is the putting 
dhe Powers of the Laws in Execution: Now all Perſons com- 
x WI miſlioned by him, as the Lord Chancellor, Judges, or any other 
i WM Magiſtrates, are but the Adminiſtrators of thoſe Powers, which 
ny the ſupreme Powers, the Legiſlators have made, which are the 
Las: Now, if any of theſe Judges, or Magiſtrates, notwith- 
5 WW fanding any Commiſſion, or E ac contra- 
to the Adminiſtration of theſe Powers of the Law, they are 
puniſhable by Law according to the Nature of their Crime, and 
- accountable, cenſurable, and puniſhable by the Legiſlative 
Owers. * 
J. 181. There is more reaſon to believe that the Doctrine of 
abſolute Paſſive Obedience is a daranable Doctrine, than that re- 
iiting the ſupreme Magiſtrates upon any Acconnt whatſoever is 


WJ 4armnable, becauſe that Doctrine is inconſiſtent with thoſe glo- 
„tous Attributes of God; by which we believe him a God of 
{2 WY infinite Love, Mercy and Compaſſion to all Mankind, and no 
i WH keſpeRter of Perſons, for it makes him an unmerciful, crael, bar- 
r barous and tyrannical God, in making all Mankind, that they 
may be uſed as Beaſts, at the Will and Pleaſure of a few of 
0- WM their Fellow Creatures, who are but their Equals till they make 
he them ſupreme Head or Governors. 

70 1- 182. With what Ignorance do ſome aſſert, that Adam was 
nn abſolute Monarch? For that the Father of a Family governs 
d, ep other Law than by his Will and Pleaſure, and the Fa- 
es, tber is not to be refiſted by his Child? And that Adam had 
of Ms Monarchical, Abſolute, Supreme, Paternal Power? And that 
al MW! Kingly Authority is a Fatherly Authority, and therefore ir- 
th WW *itable? And that no Laws can bind the King, or annul 
his t's Authority? How could Adam be an abſolute Monarch, 
gaben God gave him the Herbs but in common with the Beaſts? 
en, en. i. 29. 30. Can it be thought that God gave him an abſo- 
vr cclute Authority of Life and Death over Man, who bad not 


Authority to kill any Beaſt, to ſatisfie his Hunger, as was per- 
mitted to Noah and his Sons? Gen. ix. 5. where God ſays, Every 
ae eving thing that moveth ſhall be Meat for you, even as the Herb: 
the lee 7 given von all things. Is it not as reaſonable to believe, 
ns, eat God would have curſed Adam, if he had killed his Son el, 
s Cain for killing him? Cain was very ſenſible every one had, 
y the Law of Nature, a Right to kill him for being guiley 
If Blood, when he ſaid, Every one that found him, ſbould flay 
u Gen. iv. 14. God made no Exemption to the greateſt 
an living, who ſhould be guilty of innocent Blood, when he 
ad, He that ſheddeth Man's Blood, by Man ſhall bis Blood be ſhed, 
en. 13. „Neither Noah or bis Sous were exempted from this 
et Law, and therefore _ have no abſolute Authority: 
; Since 
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x (66) 
Since God bas no where given any Man ſuch Authority there 
can be no ſuch lawtul Authority; for the Community cannot 
make themſelves Slaves by inveſting ſuch an Authority in any 
Man: Should they do 1t, it is not binding, it being“ a Sin 
againſt the Law of Nature, which is the Law of God, which 
makes all Men equal, and no Men Slaves, 1 | 

J. 183. Ihe firſt Fathers. of Mankind after the Flood, had 
not the Exerciſe of Royal Power; and whatſoever they had 
was equally devolved to every one of their Sons, as appears by 
the Examples of Noah, Shem, Abraham, Iſaac, Jacob, and thei 
Children. The firt King we read of in Scripture, was Ning, 
King of Babylon, the Sixth Son of Chufh, the Son of Ham, Noal) 
youngeſt and accurſed Son. This Kingdom was ſet up about 
130 Years after the Flood, who was choſen by the People, a 
elſe he could not have been King, for Chuſb, Ham, with his 
elder Brother, and his Father Noah were then living, who were 
not Kings. a | Fre 

J. 184. If Noob was Heir to 44am, I ask which of Wal, 
Sous was Heir to him? For, if by Right it deſ@ended to ll 
his Sons, then it muſt have deſcended to all their Sons, an 
ſo on: If fo, then are ail Men berome equal and independent, 
as being the Off-ſpring of Adam and Noah: If it deſceude 
Only to the eldeſt, and to on, then there can be but one lawtul 
Monarch in the World, and who that is, is impoſſible to be 
found out; ſo that Paternal Monarchical Authority, take it 
which way you will, 1t comes to nothing at all. N 

©. 185. Where Human Inſtitution gives it not, tbe firſt-bon 


| | 
has no Right at all above his Bret hren; as the Biſhop of Exon a- 
knowledges. ? f 
J. 186. If a Government, ſay ſome, may. be diſturbed, 15 "1 
unlawful Proceedings of the Governor, or his Emifters, how em { 
any Government be ſafe? To which I anſwer, That it is not ( 
lawful for a few Perſons to oppoſe their Prince, and it 6 $ 
impoſlible for one, or a few oppreſſed Men to. diſturb t. 1 
Government much, where the Body of the People do not tht t] 
themſelves concern'd in it, and that the Conſequences ſeen WW 7 
not to concern all; yea, when it does, yet in Matters of kia 4 
Moment, the People are not very forward to diſturb the Go- 
vernment, as in King Charles the Segond's Time, when the fe 
Charters were condemned, and ſciz2-l upon, in order to mak u} 
us Slaves, and the Laws perverted to the. Loſs ef many inno- 5 


cent Lives, and the Goals filled with Diſſenters for worthip 
ping God according to their Conſciences, and many other Op: 
preſtions, too many to inſert; and yet they did not ſend tot 
a foreign Power, nor riſe againſt the Government, tho' the 
Perſecution Was much greater than againſt the Church in King 
Fames's Reign. 1 ſay, till the Miſchief be grown General, ail 
the Deſigns Ot the Rulers become notorious, then, and then ol 
ly, will thc People be tor righting themſelves, 


J. 1 


LS lt ER: 

J. 187. Whoſoever, either Ruler, or Subject, by Force goes 

about to invade the Rights of either Prince, or People, aud 

lays the Foundation for over-turning the Conſtitution, and . 

Frame of wy juſt Government, he is guilty of the greateſt | | 
| 


Crime, I think a Man is capable of, being to anſwer for all thoſe 
Miſchiets of Blood, Rapine and Deſolation, which the breaking | | 
to Pieces of Governments brings on a Country; and he who does | 
it is juſtly to be accounted one who reſiſts the Ordinance of God, | 
and the common Enemy and Peſt cf Mankind. 


kl * 


— 


0 


The Character of King Charles the Firſt, and his Govern- | 
ment; taken from my Lord Clarendon's Hiſtory of the | 

Civil Wars, the firſt Volume in Folio; and out of 
Ruſhworcth's Collections, the Firſt Volume in Folio; 
and out of Whitelock's Memorials, in Folio: Without 
any Obſervations, or Reflections. 


J. 188. (rn, p. 6. In the Second Parliament there was 

2 Mention and Intention of granting Five Subſidies, 
but that Meeting was diſſolved upon very unpopular and unplau- 
lible Reaſons; and thoſe five Subſidies were enacted throughout 
the whole Kingdom, with the ſame Rigour, as if an Act had 
paſſed to that Purpoſe. Divers Gentlemen of prime Quality, 
in ſeveral Counties, for retuſing to pay the fame, were com- 
mitted to Priſon with great Rigour, as if an Act had paſſed 
to that Purpoſe. And yet all theſe Provocations, and many 
others of almoſt as large an Exteut, *produced no ather Re- 
ſentment in the Third Parliament, than the Petition of Right, 
(of no Prejudice to the Crown) which was purchaſed at Five 
Subſidies; but in a ſhort Time atter granted, was diflolved. The 
Diſſolution of the two firſt Parliaments was wholly imputed to 
the Duke of Buckingham, and the Third to the Lord Veſton, Lord 
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lM 8 Treaſurer : At the Time of thoſe Diſſolut ions ſome Charges and 
fir Accnſations were preparing agatnſt them, Ae 
” Prge 53. Supplemental Acts of State were made to ſupply De- 
[ 


tets of Laws, and ſo Tomage and Poundqge, and other Duties 
upon Merchandizes were collected, and new and greater Impo- 
\ fitions laid upon Trade. The King raiſed a vaſt Sum of Mone 
upon the Law of Anighthuod; and no leſs unjuſt Projects of all 
kinds, many ridiculous, many ſcandalous, all very grievous, were 
{et on foot; great Fines on Foreſt Laws. But, for an everlaſting 
Supply of all Occaſions, inſtead of a Ship of War, which every 
County was ordered to provide by ſuch a Day, &c. the Sheriff 
was to raiſe ſo much Money, by which, for ſome Years, came 
to the King's Coffer two Mee; thouſand Pounds per ä 
2 Or 
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| (68) | 
For the better Support of theſe extraordinary Ways, and to 
o_ their Agents, the Conncil-Table and Star-Chamber en- 
arged their Iuriſdiction to a vaſt Extent, holding for honour. 
ble, that which pleaſed, and for juſt that which profited. = 
Page 54. There were Proclamations, enjoyning the People what 
was not enjoyred by Law, and f ppnarg/ as. that which was not 
prohibited; the Offenders thereof were impriſoned, and fined 
with very great Fines, and thoſe Foundations of Right by which 
Men valued their Security, to the Apprehenſions and Underſtan- 
ding of wiſe Men, were never more in Danger to be deſtroyed, 


J. 189. Ruſpworth, p. 418. King Charles the Firſt raiſed Money 
by way of a general Loan; he that was rated in the laſt Subſidy 
Book at 100 J. in Goods, was to lend one hundred Marks; and 
he that was rated One hundred Pound in Land, was to lend one 
hundred Pounds in Money; and ſo proportionable for a greater 
or a leſſer Sum. 

Page 422. Several of St. Clement Danes, the Savoy, the Dutch, 
and other Parts within the Libertics of Weſtminſter, for refuſing 
to ſubſcribe the Loan, were, by Order of Council, to be Prell, 
to ſerve in the Ships, ready to go out in the King's Service, 
and the Non-Subſcribers of high Rank, in all the Counties, 
were bound to appear before the Council-Table, who committed 
divers of them to Priſon, and the common Sort to be liſted 
among the Soldiers, Sir P. Hayman, tor refuſing the Loan, was 
ſent into the King's Service in the Palatinate. ? 

Ne 423. Dr. Manwaring, in two Sermons before the King 
and Court at Whitehall, delivered for Doctrine, to this Purpoſe, 
viz. That the King is not bound to obſerve the Laws of the Realm, 
concerning the Subjects Rights and Liberties, but that his Royal 
Will and Command, in impoſing Loans and Taxes without common 
Confent in Parliament, doth oblige the Subje#s Conſcience, upon pain 
of eternal Damnation : That thoſe who refuſed to pay this Loan, 
offended againſt the ſupreme Authority, and became guilty of Impiety, 

1floyalty and Rebellion. And, That the Authority of Parliament i 


not neceſſary for the raiſing of Aids and Sulſidies: And, that the 


ow Proceedings of ſuch great Aſſemblies were not fitted for the Su 
70 F the . but would ke produce fundy 
Impediments to the juſt Dejign of Princes. 

Pzge 4ri. Arch-Biſhop Abet refuſing to licence Dr. Sibthorp's 
Sermon (which was much to the ſame purpoſe as Manwaring's) 
was ſequeſtred from his Office. 0 e 

Page 474 The King gave Direſtion for a Commiſſion to ,ratſe 
Monies by Impofitions, in nature of an Exciſe, to be devied 
thro::7houvt the Nation; and ordered the Lord Treaſurer to 2 
Thirty thouſand Pounds to a Dutch Merchant, for raiſing One 
thouſand Horſe, with Arms both for Horſe and Foot, which 
was ſuppoſed to enforce the Exciſe, 


Tue 
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but a Parliament being quickly after called, they were coun- 

termanded, and afterwards diſpoſed of to the King of Sweden, 

and Duke of Savoy, p. 637: 
J. 190. In Vhitelock's Memorials, in Folio, p. 1. 

The Vantguard, and ſeven other Enghſh Ships, were lent to 
the King of Frauce, and employed againſt Rochel; the Mariners 
refuſed the Service: Buckingham was acquainted with it, but 
not the Body of the Counſel. The Proteſtants of France ſollicit 
our King againſt it, but he 1 commands the Vice-Admi- 
ral Pennington to do it, which he obeyed. 

Pige 3. The Commons began to fall upon the publick Grie- 
rances : The King ſent a ſmart Letter to the Speaker. To this 
the Commons returned a general Anſwer, promifing a Supply ; 
the King ſaid, I will not allow any of my Servants to be que- 
lied among you, much leſs ſuch as are of eminent Place, and 
near unto me, I ſee you eſpecially aim at the Duke, meaning the 
Duke of Buckingham, whom they had charged with many high 
Crimes and Miſdemeanours.) 

Ege 7. The Privy-Conncil adviſed the King to take Tonnage 
and Poundage. A Commiſſion iſſued to compound with Recu- 
ſmts, The King required a Loan of Money, and ſent to Lon- 
don, and the Port-Towns, to furniſh Ships tor Guard of the 
des. The Deputy Lieutenants, and Juſtices of Dorſeiſbire, ex- 
cuſed themſelves, and ſaid, The Caſe was without Preſident. 
London was rated at twenty Ships, but deſired an Abatement 
to ten, and two Pinnaces; the Council denied it; and ſaid, . 
The Preſidents in former Times were Obedience, and not Direction. 
Commiſſions iſſued out for Muſters; and Power of Martial Law 
Was given. 


of Soldiers; Martial-Law was executed; and the Soldiers com- 
mitted great Outrages. Some who retuſed to lend Money to 
the King, were forced to ſerve in the King's Ships, then going 
forth; and the Refuſers in the Country, were ſome of them 
committed, and the meaner Sort preſſed to ſerve” as Soldiers. 
Dr. Sikthorp publiſhed a Sermon, preached by him to promote 
the King's Affairs; wherein he delivered his Opinion, That the 
Ang might make Laws, and do whatſoever pleaſeth bim. Dr. Man- 
72717 preached the ſame Divinity, and highly againſt the Power 
0! Parliaments. The Queen was made to walk to Tyburn on 
Fennance, by her Npiſb Prieſts. | 
Page 9. A Commiſſion of Exciſe was granted, and Moneys 
Uburfted for the raiſing of German Horſe. 

Paige 10. The Fleet, under the Command of the Earl of 
Denbeig b, ſailed to Rochel, and finding there ſome French Ships, 
vould not aſſault them, though fewer and weaker than them - 
{elves by many Degrees; but after ſnewing themſelves only, they 
rurned and left Roche unrelieved. , 
e 11. Hanparing's Books were ſuppreſt by ers 

| T. 


ge 612, Thoſe Horſes were raiſed, and were to come over; 


Prge 8. To the impoſing of Loans, was added the Billeting 
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had found them there, and called in his Gu; 
them, The Members of the Houſe would have endeayoured 


. (70) 


Dr. Manwaring (though diſabled by Sentence) was pardoneg, 
and preferred to a good Living. Some Merchants were com- 
mitted tor not paying Tonnage and Pundage, according to the 
King's Declaration. It was reſolved in Council, beforehand, tg 
juſtity theſe Proceedings, when the Parliament ſhould meet 
and if the Parliament did not paſs the Bill tor Tonnage and 
Paundage, then to break it. The Parliament met, (Jan. 20. 
. Car, 3.) and found the Petition of Right to be printed with 
fome Additions; and the Copies firſt printed without the Ad. 
ditions, were ſuppreſſed by the King's Order. 

P;ge 12. The Order of the Council for l:vying of Tong, 
and Poundage was read in the Houſe. The Speaker being called 
upon to put the Queſtion propos'd, ſaid, Ile durſt not, for tha 
the King had commanded the contrary, Warrants of the Council 
were iſſued for Hollis, Selden, Hobert, Elliot, and other Parlu- 
ment-Men, to appear before them; Hollis, Curriton, Elliot, aud 
Valeutine appeared, and refuſing to avſwer out of Parliament, 
tor what was ſaid and done in Parliament, they were com- 
mitted cloſe Priſoners to the Tower; and a Proclamation for 
apprchending others was publiſhed, and ſome of their Studies 
Bern ſealed up, Theſe Warrants were dated the 5th of Aſa, 

ar. 3. 1628. <P | 

Pige t5, The Papiſts in Irclaud grew into great Height, 
Monaſteries were there erected, Papiſts frequented their publick 
Meetings and Maſſes, with as much Confidence, and as often 
as the Proteſtants did their Churches. 

Pige 37. The Houſe of Commons Voted, 1. That the Chaye 


of Ship- Money was ogainſt the Law, the Subjet"s Right and Property, 


and contrary to former Reſolutions in Parliament, and to the Petitior 
of Right. 2. That the extra-judicial Opinion of the Fudges, wa 
againſt the Law, 8&3. ut ptius. 3. That Ship-writs were again 
Law. 4. That the Judgment in Mr. Harapden's Caſe, about Sby- 
Money, was againſt Law, &c. The Houſe of Lords paſſed the ſame 
Votes; and the next Day a Committee was appointed, to draw 
up a Charge of Treaſon againſt ſuch as had been Abetters therein, 

the Lord-Keeper, Fine, and all the reſt of the Judges. 
Page 50. The King gave a Warrant to repair to the Lodging 
and to Seal up the Trunks, Studies and Chambers of the Lord 
Kimbolton, Mr. Pym, Mr. Hampden, Mr. Halli, Sir Arthwy Heſpi- 
ridge, and Mr. Stroud, Members of Parliament, which was done, 
but their Perſons were not met with, DW 76 
ge 51. The five Members received a ſecret Notice of thus 
intended Action, whereby they got out of the Houſe juſt be- 
fore the King came; otherwiſe, it was believed, that if the King 
Guards to have ſeize 


the Defence of them, which might have proved a very unhappy 
and ſad Buſineſs; and ſo it did, notwithſtanding that was pre- 
vented. This ſudden Action being the firſt viſible and apparent 
Ground of all our following Miſenes, ; = 


= 
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(71) 

191. Dr. Sacheverell, in his Sermon preac hed at St. Tunis 
on the Fifth of November, 1709. in Order to blacken the Revo- 

ution, does falſly aſſert, in his Quarto Sermons, p. 12. and in 

tis Octavo Sermon, p. 13. That, the King himſelf ſolemnly d ij 

ind the leaſt Imputation of Reſſtancs in his Declaration; and that, 

The Parliament declar'd, That they ſet the Crownon hu Head, upon no 

her Title, but that of the Vacancy of the Throne. In order to un- 

deceive the World, I have here ſet down the 25th Paragraph of 
the Prince's Declaration, viz. We do in he laſt Place invite aud re- 

quire all Perſons whatſoever, all the Tcers of the Realm, both Spiritual 

md Temporal, all Lords, Lieutenants, Deputy Licutenants, and all 
Gentlemen, Citizens, and other Commons of ail Ranks, to come and 

At ws, in order to the executing of thu our Deſign, againſt all ſuch 
& ſhall endeavour to oppoſe us; that ſo we may prevent al thoſe Mi- 

ſeries which muſt needs follow upon the Nation's bemg kept under Ar- 
hitrary Government and Slavery; and that all the Violences and Diſ- 

uders which have overturned the whole Conſtitution of the Engliſh Go- 

remment, may be fully redreſſed in a free and legal Parhament. And 

the Falſity of the Doctor's other Aſſertion, about the Vacancy 
of the Throne, may be ſeen by the Vote of both Houſes of Par- 
liament, in Page 54 of this Book. : 

See a little more of the Doctor's Sincerity, how he wreſts the 
Scripture to ſerve his Purpoſe, and inſinuates that the Church is 
in Danger, notwithitanding both Houſes of Parliament had voted 
it out or Danger, during the Lite of her Majeſty. In the zoth Page 
of his Octavo Sermon, + ſaith, That the Prophet Eliſha's Servant, 
did not ſee his Maſter”s Danger till hi Eyes were open d 2 Miracle, ana 
be found himſelf in the midſt of Chariots and Horſes of Fire. Whereas 
tis plain from the Text, 2 Kings vi. 15, 16,17. that the Prophet's 
Servant was ſufficiently allarm'd at his Maſter's Danger, by an 
Army of Syrians, and could nat be rid of his Fear, till bis Eyes 
vere open d by Miracle to ſee the Chariots and Horles of Fire, 
which Heaven had ſent to defend him. With what Face can the 
Doctor complain of others for villanouſly dividing us with kna- 
viſh Diſtinctions, when in his own Sermons, he abuſes all thoſe 
who are not of his Way, both Church-men and Diſſenters, by 
calling them, Neutraliſts in Religion, aſecret Sort of reſero'd Atheiſt: : 
wretched, empty, hypocritical Sophiſters; N boaſting, ſelſ-con- 
ceited Enthuſiaſts ; Scepticks, fly Saints, Gallio't, canting Fellows, Ju- 
ceudiaries, Men of villanow and ſeditious Principles; filthy Dreamer: ; 
preſumptuows and ſelf-wilÞd Men; deſpiſers of Dominion and Govern- 
nent, a Brood of Vipers, Regicides, ind ious, treacherous and faiſe- 
bearted Knaves, Pagan Beaſts, unballow'd, loathſome and deteſtable 
Gueſts, ſcandalous Trimmers, Innovators, head ron encroaching Mon- 
Vers, excentrick Comets, grow ing Miſchiefs, infectiots Plagues, the worſt 
of Demons, Conformiſts in Profeſſion, half Conformiſts in Practice, and 
Nonconformiſts in Judgment; and much more of the Doctor's 
Billingſgatè I could quote, but for Brevity's Cake, I omit. 
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